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Patience in Trials  
James 5:7-12 
 
Intro 
We live in a very impatient society. An article on NPR (National Public Radio) claims that we have 
become "The Impatient Nation." We want quick answers to complex problems. The article puts it this 
way: 
“We speed date. Eat fast food. Use the self-checkout lines in grocery stores. Try the ‘one weekend’ 
diet. Pay extra for overnight shipping. Honk when the light turns green. Speak in half sentences. Start 
things but don't finish. We tweet stories in 140 characters or less, yet some tweets are too long. We 
cut corners, take shortcuts, we text. We clamor for more safety in the skies, and then complain when 
security takes too long—and is inconvenient.”  
 
That’s the kind of world we live in, instant, fast and a very impatient world. But today we are going to 
learn about waiting and being patient. Let’s look at James chapter 5 verses 7 to 12. 
 
Context 
In chapter 5 the first 6 verses James seriously warned the corrupt rich who were oppressing poverty-
stricken Christians. Here, he turns to encourage these poor suffering believers. He urges them to be 
patient as they wait for the coming of the Lord. The rich were living a very comfortable lifestyle and 
were ignoring and abusing the poor.  
 
But, according to James, the day of the Lord—or the "day of slaughter" (James 5:5)—was coming. 
This is referring to the Great White Throne Judgment where the corrupt and evil people will face the 
Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:11-15).  James had written that these rich corrupt people should start crying now 
in anticipation of the misery headed their way. But to those trusting in Christ, who had little money 
and status, James tells them to be patient and that they will receive comfort in the day of the Lord’s 
coming.  
 
Verse 7 
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains.  
In this passage James is encouraging the suffering believers to be patient until the Lord returns. This 
exhortation concerning patience is built around 3 illustrations:  

 The farmer (verse 7-9) 

 The prophets (verse 10) 

 Job (verse 11) 

Waiting and being patient is hard when you're suffering. James uses the analogy of a farmer for 
encouragement. He asks his readers to think of how the hardworking farmers have to wait for the 
payoff of their efforts. All of the hard labour and struggle, through all the stages of the growing 
season, eventually leads to a glorious harvest. Be patient like the farmer, James says. The harvest will 
come and they, the suffering ones, will receive their reward. Don’t lose hope and stand firm! 

It’s only a matter of time and the oppressed believers will be with the Lord and the wicked will meet 
their deserved judgment. Though the coming of the Lord is at hand, we aren’t told exactly when we 
will hear His blessed shout calling us to glory (1 Thess. 4:16-18). Thus we are to be like the farmer 
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who plants his seed and then patiently waits for the Lord to bring the early rain (that causes the seed 
to germinate) and the latter rain (that brings the crop to fruition). 

Verse 8 
You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.  
James says for the true believers to be like the farmer. The harvest is coming; the coming of the Lord 
is near. James tells them to stand firm; to strengthen their hearts and not be discouraged. His 
instruction for them is not to waver, especially when they're so close to receiving God's reward.  
 
Folks, we cannot control the timing of the day of the Lord. However, we can control how we respond 
to the waiting. The reality of God's promise—His pledge to rescue us and make things right—gives us 
the ability to stand firm, even when our circumstances have not changed yet. Hang in there believer! 
 
Verse 9 
Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters or you will be judged. The Judge is 
standing at the door! 
James is encouraging these suffering believers that they must stand firm and not to waver. Be patient 
and remain faithful. 
 
But in the meantime, conflict between them was evidence that they were not being strong in their 
patience. James counsels them not to grumble against each other, which shows a lack of trust in God. 
The fact that the day of the Lord will come soon means that the Judge is standing at the door. Don't 
risk His judgment by giving in to the pressure of your suffering and grumbling against each other.  
 
This echoes what James wrote to these same believers about their fighting and quarreling in James 
4:1. We read, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that 
battle within you?” Believers are to be patient toward both outsiders who oppress them and insiders 
who irritate them. Believers are forbidden to grumble against each other and to be bitter with one 
another. 
 
The temptation to go back and live according to the world's wisdom can grow stronger with our 
suffering, and the result is that it causes conflict between believers. To continue in grumbling against 
each other is to face the Lord’s judgment. This judgment that James speaks of is the judgment seat of 
Christ where all believers will face. The Apostle Paul writes about this judgment of believers in 2 
Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” Those who do not 
know the Lord will face final judgment to eternal damnation BUT believers will face the judgment for 
their deeds in the body, their works. 
 
Verse 10 
Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord.  
In verse 7 & 8 James offered the example of the farmer's patience as he waits for the harvest. Now 
He offers the example of the Old Testament prophets. These servants delivered God's messages, 
which often included warnings of God's coming judgment. Many years could go by without those 
warnings coming to pass, and the prophets often suffered great persecution while they waited for 
God to keep His promise.  
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These prophets remained patient in their suffering. They trusted God to sustain them until the 
prophecy came to pass. We too should do the same. In this encouragement is a truth that many of 
the prophets died while waiting for the Lord's promise. Predictions of the Messiah, for example, were 
not fulfilled until centuries later. 
 
This is a key perspective, because James is not promising that God will necessarily deliver believers 
and make all things right before they die. He is urging them to be patient and to remain faithful, as 
the prophets did, all the way through this life and into the reward of eternity.  
 
That doesn't mean that the day of the Lord cannot come before our earthly lives run out. Rather, it 
means that this promise from God is not earthly but eternal. This life is brief but God calls us to wait 
in patience and to stand firm, trusting Him all of the way through our trying times, no matter our 
circumstances. 
 
Verse 11 
As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s 
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy. 
In verse 11 James continues to urge the oppressed Christians to remain faithful to God. He calls on 
the persecuted to trust God in their suffering as they wait for the day of the Lord. The goal of 
worldliness is to avoid suffering and trials. The worldly quest is to get everything you want in life, no 
matter what it costs and no matter who it hurts. James makes it clear that the goal for believers is 
different.  
 
In this verse James points to a third example of waiting patiently in suffering. It’s the story told in the 
book of Job. Job was a man who endured enormous suffering while refusing to renounce his faith in 
God. In the end, God rewarded him by restoring all he had lost and giving him much more than he 
could have imagined. Job persevered in great suffering. We too need to persevere because in due 
time we shall receive a greater reward than what this world can offer. 
 
Suffering believers in every circumstance should follow Job's example of faithfulness to God in their 
physical and emotional suffering, and every believer in Christ should also expect to receive from God 
far more than what we have ever lost or suffered.  
 
This verse ends with a declaration about God's character: He is full of compassion, and He is merciful. 
God's character doesn't change. He always has compassion for His people in their suffering, and He 
is always merciful to those who are His, now and forever.  
2 Peter 3:8-9, teaches about God’s patience and compassion. “With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.” 
 
Verse 12 
Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All 
you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned. 
This verse seems that it doesn’t belong to this passage. It doesn't smoothly follow what James has 
been teaching about remaining faithful to God in suffering.  However, this seems to be part of James 
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intent. It's an important point, and it needs to be emphasized clearly.  
 
He begins by saying "above all," indicating that this is a big deal. He then repeats, nearly word for 
word, Jesus' command about taking oaths as recorded in Matthew 5:34–37. When James writes that 
we must not "swear," he isn't talking about using coarse language or using God's name as a cuss 
word. He is talking about a practice that was apparently common in those days. It’s about taking an 
oath to convince someone either that you were telling the truth or that you would keep a promise.  
 
It’s like when someone says, "I swear on a stack of Bibles that I'm not lying," or "I swear on my 
mother's grave that I'll pay you next week." Christ forbids us from doing this, and James reiterates 
that teaching. The issue is about honesty. Truthfulness should be the norm for true believers. Our 
simple yes or no should be completely binding since deception is never an option for us. If an oath is 
required to convince someone of our honesty or intent to be faithful, it suggests we may not be 
known for telling the truth. 
 
Most likely the taking of oaths had become a way of manipulating people or allowing an excuse to get 
out of some kinds of contracts. James is very explicit that dishonesty is never an option; so don’t 
swear or make an oath. Some Christians have read this command as forbidding them from taking 
oaths in legal matters such as the court of law or military service, but it is only a limit on personal 
oaths, especially those used for purposes of deception or manipulation. 
 
Conclusion 
Folks, there is a blessing in waiting in faith on the Lord. Some of the greatest figures in the Bible — 
people like Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Ruth, Hannah, David — had to wait for many years for God’s 
promises. Everything that happened in the meantime was used to prepare them, inwardly as well as 
outwardly. Then, when they reached their promise, they were blessed beyond measure. 
 
God invites us to trust in His goodness today and his faithfulness tomorrow. Relinquishing control to 
Him is the main way to experience His love and peace. It connects us intimately with the Lord. It 
creates a level of maturity and character that we will take with us into the future and it enables us to 
enjoy His eternal blessings all the more. 
 

Whether we feel we lack patience to wait on God, or to continue to love those that may be hard to 
love, we do in actuality have access to all the patience we need. We can trust God to give us the 
strength to bear our circumstances and instead use the time of waiting to grow in intimacy with the 
Lord. 


