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Equipping The Church to Reach the World

Persecution, Tribulation, Afflictions?
For the past couple of months, I 
have been focused on how I can 
best equip the church to share 
the Gospel with others in light 
of the "crackdown" as I call it. I 
have spent hours upon hours in 
the Word and working on 
teachings that I believe will 
help believers be the ministers 
of reconciliation they are called 
to be. The Holy Spirit has 
brought to my attention the 
r e a l i t y  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n , 
tribulations, and afflictions for 
the Gospel's sake. The very idea 
of being persecuted, afflicted, 
or enduring tribulations does 
not bring "happy thoughts" to 
most Christians. I understand 
that! But, as I have studied this 
topic and spent much time 
thinking about the early church 
there is an excitement, an 
expectation that the Word of 
God has built in me. See, I 
believe many do not share the 
Gospel  because they are 
convinced the world around 
them does not want to hear 
about Christ. Secular media, 
movies, and television, have 
spewed ungodly propaganda 
that the world does not need 
God or that what God calls sin 
and evil is really a person's 
choice and should be accepted 
a n d  e v e n  s u p p o r t e d  b y 
everyone, including the church. 
With the consistent onslaught 

of lies and deception from the enemy, I 
believe many Christians have backed 
off and drawn away from engaging 
people with the good news of the 
Gospel.

Let me encourage you concerning this 
topic. There are indeed a lot of God-
haters in the world, BUT, let me make 
it clear I do not believe there are more 
haters than there are those who are 
waiting to be exposed to the Way, the 
Truth and the Life! One thing I have 
found over many years of Evangelism 
is that when trouble arises most people, 
even those who claim not to believe in 
God, turn towards Him. They are 
looking for God. The world is in a 
season of trouble now!

The fear of persecution and affliction 
is something the devil tries to use 
against the church to shut it up! 2 
Timothy 3:12 says, “Yes, and all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution.” The early church 
experienced great persecution and the 
same is true today all across the world. 
However, when you understand the 
devil uses persecution as a means of 
intimidation to stop the Word, then you 
can overcome persecution, afflictions, 
and tribulations in Jesus' name. Notice 
what Jesus said in Mark 4:17 about 
those who hear the word but have no 
root in themselves. "and so endure 
only for a time. Afterward, when 
tribulation or persecution arises for 
the word's sake, immediately they 

stumble.” The devil wants 
Christians to stumble, he wants 
them to be silenced. I love what
Peter and John (Acts 4:18) 
along with their companions 
prayed after they had been 
s t r i c t l y  w a r n e d ,  e v e n 
commanded not to speak at all 
the name of Jesus! The bible 
says they further threaten them 
before letting them go. Their 
response was "Lord, look on 
their threats, and grant to Your 
servants that with all boldness 
they may speak your Word, by 
stretching out Your hand to 
heal ,  and that  signs and 
wonders may be done through 
the name of Your holy Servant 
Jesus." WOW, that inspires me, 
that encourages my faith! Acts 
4:21 says, "when they had 
prayed the place where they 
were assembled was shaken; 
and they were ALL filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke 
the Word of God with boldness." 
Our response to persecution or 
tribulation, afflictions should 
not be to draw back, to cower or 
back off but to pray to the Lord 
to grant us boldness and to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit and 
speak the Word of God with 
boldness!

I do not believe any Christian 
will be able to truly overcome 
and be an effective witness 
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without the help of the Holy Spirit. I don't mean help as a one time or occasional thing but the supernatural help 
that is ever-present when a believer is filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts chapter one begins the story of the 
transformation of those who believed on the name of Jesus as savior into witnesses who turned the world  
upside down, Acts 17:6. Believers who were filled with the Holy Ghost and power! Jesus instructed those that 
gathered in the upper room in Acts 1:8 NOT to depart from Jerusalem but to wait for the promise of the Father. 
Jesus said, "YOU SHALL be baptized with the Holy Spirit,"  verse 5 and in verse 8 Jesus said, "You shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to me.” I hope you have been filled 
with the Holy Spirit and power because it is a command from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As Holy Ghost 
filled believers we need not be fearful of persecution, afflictions, or tribulations that will come. That is not a 
negative confession but what the Word says, 2 Timothy 3:12, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.”

Pray, ask the Lord to fill you with the Holy Spirit and power. Ask Him to give you boldness to speak the Word 
of God and stretch out His hand to heal and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Jesus! 
Don’t let the devil silence you or hinder you from sharing Jesus with others. Now is the time to tell your friends, 
neighbors, family, co-workers about Jesus. Don’t wait for things to return to normal use this time to make a 
difference in somebody's life for eternity!

Tim

We have moved from FaceBook to YouTube!

(Type Tim Grisham Ministries in the YouTube 
search bar).

Join us live on YouTube every Thursday at 7 pm 
ET for our Insight Bible Study.

Also join us on YouTube for our newest live 
event Sunday 5 pm ET “The Voice of the 
Evangelist”!

We hope you will join us for these weekly events 
that will encourage and strengthen you!

TGM Livestream Events!

As you are aware even though some states are 

beginning to open up and relax the “crackdown,” the 

ripple effects are being felt and will continue to be felt 

for a while. This is affecting public gatherings and has 

caused several cancelations that deal with our 

outreaches.

May 21-25 Red River New Mexico Outreach 

canceled! The City of Red River has officially 

canceled the Memorial Weekend Biker Rally which 

TGM has setup and done outreach for the past couple 

of years.

June 10-13 Veteran Sand Box Reunion Kokomo, IN 

canceled! The Howard County Vietnam Veterans 

have officially canceled their reunion. HOWEVER! 

The grounds will be open and TGM will set up our 

tent and be a blessing to any of our veterans who come 

just to camp.

We are inviting any of our ministry friends and 

partners who would like to join us to please contact us 

at 765-461-1303 or message us on Facebook. Also, 

understand that we are not sure what the turn out may 

be but we are going to seize the opportunity!

UPDATE On May/June
TGM Outreaches


