
Many weeks of preparation have been spent for the upcoming outreach to our Vietnam Veterans and those who 
serve and protect. By the time you read this we will be just a few days away! We have ministry friends coming 
from as far West as Texas and as far East as Maine. As well as Oklahoma, Michigan, Ohio, and of course from all 
over Indiana! This outreach has grown into something really special and this will be the first year we will have two 
locations operating. It is a real step of faith to commit to serving thousands. We believe God for provision and 
thank our partners for joining with us in this adventure of faith. To those who have already given food, finances or 
physical help we want you to know how much you are appreciated.
    
Every year Veterans come to us asking, “How are you able to do so much without accepting donations from us 
and those you are serving?” The answer is always the same… “God loves you and He puts the desire on the 
hearts of people to give so that we can bless you in the name of Jesus.” They are also shocked to hear how 
others have traveled hundreds of miles and taken time off from work or spent their vacation time just to come 
serve! Peggy and I are so blessed to have such awesome partners and friends to this ministry. Thank you for 
giving and thank you for praying!
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ONE HUNDRED TWENTY!

We have our faith set on believing for 120 people who are able to give $100 in support of this year's Veteran 
Outreach. As I have mentioned this is our largest single outreach of the year and requires a lot of preparation time. For 
the most part we set aside the entire month of September just for this one outreach. From setup to tear down is 10 
days, but there is so much more to getting everything ready. Then there is the clean up! This year we are providing 
meals at both the Veteran grounds and at our ministry headquarters, located just one mile West of the Veteran's 
grounds. By setting up in both locations we will be able to serve the Police and Fire personnel as well. In addition to the 
meals we will also have a live band.

To accommodate our guests and the volunteers at our ministry headquarters, we are installing underground wiring 
for outdoor lighting, pouring concrete sidewalks, building a wheelchair ramp, port-a-toilets will be rented and the list 
goes on! We will also be installing RV electrical connections for the volunteers camping on our grounds. Please 
consider supporting this outreach so we can tell others what the love of God has done for them.

Recently my wife Peggy ministered a message at our home church. She ministered from Hebrews chapter 11. Yes, 
the Faith chapter! Peggy spoke a challenging word asking “Where is your faith taking you?” Her message has 
inspired me to write these words you are about to read. The stretch marks of your faith may seem a little strange for a 
title (by the way, the title is not Peggy’s idea) but this is what I have been mediating on since her message. I can’t help 
but relate this to the stretch marks that a woman might be left with after she has given birth! Now don't get offended or 
think I am weird. The truth is a women's body goes through a huge amount of change before she gives birth. After it’s 
all over she is left with the marks of that experience! A believer and follower of Jesus Christ can experience these 
“stretch marks” in their life as the result of their faith. Let me explain…faith, real bible faith, will always stretch your 
thinking, stretch your imagination and stretch your comfort zone! Faith at times can stretch your finances and even 
your physical abilities. Faith is awesome! Faith is a God quality not a man made substance. Faith comes from God 
and is a gift! Romans 12:3 NLT “Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 

warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring 

yourselves by the faith God has given us.” Ephesians 2:8 NKJV, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” There are many positive results and blessings that faith will bring. 
There are also things your faith can cause which might not be seen as a blessing unless you’re looking at them by 
faith! For instance, look at Paul and Silas in Acts, they had been doing the will of God when they were threatened for 
preaching in the name of Jesus. They received a horrendous beating and then were thrown into prison. Imagine 
yourself doing the will of God and then you are beaten and put into prison for it! Yet, in Paul and Silas' case, even 
through they suffered greatly and bore the marks of a beating, they did not give up but gave praise to God. Their faith 
not only got them into trouble but it also got them out. Faith is what sustained them and empowered them to be a 
witness to all the other prisoners. The jailer also ended up receiving Christ, as well as his entire household!

Sometimes I think Christians believe that having faith means not having problems. They think that if you encounter 
problems in life then you must not have enough faith. Or, if you’re not having problems or encountering resistance 
then you’re not really in faith. So…which is it? The truth is, faith is not about problems. Jesus said “These things I have 

spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world.” John 16:33 NKJV. Real bible faith is about walking in peace in spite of the problems or 
tribulation you may encounter. The world we live in is full of problems and bad things happening all around us but true 
faith does not look at the outward appearance as the end result. True faith puts trust in God’s word! Understanding the 
Word of God by allowing the Holy Spirit to bring you revelation is the key to your faith. Faith only operates according to 
the Word of God. Faith feeds on the Word. Faith works because of the Word. The same holds true if you’re not looking 
to the Word of God. If you're looking at the problem then your faith is not going to be effective.

All who live by faith will bear some “stretch marks.” Whether they be battle marks - which remind us of the past 
victories - or the marks of growth, faith will always lead us into triumph through Christ Jesus. “Now thanks be to God 

who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place.” II 
Corinthians 2:14 NKJV.
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