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CAR | Gunman Attack Mass Service 

At least 15 people were killed and 100 were injured when gunmen attacked a mass service at 

the Our Lady Fatima Church in Bangui, Central African Republic on May 1. A Catholic Priest 

was among those killed in the attack.  

 

Hundreds had gathered for the service at the Our Lady Fatima Church when armed men, 

reportedly from the KM5 district, threw grenades and fired on the church. The Chancellor of the 

Archdiocese of Bangui has identified Father Albert Toungoumale Baba as the priest killed at the 

church. Several of those killed or injured were trapped in the church compound as the gunmen 

attacked and were unable to flee until police intervened. The President’s wife is reported to have 

been in the church but was evacuated shortly after the attack began. 

  

Local sources report that constant gunfire was heard in and around KM5 district from the time of 

the attack until 3 p.m. After attacking the church, the perpetrators moved into neighboring 

districts looting shops and homes and attacking civilians. An Evangelical church member was 

killed outside of his home. 

Reprisal soon followed with a local Mosque being vandalized, and cars and personal property 

looted and burned. The situation was calmed by the United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping Mission 

in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) and local security forces who have initiated joint 

patrols of the capital to prevent further violence and repel demonstrators. 

CSW’s Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said, “We extend our condolences to the parishioners 

of Our Lady Fatima Church, to the family of Albert Toungoumale Baba and to all those who 

have been bereaved. We urge both the MINUSCA forces and the government to ensure that 

those responsible for this deplorable attack are brought to justice and security is guaranteed for 

all citizens. The attack on a place of worship not only violates the right to freedom of religion or 

belief, but also threatens the social fabric of the community that religious leaders of all faiths 

have worked to maintain throughout the recent conflict.” 



 

The attack was reportedly perpetrated by armed elements from the KM5 district of Bangui, 

which is predominantly a Muslim neighborhood. Armed groups remain in the district and are 

responsible for periodic attacks on civilians. Attempts to disarm the groups, which operate as 

criminal gangs, have often failed. Last month, 21 people were killed in the KM5 district after 

MINUSCA and local security forces attempted to disarm armed groups in the area, resulting in 

fighting by both sides. The day after the deaths, protests were organized by residents of the 

district calling for protection of civilians by the security forces and MINUSCA. 

Since November 2016, the conflict in the Central African Republic has taken on a more 

prominent ethnic dimension. However, religiously-motivated attacks continue to occur. On Feb. 

7, three churches were burnt and a pastor was killed in the KM5 district of Bangui following the 

death of a gang leader at the hands of MINUSCA and the police. On Feb. 11, 2017 Front 

Populaire pour la Renaissance de la Centrafique (FPRC) leader, General Zoundeko, was killed 

near Bambari and several churches in the Ouham area were subsequently set on fire in reprisal 

attacks. Our Lady Fatima Church was previously attacked in 2014 by gunmen who killed a 

priest and several churchgoers. 

Thomas added, “Armed groups based in KM5 and other parts of the country must not be 

allowed to act with impunity and threaten the lives of civilians. Disarming these groups must be 

a priority for the government, MINUSCA and the international community. We call for all 

necessary support to be provided to the Government of CAR and MINUSCA to implement the 

disarmament demobilization and reintegration programs.” 


