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The Power of The Cross 
1 Corinthians 1:18, Romans 1:16 

 

Intro 
The famous painter, Holman Hunt, did a painting entitled ‘The Shadow of the Cross.’ In it he 
depicts the inside of the carpenter’s shop. Stripped to the waist, Jesus stands by a wooden 
trestle and lifts his eyes towards heaven. The look on his face is either that of pain or ecstasy. 
He also raises his arms and the shadow he casts looks like the form of a cross on the wall 
behind him.  
 
On the back wall the tool rack looks like a horizontal bar on which his hands seem to be 
crucified. The tools remind us of the fateful hammer and nails. On the left side of the painting 
we see Mary with her hands resting on the chest in which the rich gifts of the Magi are 
stored. We cannot see her face but she seems to be startled at Jesus’ cross-like shadow on 
the wall. 
 
Though Holman’s idea is historically fictitious, it is nevertheless theologically true. Since Jesus’ 
youth, indeed even from his birth, the cross cast its shadow ahead of him. His death was very 
central to his mission. I would like to share with you at least 7 powerful truths on the meaning 
of the cross, the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Power of the Cross 
1/ The Power of the Cross Shows God's Holiness. God will not tolerate sin and sin is 
punishable by death.  In Scripture we read, "For the wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). God is 
holy and he must punish sin. Sin is completely opposite to God. God will not allow sin to co-
exist with him in heaven. 
 
The wrath of God is kindled against our lies, our acts of cruelty, our immoralities, our hatred 
toward others, and our disobedience toward God. 
God's anger was appeased. His wrath was turned away at the cross. Christ brought us into a 
peaceful relationship with the Father (Rom. 5:1, 9). Hallelujah! 
 
2/ The Power of the Cross Shows that We Are Justified. 
Jesus took the full weight of the sin in our lives. We are free from sin’s bondage. John the 
Baptist said of him, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). 
Christ took upon himself our sickness – our sin. We can live with a clean guilt free conscience. 
To be justified means that we are declared innocent and righteous. We are accepted by God. 
God forgives us and makes us right before Him.  
 
Romans 5:9, “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him!” He pardons all our sins and all moral wrongs that we 
have committed. That’s what Jesus did on the cross for us. 
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3/ The Power of the Cross Shows that We Have Peace with God.  
We are fully reconciled with our Creator. We were once enemies of God and Jesus made us 
friends of God by reconciling us to God. 
Roman 5:1 says, "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
 
Also in Romans 5:10-11 we read, “For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to 
him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved 
through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation.”  
We are no longer enemies but friends with God! What an amazing blessing! 

4/ The Power of the Cross Frees Us from Satan’s Bondage. 
The work of Christ on the cross was powerful in gaining spiritual liberation for humanity. The 
cross was God's great rescue operation. He delivered us from the clutches of satanic power 
and destruction and bought us from the slave market of sin and hell. He redeemed us! 
The Biblical meaning of the word redeem is: “to deliver from slavery or from captivity of an 
enemy by payment of a ransom.” 
 
Human beings are deceived when they think that they are free without God. Those who are 
slaves to sin end up paying a terrible price. The waste of human potential and the erosion of 
human dignity is tangible evidence to this truth. Those in the shackles of alcohol and drugs. 
Those in bondage to their passions and lusts. Those in spiritual darkness and oppression. 
 
The greatest need is for a powerful spiritual deliverance. Only Jesus Christ can provide this. 
He reaches down to the root of human evil and weakness and sets us free. He sets us free 
from the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8 says, “The one who does what is sinful is of the 
devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” 
 
5/ The Power of the Cross Transforms Lives  
The message of the cross is the power of God to transform lives. It is literally "the power of 
God" to "save those who believe." Lives are profoundly changed. 
For over 2,000 years countless precious souls have come to that cross with their sins and 
weaknesses, and asked God to forgive their sins and to save them from hell. Their lives are 
changed for the better. 
 
Thieves stop stealing; liars begin telling the truth, prostitutes find a new profession; 
drunkards and drug addicts leave their vices. 
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” 
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6/ The Power of the Cross Shows that Christ Identifies with Our Suffering. 
Christ identifies with our suffering and pain. He knows what it means to be tempted, 
oppressed and victimized. He experience it on the on the cross.  
Hebrews 2:18, “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted.” 
 
Dr. John Stott (great theologian) confessed, “I could never myself believe in God, if it were not 
for the cross... In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to it?” 
A God who allowed himself to bleed and to suffer. A God who was a true human being and 
who connects so much with human suffering. Christ identifies with us. 
 
7/ The Power of the Cross Shows How Much God Loves Us. 
The cross shows us how important we are in God's sight. 
In Romans 5:8 we read, "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us." 
 
We live in an increasingly depersonalized society. It seems to me that more and more we are 
just a number on a long list with other numbers. How easy it is for people to depreciate 
themselves, to forget their dignity and self-worth as human beings. We are unique and 
special. From the cross God declares, “You are most precious and valuable to me.”   
 
We are important. Our souls are priceless in God's eyes. We are of infinite worth to God. That 
is why Christ went to the cross. Though it may be hard to understand, much less to believe, it 
is nonetheless true. If you were the only one in the entire world that stood in need of help 
and saving, Jesus Christ would have come for you alone. That's how precious you are to him. 
 
What difference does it make that a Man called Jesus Christ nearly 2,000 years ago hung on a 
cross? What difference does it really make? All the difference in the world, in time and in 
eternity. 
We all must come to the foot of the cross. We must come on God’s terms. Confess our sins, 
repent and invite Jesus into our hearts. 
 
Conclusion 
Years ago a cardiologist by the name of Dr. Maurice Rawlings and his colleagues interviewed 
more than 300 patients who claimed near-death experiences. What made Dr. Rawlings' study 
unique was that the interviews were not conducted months or years later but immediately 
after the experiences had occurred while the patients were still too shaken up in the 
immediacy of the moment to gloss over their experience. 
 
Nearly 50 percent of them reported encountering images of fire, of tormenting creatures, and 
others seeing a terrible place very different from heaven. In follow-up interviews much later 
many of those same people had changed their stories, apparently unwilling to admit to their 



4 
 

families, maybe even to themselves, that they had caught a glimpse of something like what 
the Bible calls hell. 
Dr. Rawlings concludes in his book, "Just listening to these patients has changed my life. There 
is a life after death, and if I don't know where I'm going, it is not safe to die." 
(Source, Dr. Maurice Rawlings, To Hell and Back). 

 
My friend, my message to you this day is that you don’t have to face the horror of hell. You 
don’t have to be separated from everything and everyone that you love. You can spend your 
eternity in the glory of Heaven! 
 
The choice is yours! Which will it be? It sounds like such a simple choice and yet the Scripture 
says that there will be only a few who will choose to enter Heaven. Most will experience the 
horrors of death and even worse the Lake of Fire, hell itself. 
 
Make your choice now! Let your answer be, “Yes Lord, I will accept you now. I repent of my 
sin and invite you into my life. Yes Lord, I want to live for you!” 
 
Make your decision now before it’s too late.  
Jesus said: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life and only a few find it.” (Luke 13:24; Matt. 7:13-14). 
 
 


