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What Does This Year Have In Store For Us?

Insights

I have a lot of expectation for this new year and I believe my expectation is not vain but founded upon the Rock! Matthew 
chapter sixteen beginning in verse thirteen Jesus asked His disciples a question, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, 
am?” They answered, “some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus asked 
His disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Unlike 
anyone else or another religion, you and I have put our faith and trust, in the Son of the Living God! Every other religion is 
founded on someone or something other than “The Living God.” My expectation is not in a man, it is not in a system or a 
method, but in “The Son of the Living God” and Him alone. That’s powerful, that is awesome! As you read on in this 
chapter, Jesus tells Simon Bar-Jonah, who Jesus renames Peter, that he is blessed because his response to Jesus’ question did 
not come from another source. It came from God Himself. Jesus said, “flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in heaven.”

Revelation: revealed knowledge from God through The Holy Spirit, is the very foundation our faith must be built on. 
Revelation comes through the written Word of God (the Bible) and is brought to life by the Holy Spirit.“For the word of God 
is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and 
marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” Hebrews 4:12 NLT 

Some people approach a new year as a new beginning or a fresh start. Like starting with a clean slate so to speak. I have a 
different approach, I believe each day and each new year is the result of a previous day or previous year. How we spend our 
day today will affect our future. Now, that is not to say when we do something wrong that there is not forgiveness and 
restoration. But, some people have the idea that a new day or a new year is like starting over. It reminds me of the movie 
“Ground Hog Day,” this guy would wake every morning only to repeat the same day over and over. Listen, the Bible says, 
“The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each 
morning.” Lamentations 3:22-23 NLT. Praise God. We can never wear out Gods mercy it’s new every morning, but that 
does not mean we have to start each day all over again. The point is, if what we do today has no bearing on tomorrow then we 
are going to be like the guy in that movie, always staring over and never getting anywhere! I have great expectations for 
2017 not because I get a chance to start fresh, but rather, because God’s Word is true. It is a seed that has been and continues 
to be planted in my life year after year. Jesus said that the sower sows the Word and the Word brings forth thirty, sixty and one 
hundred fold harvest. God’s Word brings forth God’s plan and His promises in our lives. While we may encounter some 
problems along the way or sin creeps into our lives we must remember that in Christ we don't have to start over. But we get to 
build upon that which is good, that which is solid, The Rock and all else is sand. Whatever is in your life that is not built on 
the Word, (Jesus Christ), is going to fail, it is going to be blown away in the storms of life. Only those who build their lives on 
Christ will have anything of value left at the end of the day. Jesus said “upon this rock I will build my Church (His people) 
and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”

I am approaching 2017 with great expectation because I believe in a great God. My slate has been cleansed by the blood of 
Jesus Christ. His mercies toward me are new every morning and His grace is sufficient everyday. If I sin I don't let it take 
dominion over me and bring guilt and condemnation, but I acknowledge sin for what it is: DEFEATED. Not by my efforts 
but by Jesus Christ. When sin tries to enter I put my eyes on Jesus, I get my attention back on the Word where it belongs and 
sin flees! Don't let sin or self ambition dictate how this year is going to unfold. Don't let the devil convince you that every 
time you sin or fall short in an area you have to go back to the end of the line and start over. Turn your eyes on Jesus, look to 
the Word of God and sin will flee from you. Purpose to give more of yourself to God. I hear people pray and sing songs about 
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wanting more of God and they tell God they want more of Him. Are you saying God I want more of you in 2017? If so, then 
realize God is not withholding Himself from you. You and I must move towards God. Expose yourself more to God’s Word 
and you will find more of God in your life. Its like losing weight, it would be great if we could take a magic pill and keep 
eating the way we eat yet lose weight. The truth is, if you are going to lose weight you are going to have to either eat less or 
eat differently. Eating chips and salsa, drinking sodas and sitting on the sofa while expecting to lose weight would be 
ridiculous! Our expectations for 2017 need to be based on God’s Word.  The Holy Spirit is faithful to bring understanding 
and revelation of God’s Word to us if we will simply expose ourselves to His Word. Do more than go to Church once or twice 
a week this year. Read the bible and search out other avenues of teaching and ministry. God has given us five gifts of ministry 
to speak into our lives, Eph. 4:11, so expose yourself to the ministry God makes available to you.

     After reading Tim’s article I began thinking of how easy it is for some to go from hoping to 
wishing. There is a big difference you know. Someone might be wishing they had more money 
or wishing they were healthy. There is no substance in a wish. As children of God we no longer 
wish for things to change, we have faith-filled hope that they can and will. As Christians we 
can do more than wish upon a star. Just like God spoke to the darkness and commanded 
“Light Be,” we can boldly declare what God has said about our circumstances. It’s not making 
something up or just saying something over and over like a broken record. Our confessions, 
(if they are according to the Word of God), are as powerful as if God Himself were saying 
them, if you truly are born again and have asked Jesus to be your Lord. The word Lord means: (having power 

and authority over others, a ruler by hereditary right or preeminence to whom service and obedience are due). If 
that is your relationship with Jesus, then according to the Bible, His words coming out of your mouth are just as 
powerful as if God Himself were saying it.

     1 Corinthians 3:16 NKJV Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. My prayer for 2017 is Hebrews 13:20,21 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from 

the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 

blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in 

every good work to do His will, working in you what is well 

pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory forever and ever. Amen.

2017 Colorado Friends & Partners Banquet

Hello to all our friends and partners in Colorado, as 
you know in 2015 we moved our banquet from 
November to February 2016 (skipping 2015). We had 
a great time of fellowship and the Lord really 
ministered to us all. This year we will be in Romania 
a good portion of February so we are planning to 
come in mid-March. We have not yet nailed down a 
date for the banquet but we will next month. We will 
send out invitations the end of February and hope 
that you will plan to be there. We love this special 
time the Lord has given us with you all.

We appreciate those who have 
responded so far with an extra 
offering to help us with our 

Romania Missions Outreach. We 
have a busy schedule set up for 
us once we arrive January18th. 
We will be in Romania for four 

weeks preaching in churches, holding our S.O.M.E. 
training camps and doing outreach. I am really looking 
forward to this time of ministry. Evangelism is 
something unique in Romania among the churches. 
There are many preachers, pastors & teachers that 
travel to these churches, but having an Evangelist who 
actually trains believers and goes out on the streets to 
win souls and heal the sick is uncommon to say the 
least! Experiencing the power of God in church is 
exciting but seeing it operate on the streets among 
unbelievers is awesome.
Please pray for us as we travel and know that we are 
forever grateful for your support!
If you want to help support this ministry outreach to 
Romania with an extra gift please mark your gift (RO).


