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The Call To Evangelism
Back in February I shared with you how the Lord has instructed us to begin training those who have the call of the Evangelist on 
their lives according to Ephesians 4:11. I believe God has called many to be Evangelists yet, because there is little said or taught 
about the ministry gifts of the Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher, many are either unaware or simply do not know 
how or where to begin their ministry calling. I hear over and over from Pastors that, there are not many true Evangelists in the 
body of Christ or they have no knowledge of other Evangelists. I believe God is calling the Evangelist to come forth, for people to 
acknowledge the call, answer the call, and walk in this calling.

I remember back in 1981 when Peggy and I were attending a family reunion several people asked me, “Tim are you still working 

construction with your dad?” I found myself saying “yes, but God has called me to the ministry!” When I heard myself say these 

words I was almost shocked. I had not said these words before. I had not shared with my wife Peggy or anyone else up to that 

point. On our way home from the reunion I told Peggy, “you will never guess what I told your family today.” She said, “you will 

never guess what I told them.” Turns out we both told her family that I was called to the ministry. It was just a few months later that 

we sold everything we owned that did not fit into a 4x8 U-haul trailer, and moved to Fort Worth, TX to go to Bible School. Even 

though I believed I was called to the ministry I really had no idea what that meant. In fact, I did not know there were specific 

callings as specified in Ephesians 4:11. I knew some were called to be pastors, others who traveled around to churches to sing and 

preach and missionaries who went to Africa, that was the extent of my knowledge.

Even after graduating Bible School and receiving my Ordination in 1984 I still did not understand what the call of the Evangelist 

really meant for my life. I had no real example of an Evangelist to pattern my life and ministry after. Peggy and I found ourselves 

even starting a church and trying to pastor from 1984-1986. While that was a great learning experience for me and has helped me 

over the years better understand the role of the pastor it did not help me understand what being an Evangelist was. In 1986 a man 

of God by the name of Bernie Davis sat down with me and asked me if I had given any thought to the call of the Evangelist. I said 

“yes, all the time!” He replied, “I believe it’s time you stop trying to pastor and get on with the ministry of the Evangelist God has 

called you to.” For the next year I spent as much time with Bernie as possible. I traveled with Bernie to meetings he preached, 

worked on his house, and listened to his many stories of preaching the gospel and doing signs, wonders, and miracles in the name 

of Jesus. At the time I did not realize the impartation I was receiving. In 1987, Bernie went home to be with Jesus. A year or so 

later I came in contact with Bernie’s nephew, Jerry Davis. Jerry was the first guy I met that understood 

his call as an Evangelist. Jerry was actively leading people to Jesus and teaching the Church to do the 

same. Jerry and I became close friends and even neighbors for a period of time. We traveled together 

into 23 countries preaching the Gospel on the streets and taking the church out of its four walls to share 

Christ. I learned a lot from Jerry and I think more than anything, I learned what being an Evangelist 

meant for Tim Grisham.

Not all Evangelists are the same. Just like not all pastors are the same. The call of the Evangelist, like 

the other gifts, is unique. God is the one who calls us, He is the one who fits us into His calling. The 

calling does not fit into our lives but our lives fit into His calling! There are several times in the New Testament we are instructed 

to put on Christ. “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ.” Galatians 3:26-27 NKJV. Being a Christian is not just carrying a “free pass to Heaven.” Being a Christian is 

putting on Christ! Being a Christian is living in the newness of life that comes through Jesus Christ and not making provision for 

the flesh, our own carnal desires. “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” 

“The Call of 
the Evangelist, 
like the other 

gifts, is 
unique.”



Consider the birds!

While listening to Tim Minister on the goodness of God and how He has provided everything for us, the 
scripture Luke 12:24 “Observe and Consider the ravens; for they neither sow or reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn; and (yet) God feeds them. Of how much more worth are you then the birds!” came up 
in my spirit.

It became very clear to me that birds live wherever and eat whatever according to their ability and circumstances. They simply do 
the best they can. They make homes in trees, under bridges, in heaps of wood and trash. Birds eat bugs, trash or seeds that are left 
out for them by kind hearted people that are sympathetic toward them. They have no way to gain wealth to build elaborate bird 
houses or to have their favorite grains or bugs delivered to them. This passage is not talking about working, however, it brings up the 
law of sowing and reaping.

We know Jesus came and redeemed us from the curse of the law. However, there are laws that are not curses that are set in place to 
help us. God has given us the law of sowing and reaping for our benefit. There is more to sowing and reaping than throwing seed 
(money) at a target and walking away and having it returned to you with interest (harvest). Sowing (planting) is on purpose! There is 
preparation, hearing the Word of  God, seeking what, where and how much to plant. We don’t plant rice in the desert or corn in a 
marsh field. Some things take more than sowing one seed to produce a harvest (corn for example). You can go through all the work of 
sowing yet not reap your harvest. You must water your seed, you need to keep the birds, rodents and weeds out of your field (heart) 
and that takes faith not just hope. We know this kind of faith only comes from  reading, studying and applying God’s Word to your 
life, your words, thoughts and deeds.

Romans 13:14 NKJV. You may think “what does this have to do with the call of the Evangelist?” Once we become a Christian, in 

Christ, our lives are not our own! We have been bought with a price and how we live is key to following Jesus and God’s will for 

us. God has a plan, a blueprint for each of our lives and we need to realize our life is not for us to spend as we please. This may 

sound strong but it is true. God did not save us to leave us to ourselves so that we can just live our lives according to our own plans 

and desires. You may be thinking “well, I believe that God wants me blessed, He wants me to be happy and He wants to give me 

the desires of my heart.” Yes, I agree with all of that but the truth is, you will never really be happy unless you’re fulfilling God’s 

purpose for your life. The desire of your heart must become the desire of His heart, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His 

righteousness,” and yes, Jesus wants us blessed it’s part of our inheritance but with blessing comes responsibility.

I say all this to stir you up! Has God called you to be an Evangelist? That is between you and God. However, God has called you 

and equipped you to be a Christian! I tell churches all the time that as an Evangelist I am not called to save the world, I am called to 

equip the Church. As a believer and follower of Jesus Christ I am called to the world. Jesus said “Go Ye 

Into All the World and Proclaim the Good News to Everyone.” He was speaking to His disciples and 

telling them to teach others to make disciples “teaching them to observe all things I have commanded 

you;” Matthew 28:18-20. So many in the church today have either forgotten or simply do not realize 

that they are called by Jesus to be His disciples and to disciple others in all things Jesus has command us 

to do. In closing I must remind us all that being a disciple is a command of our Lord and savior Jesus  

Christ! Most Christians treat this command as a good suggestion but not an absolute necessity. The dictionary defines the word 

command as, (give charge, to enjoin) it also means (a fixed position, give self wholly to and to set out for a definite point or goal). 

The bottom line is that every Christian has been called, given a charge to make disciples and that is why Jesus has commanded 

TGM to do more than preach in churches and preach crusades, but also to provide training through our S.O.M.E. School of 

Mission Evangelism. This training is specifically designed for believers and for those called to the ministry of the Evangelist. I 

pray that if you are not doing what Jesus command you to do that you will consider starting today. Don't just be a church attender 

but be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Not a hearer of the Word only but a doer of the Word. I pray that these words encourage you, 

challenge you and remind you of the great commission of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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