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Faith Under Fire!
I am sure anyone reading this article, who has been saved for any length of time, has found themselves being confronted
with something that has tried to steal their faith! Back in my early years of being a Christian when things would arise which
were contrary to what I was believing I remember thinking at times, “Is this the devil attacking my faith or is it God trying to
show me something or lead me in another direction?” Many times I have been faced with challenges while doing something
for God. At times it seemed like things just were not working out. In fact, it looked like nothing was going right! In those
times a person can ﬁnd themselves thinking this cannot be the will of God because if it were I would not be facing all these
problems. If it were the will of God things would go a lot smoother. Let me share some insights into this topic that I have
found to keep my thinking right and in line with the Word of God.
First rule of thumb when it comes to Faith and your Faith being under ﬁre, is:
1. Circumstances are never the determining factor!
What does this mean? It means you and I cannot walk by faith if our faith is built on circumstantial evidence. Psalm 34:19
NKJV Many are the afﬂictions of the righteous, But the Lord delivers him out of them all. Always remember that things don't
always go smooth when your in the will of God but He does deliver us! Jesus said in John 16:33 NKJV These things I have
spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world. What Jesus is saying is simple. There are going to be times of trouble, times when things are not going the way
they are supposed to go and life may seem hard at the moment. But, never forget that while you may be going through
something, there is peace in Him, in His Word. Jesus said… “But be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” Because
Jesus overcame - we can overcome.
2. Your Faith Must be Strengthened Through the Word.
I can’t tell you the times people have said to me that the problem they were facing or circumstance they were going through
was only going to make them stronger! My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing. James 1:2-4 NKJV. What many believe this is saying is that God sends these things to test or try our faith… NOT
so! The truth is that in life and in this world Jesus said there would be tribulation, He did not say it was from God. It is a fact of
life that problems are going to arise and you have two choices, one you can be overcome by the problem or number two
choose to confront the problem with the Word of God and overcome it! Problems, trials and tribulations only come to
challenge your faith not strengthen it. Faith is strengthened when you hear the Word, Romans 10:17, faith is strengthened
when you speak the Word. When we use our faith to overcome, it produces patience, which in turn brings about endurance.
Patience and endurance are the qualities of effective faith. Remember Galatians 6:9 NLT So let’s not get tired of doing what
is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.
3. Real Faith Stands Strong Under Fire
As far as American Christians go, we are facing some of the greatest challenges today than at any other time in our history.
Today, more and more, good is being called evil and evil being called good. Persecution is on the rise, and while many
Christians have not yet personally experienced it on any signiﬁcant level, the time is coming. Yes, and everyone who wants
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12 NLT. Persecution for a Christian is not an option!

The Word of God and allowing the Word to be rooted in you is the only way to endure persecution and afﬂiction with victory.
But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has
no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately
he stumbles. Matthew 13:20-21 NKJV. I believe there are many Christians who do not make the Word of God a priority in
their life, those who do not choose to attend a good solid bible teaching church. These are people (Christians) that suffer
needlessly from the devils attacks because they do not know how to stand in faith and overcome. Waiting until the enemy
attacks is not the best time to get in the Word; it’s not the best time to start being faithful to church. The best time is now, the
best time is before you face these things. Having faith that stands strong under ﬁre is faith that is not neglected.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all
the ﬁery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
Ephesians 6:13-17 NKJV
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Summer Outreach 2016
This summer we have numerous outreaches scheduled. We just ﬁnished up the second annual outreach to Veterans
from the Gulf war to our current day Veterans. We appreciate the opportunity the Howard County Vietnam Veterans
give us to be a blessing to these men and women. We served in excess of one thousand
meals over the three days we were on the grounds and ministered one on one to many!

I also want to mention what a blessing it was to have a group from Texas (Christian Faith
Fellowship) come all the way to Indiana to help TGM during this Veteran outreach. We
also had a team from Indianapolis Christian Faith Centre and the “Ascent Interns.”
Everyone was such a blessing and served so well!
This month we also began reaching out to migrant workers in our area which is a monthly
outreach working with our home church, Heartland. Last year we
had more than 30 people come to Christ. We will end the month of
June in Michigan where we will set up our tent for the second
annual “We are Patriot” outreach to Veterans, thanks to Many
Rivers Church in Kalkaska, MI
This is just the beginning of a power packed Summer of ministry
from preaching meetings in churches, training believers through
S.O.M.E. and doing soul winning outreaches! All of which is
possible because of those who support TGM. We can never say
thank you enough for those who give gifts and those who are our
monthly supporters. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
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