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Don’t Miss Your Opportunity!
As a person who enjoys sharing Christ with others I really look forward to this time of the year, but it has not
always been that way! As a young Christian my focus became very negative towards the world around me and
even other Christians and how they celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and other Christian holidays. It’s true
much of the world is not celebrating the real reason for these holidays and they have been replaced by many with
other worldly things. However, even in the mist of the commercialism, greed, selﬁsh ambition, Santa Claus and
the Easter Bunny, Jesus our Savior is there!

I used to think the world around me did not deserve any extra effort in reaching out to them. I thought that with
churches on every corner, Christian television and radio, if people wanted to know God they can go to church or
tune into a Christian program. The truth is, people need to have an encounter with someone who has Christ living
in them, a living example.
When Jesus walked the earth and ministered there were people who did not recognize who He really was. People
who only came to Him to get what they wanted, people with selﬁsh motives but that did not stop Him from
ministering to those He encountered. The woman at the well in John chapter four is a great example. This woman
was not looking for Jesus, she was not looking to be saved and she did not even know who Jesus was when she did
encounter Him. This woman (who I believe represents most of the world around us) was simply about her business
of the day. Jesus on the other hand was on a mission! He told His disciples He needed to go through Samaria. I
don’t know for sure if Jesus knew this woman was going to be there or if He just knew He needed to go that way. I
do know that Jesus said, He only did the things He heard His Father tell Him. Jesus was always obedient to the
voice of His Father. It is very possible that all Jesus knew was He needed to go through Samaria and because He
obeyed things unfolded. Stopping at Jacobs well, because he was tired and thirsty, He encountered a Samaritan
woman. Because Jews had no dealings with Samaritans and especially a woman Jesus did not let prejudice get in
His way. Years ago when I had a sour attitude about the world around me I used every excuse I could to avoid
sinners. I was self righteous in my thinking and had very little love for the world. Praise God the Word of God and
the power of the Holy Spirit has changed me and the love of God that has been shed abroad in my heart now has
greater freedom to be expressed to the world.

I am sure most reading this are familiar with this story found in the Bible in John chapter four. There is so much we
can learn from Jesus example that can help us make the most of the encounters we have with others. I want to list
some of the things that I have learned from this story over the years.
Ÿ First, Jesus knew who He was and He knew who His Father was. Jesus trusted His Heavenly Father with His

life! I want to encourage us that we too can trust our Heavenly Father with our life. To me that means He knows
what is ahead and there is nothing that catches God off guard.
Ÿ Second, Jesus knew His Fathers voice! So many Christians today seem to be confused about the voice of God.

The reason is because many spend little or no time at all reading and hearing God’s Word. The only way we can
know God’s voice is to know His Word and allow the Holy Spirit to teach us.

Ÿ Third, Jesus was obedient to what His Father had instructed Him to do. Wow, so many Christians today are not

obedient. You can tell them this is what the Bible says and they respond with, “yeah but!” Many have excuses
for not obeying the Word of God. They allow their circumstances and other’s views to dictate how, when or if
they are going to be obedient. Remember, Jesus was obedient to death!
Ÿ Fourth, Jesus did not let what others think get in His way. He was not thinking about what the religious leaders

back at the temple would think if he’d talk to this woman. He did not consider the traditions of men. Jesus did
not let the fear of rejection keep Him from talking to the Samaritan woman. Every one of us are going to face the
possibility of someone rejecting us especially if we are going to tell them about Jesus. The fear is real but we
have the greater One living in us!
Ÿ Fifth, there is a joy that is waiting for anyone that cannot be compared to that which comes through obedience.

The Bible says that Jesus endured the cross for the joy that was set before Him. I have experienced this many
times in my life, Joy unspeakable and full of Glory! There is nothing more real and exciting than sharing Jesus
with someone and leading them into a relationship with Christ.

It is true there are the times when people reject you, cruse you, persecute you and do their best to make you feel like
you’re some kind of religious nut. But, Jesus said, you are blessed when others revile you and persecute you for
His name’s sake. I believe there is a reward that only comes to those who are willing to be a living sacriﬁce, willing
to lay down their life and follow Jesus. God is calling us to a greater life in Him than simply going to Church on
Sunday and trying to live a better life for ourselves. God is calling us as Christians to be His disciples. To take up
His cross and follow Him. Those who choose to live “Saved” but selﬁsh will one day regret what could have been,
but those who choose to serve will be grateful for the opportunity God has given them to be fruitful.
I challenge you to step out further and deeper into the call of Jesus on your life. Let this season we are in be a reason
to reach out to others. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to those around you, to the women who are at the well,
the people who are just going about their business yet have not encountered The Way, The Truth and The Life.
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Please RSVP so that we will know you are going to make it!
You can email us at TGM12345@ aol.com or call us at 765.675.1859
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