Grace Personified
John 1:14-16
Intro
October 31, 2017 marked the five-hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation; an event that
tradition tells us began in 1517, when Martin Luther posted his ninety-five theses on the door of the
Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.
But Luther was not alone. There were many other Reformers before and after him. I would like to
mention a few of them.
 John Wycliffe (1330-1384). He translated some of first versions of the Bible into English.
Wycliffe placed greater emphasis on Scripture, advocating Bible-centred Christianity.
 John Huss (1369-1415). Hus was a Czech theologian who propagated the radical reforms of
Wycliffe. He was burnt at the stake but his teachings spread creating a strong reformation
movement.
 Martin Luther (1483-1546). Sought to reform the Roman Catholic Church which he felt had
been corrupted and lost its original biblical focus.
 Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531). A principal figure in the Reformation in Switzerland and
Europe. Zwingli proposed many reforms to the Catholic Church, based on the primacy of the
Bible.
 William Tyndale (1494-1536). He was the first to translate and print the Bible in English. His
work was deemed to be an illegal act. He was executed for blasphemy.
 John Calvin (1509-1564). He was a French Protestant reformer. Calvin broke from the Roman
Catholic Church in 1530. He wrote influential Christian works based on Scripture.
At the center of the Protestant Reformation Movement stands Luther’s rediscovery of the Gospel
message summarized as ‘The Five Solas.’ The Five Solas was the main theme of the Protestant
movement.
The Five Solas
 Sola Scriptura
Scripture alone- The Bible alone is our highest authority.
 Sola Gratia
Grace alone- We are saved by the grace of God alone.
 Sola Fide
Faith alone- We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ.
 Solus Christus
Christ alone- Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Saviour, and King.
 Soli Deo Gloria
To the glory of God alone- We live for the glory of God alone.
Today I would like to continue to speak on grace, which is one of the major themes of the Reformation
Movement. Last week I spoke on the meaning of grace. Let me recall to you its meaning.
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What is Grace?
Grace, as revealed in the New Testament, has a broad meaning and application. Grace comes from the
Greek word, “CHARIS”, which means: “God’s divine, gracious, favour and blessing; gracious care,
help, goodwill, benefit, gift, goodness, benefaction and endowment” (Source: Arnt & Gingrich, Greek
Lexicon). Grace, therefore, is a multifaceted word, showing many aspects of God the Father’s gracious
love as mercifully manifested through Jesus Christ.
Basically, grace is God's unmerited favour. That is, grace is God doing good for us that we do not
deserve. In the Bible, grace and mercy are like two heads of the same coin. Mercy is God withholding
His wrath and judgment that I deserve; grace is God giving me blessing or good that I do not deserve.
Because of God's mercy, I do not receive the judgment of God against my sins; because of God's
grace, I receive eternal life and a promise of heaven though I do not deserve it.
Grace is not only God's unmerited favour but it is kindness from God which we don't deserve. There is
nothing we have done, nor can we ever do to earn God’s favour and kindness. It is a gift from God.
Grace is Personified in Christ
What is the meaning of Personify: it means represented or embodied.
The grace of God is more than a divine attribute; it is embodied in a divine Person, Jesus Christ. Christ
not only is God incarnate but is grace incarnate. Only Christ personifies and expresses the grace of
God. Grace appeared visibly in the person and work of Christ.
The first coming of Jesus Christ was an expression of love by God the Father revealing His grace and
salvation through the birth, life, crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord… Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favour rests” (Luke 2:10-11, 14).
2 Tim. 1:9-10, “This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ.”
Also in Titus 2:11 we read, “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.”
John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Jesus came full of grace and truth. (John 1:14). Jesus is the full expression of God’s grace. All the
necessary truth to save in available in Christ. Jesus is the full expression of God’s grace and truth.
John 1:16, “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.”
In Christ all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form (Col. 2:9). The abundant supply of grace will
never be exhausted or diminished; grace will continually follow in an unlimited way, never-ending
flow to those who have received it (2 Cor. 12:9).
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How was Grace Personified in Christ?
There are so many examples in the Gospels of Jesus demonstrating grace. I would like to share with
you a few examples.
One of them was when the scribes and the Pharisees opposed Jesus for eating with tax collectors and
sinners, evidently thinking that one could eat with the clean only if one was clean while Jesus
maintained that eating with him would create cleanness; Jesus graciously welcomes sinners and tax
collectors to his table (Mark 2:13-17).
Remember the story of the woman who was caught in adultery and was brought before Jesus in the
temple court; the scribes and the Pharisees wanted justice served and wanted her stoned; Jesus doesn’t.
He graciously forgives her and bids her to sin no more (John 8:1-11).
Another example was the Samaritan woman who was surprised by Jesus’ treatment and His
graciousness to her; the disciples couldn’t understand why Jesus was talking with her; Jesus knows her
dark past; shows her grace and changes her life (John 4:1-38).
Then there’s the example of the Prodigal Son who dishonoured his father, took off with some of his
father’s estate, and ruined it all with sinful living; the Older Son couldn’t comprehend why the father
was so graciously forgiving when the prodigal returned home and why the father didn’t give him what
he deserved – justice. Jesus teaches that God is like that father and that he is like that father and that is
why he graciously welcomes prodigals and sinners to his table for fellowship (Luke 15:1-32).
I have only covered a few examples but there are many more of Christ manifesting grace because He is
grace incarnate.
Grace Expresses God’s Great Love
To understand the grace of God as revealed in the Bible is to comprehend one of the most wonderful
attributes of God; and it is the key to a deep, personal relationship between God the Father and every
believer, through Jesus Christ.
The grace of God expresses the greatness of His love and the richness of His mercy. To live within and
under the grace of God is to experience and appreciate the awesome love of God and His kindness.
Contrary to religious speculations, grace is not just a theological tenant or topic of argument and
discussion; in fact, the grace of God means life itself! Without grace there would be no salvation, no
Christianity, no eternal life! Grace is the foundation of true Christianity and that grace is embodied in
Jesus Christ.
What is Christianity’s unique contribution among world religions? GRACE! No other religion talks
about a gracious and loving Saviour as Jesus Christ!
Conclusion
Christians actually stand in a “continuous” state, or condition, of grace before God. “Therefore, after
having been justified by faith [that is, put into right standing with God through the forgiveness of sins
by the blood of Jesus Christ], we have peace with God through Our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom
also we now have the access by faith into this grace in which we now stand, and we are boasting
in the hope of the glory of God" (Rom. 5:1-2).
Here is a wonderful truth found in Romans 5:20, “Where sin abounds, grace abounds much more.”
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There is an old hymn that I learned that is based on this Scripture verse of Romans 5:20. I would like
to read a few verses and encourage you to sing with me the chorus.
Grace Greater Than Our Sin
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.
Chorus: Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin!
Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,
Threaten the soul with infinite loss;
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
Points to the refuge, the mighty cross.
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,
Freely bestowed on all who believe!
You that are longing to see His face,
Will you this moment His grace receive?
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