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Is God Pleased By Your Faith?
There was a time in my life when I thought I had heard all there was to hear on the subject of faith. Back in the 80’s
it seemed, at least in the circles that we were acquainted with, that was the message of the day. The truth is, faith is a
message for everyday. I am glad Peggy and I came through a time when there was so much emphasis on faith. I also
realize that anytime there is a strong emphasis on any subject in the bible that there is also the possibility for people
to receive it in a manner that becomes out of balance with the rest of scripture. I believe the Holy Spirit brings
seasons of strong emphasis on certain areas so that the church will wake up to that truth.
Over the past decade or so there has been a strong emphasis on Grace. I am glad to hear some of the things I am
hearing and preach it as well. Just like with faith, the message of grace can be taught, as well as received, with so
much emphasis that sometimes people get over into a ditch! The fact is God’s grace is amazing and without it none
of us would be saved. If a Christian does not have a revelation of the grace of God they will end up trying to work
their way into God’s favor and blessing. If a person does not have a revelation of faith they may take the position
that, Jesus has done it all, and just sit back thinking that whatever happens must be the will of God.

The point I am making in all this is to say, we need a revelation of both faith and grace in order to live in the fullness
of what God has for us. If you struggle with either of these topics let me give you a simple solution. Grace is God’s
supply. In other words, grace is what God has already done through Jesus Christ. Grace says, regardless of who
you are or what you have done, good or bad, only what Jesus has done counts! We know we cannot add anything to
what Jesus has done. We are not saved by our works and therefore we do not stay saved by our works, (Ephesians
2:8). So where does that leave us? We know faith without works is dead, James 2:26 and Hebrews 11:6 says that it
is impossible to please God without faith. Faith is our response to what God has already done through Christ.
Grace is God supplying and Faith is our response to Him. It sounds simple and it is, yet many Christians do not
apply this simple truth to their lives. Years ago I remember trying to earn Gods love by “living by faith” or my idea
of living by faith. I was forgetting that God loved me while I was yet a sinner and if He loved me then He surely
loves me now!

Hebrews 11 says God is being pleased by our faith. But, is it faith in what He has done, faith in His love for us and
what He has done for us, or is it faith in ourselves to please Him? If you’re trying to earn God’s love then you are on
a fast track to frustration and failure. Real faith believes God loves you regardless of your performance. God is
pleased when you and I believe it enough to receive it and act on it.
Faith is all about how we respond to our Heavenly Father, how we respond to Jesus’ word and the leading of the
Holy Spirit. Faith is not looking in the mirror at our failures or short comings, but looking into the perfect law of
liberty, (James 1:25). When we get our eyes on Jesus, put our trust in His word and do what it says we experience
the blessing. Too many times people try to use their faith to make themselves better in hopes of God blessing their
effort. That is works not faith! The natural mind always wants to look in the mirror and judge whether what it sees
is good or bad. Real faith looks to the Word of God and agrees with what God says and how He see us in the image
of His Son. Perfect and lacking nothing! Remember this, you are a spirit (born again), you have a soul (mind, will

and emotions) and you live in a body. Only your spirit is born again! Your soul and ﬂesh change by submitting
them to the Word of God.

So, we don't abuse grace by living according the whims of the ﬂesh or by setting back thinking that whatever
happens, happens. God has given each one the measure of faith (Romans 10:17). Not some generic faith, but His
faith! Because He has given us His faith and the authority to use it we need to do so. Faith operates on the
knowledge of God’s Word. Faith believes and then goes to work. Faith does not work to believe! That is a very
important statement. The very essence of faith is believing and that comes by hearing the Word and hearing by the
Word of God. When we hear the Word our faith is activated to believe and when we believe we need to act on what
it is we believe.

God is pleased by our faith when our faith relies in what His grace has already supplied. Jesus already paid the
price and now we do not work to obtain, but the work of our faith is in response to what God has provided for us in
His Word.

Tim
Special Thank You!
Peggy and I want to thank all of our Colorado friends and partners who attended our 2017
Ministry Banquet in Pueblo. We had a strong turn out and the Holy Spirit manifested in a special
way. We so appreciate your generous offering that will help us accomplish much in Romania!

God’s Redeeming Love

Peggy’s Corner

Psalm 103 says, “Bless The Lord O my soul and forget not all His beneﬁts;” Who
forgives all (past, present, and future) your iniquities (sins), Who heals all your
diseases, (Isa 53:4), and here’s the part that so many of us miss; Who redeems your
life (here on earth) from (intentional, accidental, or self-inﬂicted) destruction. I
believe there are people that are suﬀering with sickness, lack, and broken
relationships because they do not believe that God will heal, deliver and redeem
them despite their past. Nowhere in God’s Word have I read that He will not deliver someone because
they brought it on themselves. God wants to redeem us from our past. Don’t let the residue of the past
pollute your new life in Christ. God does not only forgive us, He redeems us. He takes what was broken
and makes it new. Today we re-purpose many things. Old dressers become new shelves and such. Do
we think this is some new thing? God has been doing it for years. Romans 8:28 - “all things work
together for good to those who love God.” ll Corinthians 5:17 - Those old things, whatever they were,
are passed away and all things have become new. We are not just saved, we are redeemed. Set free
from hurts, disappointments, and eﬀects of the past if we choose to believe God’s Word!
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