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God’s Wrath is Turned Away 
Romans 3:23-26 

Intro 

Last Sunday I said that the most dreadful and horrible situation to be in is to be separated from God 

and be His enemy. Another most dreadful situation is not only to be God’s enemy but to be under His 

wrath and judgment. It is to have no peace with God and in the end suffer the consequence of His 

wrath. That was the experience of a well-known atheist as he was facing death. 

Sir Francis Newport was a politician and the head of an English atheist club. His collogues were 

gathered around his deathbed and heard him say, “What arguments are there now to assist me against 

matters of fact? Do I assert there is no hell while I feel one in my bosom? That there is a God I know, 

because I continually feel the effect of His wrath.” 

 

What a horrible way to face death in total despair and agony. You see, God is love and His disposition 

is to love but His wrath and judgment is evoked by the wickedness of humans. It is the rejection of His 

grace which brings out His holy wrath. 

God’s wrath is the effect of human sin and wickedness. When God’s kindness, His patience and His 

grace are rejected His wrath will be manifest.  

 

Romans 2:4-8 clearly teaches this: 

 Do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s 

kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 
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But because of your stubbornness and your 

unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 

righteous judgment will be revealed. 
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God “will repay each person according to what they have done.” 
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To those who by persistence in 

doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal life. 
8 
But for those who are self-

seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 

 

God’s disposition is to love and show mercy and grace. But for those who reject His love and mercy, 

they will face His wrath and judgment. God’s kindness is intended to lead to repentance. 

God takes no pleasure in the death of anyone but wants them to come to repentance. 

 

This is taught in Ezekiel 18:23, 32 where the Lord says, “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the 

wicked? Declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and 

live? And in verse 32, “For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

Repent and live!” 

 

God calls us to repent, to receive His forgiveness and renewal. Those who truly repent and receive 

Christ as their Lord and Saviour are free from God’s wrath and His judgment! Their sins have been 

judged on the cross of Christ. 

 

My Sin Was Judged at the Cross 

This is the most astounding judgment of all. It is at the heart of the Gospel; it's what makes the gospel 

– the glorious Good News! 

 

In John 3:18 Jesus says, “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 
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The believer in Christ is not judged. What a liberating truth! Do you get it? What a tremendous 

blessing! Why is the believer not judged? Because Jesus took the penalty for our judgment and sin on 

the cross.  

 

In John 5:24 Jesus also said, “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent 

me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” 

 

Believers already have eternal life. They do not come into judgment, but they have already crossed 

over from death to life! 

 

What judgment do they pass? It’s called “The Great White Throne Judgment.” History is moving 

toward that great awful day, when the sinful and evil people of all ages will face the anger of God. In 

Hebrews 10:31 we read, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

It’s a great day of reckoning for those who refused God. 

 

The Great White Throne Judgment is found in Revelation 20:11-15, “Then I saw a great white 

throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was 

no place for them.
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And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 

opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what 

they had done as recorded in the books. 
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The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, 

and each person was judged according to what they had done. 
14 

Then death and Hades were thrown 

into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
15 

Anyone whose name was not found written 

in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 

God offers a way of escape from that great Day of Judgment. He wants us to come to Him for 

salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, because He does not want any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance. 

 

But one day the opportunity for repentance will end when people die in their sins. At that time God 

will execute His perfect judgment on the sinful and wicked.  

 

BUT true believers will not face the Great White Throne Judgment because Jesus took our judgment 

on the cross. He died my death and He appeased the wrath of God upon himself to spare us from it. 

Christ is our propitiation, and He made atonement for us. 

 

Propitiation/Atonement - Turn God’s Wrath Away 

Propitiation/Atonement means: “to turn away wrath; to satisfy the anger of God against our sin.” It 

also carries the basic idea of appeasement and to make peace. 

 

This truth brings us directly to the heart of the gospel: Jesus’ death turned away God’s wrath. God was 

appeased through Christ’s death. 

 “And he himself is the propitiation (atoning sacrifice) for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 

those of the whole world” (1 John 2:2 KJV). 

 

The winepress and the cup 

Remember when Jesus agonized in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, when he said, “O my Father, 

if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39). 

What did He mean by “this cup”? The cup is the wrath of God and the pouring out of blood. 
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In Rev. 19 we read of Jesus returning to earth as the King of kings and Lord of lords. And in verse 15 

it says, “Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule 

them with an iron scepter.” He treads the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.”  

 

That wine press is mentioned a few times in the Bible. The wine press is the vivid symbol of God’s 

wrath which comes from the ancient practice of stomping on grapes as part of the wine-making process 

(Isaiah 63:1-3; Joel 3:12-14; Revelation 14:19-20; 19:15). 

 

Thus the cup symbolizes Christ drinking the wrath of God and by shedding His blood on the cross. 

Jesus took our full judgment and the wrath of God upon Himself. 

 

Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.” This is the 

marvelous Good News that there will be no condemnation, neither sentencing, nor punishment for the 

sins that believers have committed. 

Romans 4:7-8 “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed 

is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” 

What a wonderful truth! It makes it clear that we have sin, but God does not take the sin into account!  

 

Conclusion 

The Great White Throne Judgment is the day when unbelievers will reckon with God. All the evil and 

sinful people will give an account to God. Absolute justice will be handed out.  

People are not sent to hell because of just being sinners, but also because they refused to believe in the 

Lord and repent from their sins and evil ways. 

 

God does not send people to hell 

Jesus said: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 

road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road 

that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matt 7:13-14; Luke 13:24). 

Humanity is at a crossroads and each person must decide which way he or she will go. Jesus stands 

before each person’s destiny and requires a decision of life or death, heaven or hell. 

Jesus said, “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.” (John 10:9). The choice is 

yours! You must enter through Christ. Repent, turn away from your sin and receive Jesus in 

your heart. 

Only Jesus turns away God’s wrath. 

Only Jesus took our judgment that we deserved. 

Hallelujah! We are free from God’s wrath and judgment!! 

 

 


