11.20.18

CAR | 40 Killed in Catholic Cathedral Attack
At least 40 people were killed in an attack Nov. 15 on the Sacred Heart Cathedral in
Aliandao town, Central African Republic (CAR), 200 miles east of the capital Bangui.
On Nov. 15, the Cathedral and its surrounding properties, a camp for internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and the Bishop’s residence came under attack by armed
assailants. The IDP camp, which had capacity for 20,000 people, was razed to the
ground. Some reports indicate that those who were killed in the camp were unable to
escape from temporary structures that were set on fire. The Cathedral and its
surrounding buildings were looted and residential properties nearby were also looted
and burned.
Father Blaise Mada, the vicar of the diocese of Alindao, was killed in the attack and one
priest remains missing. Fr Mathieu Bondobo, General Vicar of the Archdiocese of
Bangui told Vatican News that the Bishop of Alindao had been receiving threats from
armed groups in the area.
The attack was reportedly carried out by the armed group Union pour la paix en
Centrafrique (UPC) led by Ali Darassa, a former Seleka general, in retaliation for the
killing of a Muslim man by the anti-Balaka in Aliando.
Throughout the CAR’s recent crisis, the Catholic Church has opened its doors to all,
regardless of their ethnicity or religion. As a result of this attack, thousands of IDPs have
been displaced again and forced to hide in the bush or seek refuge in other IDP camps
in the town.
CSW Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said, “CSW extends its heartfelt condolences to
the families that have lost loved ones in this abhorrent attack. We remain deeply
concerned by the reports of civilians being targeted by armed groups for their perceived
religious or ethnic identity. We call on the government of CAR to bring those responsible
for this attack to justice and urge the international community to support the government
as it works to bring an end to the cycle of violence and the ongoing humanitarian crisis.”
Locals report that the UPC controls the mineral rich town of Alindao, imposing and
collecting taxes, and reportedly restricting telephone companies from setting up

communication networks in the area. Moreover, the group’s restrictions on freedom of
movement have prevented communities from farming and resulted in severe food
shortages, exacerbating the humanitarian crisis.
Since November 2016, the conflict in the CAR has taken on a more prominent ethnic
dimension as groups belonging to the Seleka alliance and anti-Balaka have fragmented.
During November 2016 the UPC, whose fighters are predominantly from the Fulani
ethnic group, clashed with the Front Populaire pour la Renaissance de la Centrafrique
(FPRC), comprising members of the Rounga and Goula ethnic groups. However,
religiously-motivated attacks continue to occur. Earlier this year 15 people were killed in
an attack on the Our Lady Fatima Catholic church in Bangui.
There has been criticism of the response of the United Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization Mission in CAR (MINUSCA) to the attack in Aliandao town, with
some reports indicating they were aware of threats to the church yet no peacekeepers
were posted to protect the church and IDP camp. Meanwhile in New York the UN
Security Council renewed the mandate of MINUSCA for one month as Security Council
members continue to negotiate over the draft resolution. The draft text presented by
France failed to gain the support of Russia, which has increased its role in CAR by
contributing arms and security personnel.
Thomas said, “We continue to urge members of the international community to fulfil
their commitments and support the government of the Central African Republic as it
grapples with the security and humanitarian challenges in the country. Facilitating the
work of MINUSCA is an important part of that support, and we urge the Security Council
to put aside other competing interests and formulate a mandate that supports the
people of CAR.”

