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The Sin of Slandering and Judging Others 
James 4:11-12 
 
Intro 
Have you ever been judged based on your appearance? Have you ever been judged based on rumors 
and lies? Have you been judged because of your past? Have you been criticized for doing something 
different or even being different?  
 
I think everyone of us has a story and part of a story that includes being judged or condemned 
unfairly by others – something we really have very little control over.  
The challenge with being on the receiving end of judgment is to not let peoples unfair judgments 
cause us to harbor resentment and bitterness against them. 
 
Funny 
I like what Steve Martin the comedian once said, "Never judge a man unless you’ve walked a mile in 
his shoes. Then you’ll be a mile away and you’ll have his shoes." 
 
Context 
As we have been looking at James chapter 4 in the last few weeks, James has been dealing with 
Christians who were being unfaithful to God by following the world's path of self-reliance and self-
glorification. He has also called them to repent from their sinful ways and to begin to submit to God 
and draw closer to Him. 
 
Now James warns his readers not to turn on each other in slander or in judgment of each other. Let 
us look at the following verses. 
 
James 4:11a 
“Brothers and sisters do not slander one another.”  
Basically, James is talking about the blasphemous sin of defaming others. The dictionary defines 
"defamation of character," as an attack on the reputation of someone by speaking and publishing 
falsely and maliciously things that slander and injure."  
Slander in the Bible means to spread hurtful lies about someone, or even to say unkind and bad 
things about them. It is also malicious gossip. 
 
Notice that James in verse 11 establishes our family relationship with each other as Christians – 
"brothers and sisters."  He uses "brothers and sisters" a couple of times.  James reminds us that we 
have a common Father (in the Person of the God who adopted us), a common Brother (in the Person 
of Jesus Christ), and a common kinship (in that we are brought together into God's family as His 
children). So as God’s family we are to be ever so careful not to slander one another, not to judge 
maliciously. 
Think for a moment why people deliberately set out to slander and speak evil of others? It is often 
rooted in prideful desire to elevate self or advance self in some way: 

 We speak evil of someone in order to take revenge on them. 

 We speak evil of someone because we're envious of them. 

 We speak evil of someone out of selfish motives, in order to gain some advantage over them. 

 We speak evil of someone out of a prideful desire to be an 'interesting conversationalist'. 
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James 4:11b 
“Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges 
it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it.” 
What does James mean by the speaking and judging the law? I believe James had in mind Leviticus 19 
where God gives various laws of how His people ought to conduct themselves. Leviticus 19:16 God 
specifically says, “‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. Do not do anything that 
endangers your neighbour’s life. I am the Lord.’” Also in Leviticus 19:18 God says, “Do not seek 
revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I 
am the LORD.” 
 
Judge  
James uses the word “judge” (Greek: Krino) and it has quite a few shades of meaning. But in this 
passage James is referring to condemning and to judging the motives of a person. His warning reflects 
that of Christ’s teaching in Matthew 7:1-5, 
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, 
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust 
in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove 
the speck from your brother’s eye.” 
 
To pass judgment on others is to invite the same process of judgment upon ourselves. The Lord is the 
only one who can judge the motives and intents of the heart. He is the only perfect judge. 
 
When we judge others we manifest an erroneous view of ourselves. Putting ourselves in God’s place 
as judge and it perverts our perspective of others and of ourselves. Often the sin of the critic can be 
greater than the sin of the person he or she is criticizing. 
This is what Jesus calls the “plank” or “log” in the eye. The wretched and gross sin that is always blind 
to its own sinfulness is self-righteousness, which is the sin that Jesus repeatedly condemns in the 
scribes and Pharisees.  
 
The very nature of self-righteousness is to justify self and condemn others. In doing so the self-
righteous people play God, because they judge themselves on the basis of their own standards and 
wisdom. Self-righteousness is the worst of sins because it trusts in self rather than God. It trusts self 
to determine what is right and wrong. 
 
When you look at the greatest commandment of the law which Jesus spoke of, it is the law of love. 
In Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.” 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 
God gave the law to regulate people’s love for Him and their fellow human beings. Slander then is not 
only a violation of personal affection and love, but it violates God’s holy law of love. 
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James 4:12a 
“There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy.”  
When we speak against our brother or sister, we presume to be their judge; and we are actually 
putting ourselves in the place and authority of the one true Judge - Christ Himself! We make 
ourselves out to be in the place that only Christ has the right to occupy. 
 
Only the Lord Jesus Christ is perfectly qualified to be the judge of people. He alone has full wisdom 
and insight into the thoughts and motives of people. He alone knows how to deal with the sin of our 
brother or sister in a way that is perfectly balanced with justice and mercy. 
 
Christ willingly gave Himself as the sacrifice for sins on the cross, and He alone paid the full penalty 
for the sins of our brothers and sisters - making Him alone qualified to declare anyone who trusts in 
Him "not condemned" whenever a charge is brought against them.  
 
This is what the Bible teaches in Romans 8:33-34 when it says, “Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.” 
 
James 4:12b 
“But you—who are you to judge your neighbour?” 
We are not to judge because we will be judged. In Romans 14:10 Paul says, “You, then, why do you 
judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before 
God’s judgment seat.” 
 
To judge the motives and intent of someone’s heart is most difficult. We cannot know the whole 
person. In one situation a person may be unloving and graceless; in another that same person may be 
a tower of strength and beauty. 
 
When we presume to be the judge of our brother or sister, we are behaving like Satan. With pride we 
are in essence saying, "I will create the standard of right and wrong for other people. I will seat myself 
above the law of God. I will sit in the judgment seat against my brother and sister. I will make myself 
like the Most High!" 
 
Walter Trobisch once said, "Every negative remark about someone is a prayer to the devil, and is 
fulfilled immediately." Did you know that the root meaning of the Greek word for "devil" (diabolos) is 
"slanderer"? And when we are full of pride and not submitted to God, James tells us that we are in 
'cahoots' with the devil himself; we are cooperating with him and doing his work. 
 
In one edition of the "Peanuts" comic strip, Linus asks Lucy, "Why are you always so anxious to 
criticize me?" She answers, "I just think I have a knack for seeing other people’s faults." "What about 
your own faults?" asks Linus. Her response was, "I have a knack for overlooking them." Like Lucy we 
too have the convenient ability to overlook our own faults and always ready to judge others. 
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Conclusion 
What should we do about this sinful tendency in us to slander and judge? First, we should repent of 
the sin. We must stop doing it. We need to ask God to show us where we have offended Him and 
injured others in this sin; and allow His Holy Spirit to apply His conviction to us in this area. 

Second, we need to gently and lovingly - but firmly - confront it when we see others doing it. When 
we hear gossip being shared about someone else, we need to ask, "Have you discussed this matter 
with them yet?" And more importantly, “Have you prayed about it and have you prayed for the 
person.” 

F.B. Meyer (English pastor & friend of D. L. Moody) once said that, “When we see a brother or sister in 
sin, there are two things we do not know: First, we do not know how hard he or she tried not to sin. 
And second, we do not know the power of the forces that assailed him or her. We also do not know 
what we would have done in the same circumstances.” 
 
There is a tragic story that Rev. John MacArthur relates in respect to the serious sin of slander and 
gossip. He writes, 
‘I read something this week that shocked me. The writer puts it this way, “They were a happy little 
family living in a small town in North Dakota, even though the young mother had been entirely - had 
not been entirely well since the birth of her second baby. A simple and a humble little family. And 
each evening the neighbors were aware of a warmth in their hearts when they would see 
the husband and father being met at the gate by his wife and two little children. There was laughter 
in the evening, too. 
 
And when the weather was nice, the father and the children would play together on the back lawn 
while mother looked on with happy smiles. Then one day, a village gossip started a story saying that 
the father was being unfaithful to his wife, a story entirely untrue. But it eventually came to the ears 
of the young wife, and it was more than she could bear. 
 
That night when her husband came home, there was no one to meet him at the gate, no laughter in 
the house, no fragrant aroma coming from the kitchen, only coldness and something that chilled his 
heart with fear. And down in the basement he found the three of them hanging from a 
beam. Sickened, in despair, the young mother had first taken the lives of her two children and then 
her own. In the days that followed, the truth of what had happened came out. A gossip’s tongue had 
wrought a terrible tragedy.”’ 
 
Folks, the power of a slanderous tongue can destroy lives. Not only can it create tragedy and havoc in 
this world, but it slanders God Himself. So James says stop doing it, and if you continually do it, you 
are cooperating with the devil and you better test the genuineness of your faith. 
 
 


