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Enemies Become Friends of God 
Colossians 1:19-23 

 

Intro 

I think the most dreadful and horrible situation to be in is to be separated from God and be His enemy. It is to 

have no peace with God and in the end suffer the consequence of total separation from Him. Yet that was the 

situation with a well-known atheist as he was facing death.  

 

François Voltaire (1694-1778), the French historian, philosopher and atheist. He was in great despair as he 

faced death and said, “Oh Christ! O Lord Jesus I must die - abandoned by God and men.” His condition had 

become so frightful at the time of his death that his atheist associates left his bedside. His nurse said repeatedly, 

“For all the wealth of Europe I would never see another atheist die!” 

How tragic it must be to face death with total despair. How dreadful to be lost and totally separated from God 

and be an enemy of God.  

 

But how can a person have peace with God? How can one escape the feeling of being separated from the 

presence of God? How can a person have a right relationship with God and not be His enemy? 

 

Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Sin has separated humanity from God; it has put a great distance between humans and God. This is one of the 

reasons why humanity needs to be reconciled to God. 

 

Reconcile  

The word reconcile is one of the most significant and descriptive terms in Scripture. 

The verb reconcile is a key word to describe the abundant riches of salvation in Christ. 

 

To reconcile means to make friendly again; to restore back to a rightful relationship; to settle differences 

between people. Basically it means that enemies become friends. 

 

As a sinner before God I am an enemy, but through reconciliation I become God’s friend. Jesus said in John 

15:13-15 that we are His friends if we follow Him. Imagine being a friend of God. Wow! Let’s look at a 

passage of Scripture found in Colossians 1:19-23. 

 

Colossians 1:19-20 “For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 

on the cross.” 
In this verse Paul not only uses the word “reconcile” but adds a preposition in the Greek to intensify the 

meaning. It means thoroughly, completely, or totally reconciled. Paul emphasizes that there is total and full 

reconciliation through the Lord Jesus. 

 

Peace with God 

To be at peace with God is a tremendous feeling. To know He has pardoned our offence and has forgiven us the 

hurt we caused Him, is true peace with God. 

How was it accomplished? Through the shed blood of His Son, Jesus Christ! 

 

Romans 5:9-11, “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's 

wrath through him! For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his 
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Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also 

rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 

 

We need to be reconciled to God not only because our sin has separated us from Him BUT also the fact that we 

have caused God grief and hurt and offended Him. 

By our sin we have grieved God’s heart; we have injured Him as a person. 

Genesis 6:6 says, “The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with 

pain.” 

 

God loved us so much that He gave us His Son to die in our place. Jesus paid the penalty of our sin. He took the 

initiative to reach out to us in love and we deliberately went on sinning against God. We have hurt God and 

grieved His heart. Many people don’t know that they have hurt God, that they have grieved Him by ignoring 

Him and deliberately disobeying Him. That is why they need to be reconciled.  

 

God is a person who has feelings and we have hurt Him and we need to be reconciled to Him. It is through the 

blood of Christ, the shed blood on the cross which reconciles us to God and to be at peace with Him. 

Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we
 
have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Colossians 1:21 “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of
 
your evil 

behavior.” 
When we lived under sin we were separated from God and we were hostile to God. 

Inwardly we were rebellious against God in our minds—our thoughts, our disposition, and our attitude.  

Outwardly we were rebellious against God by our works, and evil behavior. 

But through Christ we are no longer enemies but friends with God. 

 

Colossians 1:22 “But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy 

in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” 
The aim of reconciliation is to make us holy and acceptable to God. God is absolutely pure and holy. He is 

perfect without flaw or blemish. Therefore to be close to God we too need to be made pure and holy. 

Christ carried out his sacrificial work of reconciliation to present us without blemish and free from accusation. 

He put on us His own righteousness, his own purity. We are washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

“Without blemish” means that we are blameless, beyond reproach and spotless. 

“Free from accusation” means that no one can bring a charge against us (Rom. 8:33). Satan, the accuser of the 

brethren (Rev. 12:10) cannot make a charge stick against you and me. No more post-conviction and no 

salvation blues! 

 

Colossians 1:23 “if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the 

gospel…” 
Since we are reconciled to God and presented to Him as holy we ought to do our part that is standing firm in the 

faith and never abandoning the hope of the Gospel. Reconciliation demands that through the ups and downs we 

should never lose confidence in God. 

I like to leave you with this powerful Scripture passage found in 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 it says, “Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation.” 
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Conclusion 

Sometime ago I heard a story by Dr. Barry Moore (Canadian Evangelist, from London Ontario). He told the 

story of a family whose son was having a drug problem. One day the son came home early in the afternoon after 

missing school all day. His mother was very concerned and talked him. He told her to leave him alone and get 

off his back. The mother continued to plead with him to leave the lifestyle that he was leading and get help. The 

son got angry and hit his mother really hard that she fell. He quickly stomped out of the kitchen and went to his 

room. 

 

Later that day the father arrived from work and found out what happened. The father angrily confronted his son 

and told him to pack up his stuff and leave the house and never return again. Years had passed and the mother 

became very ill. She was in the hospital in her final days. Word got around to the son and he decided to go and 

visit his mom at the hospital. When he approached his mother’s room he saw his dad standing next to her. Their 

eyes met and the son stood frozen at the entrance of the room. His father turned away and looked out the 

window with his back facing his son. 

 

The mother saw her son and motioned with a weak hand for him to come closer to her bedside. She gently 

grabbed her son’s hand and placed it over her heart. She was too weak to speak a word. The father looked from 

the corner of his eye and she motioned him to come to her bedside. She too gently took her husband’s hand and 

placed it over her son’s hand. She held their hands over her heart and within a few seconds she passed away. 

Both the father and the son wept and took each other in their arms and asked for forgiveness. They were finally 

reconciled. 

 

That’s what Jesus did. He took our hand and the Father’s hand and reconciled us together through His death on 

the cross. He shed His blood through death, to pay the price for our sin, our rebellion in order that He might 

present us to God acceptable, reconciled and free from offense.  

 

He came to bring you and me back to God. He came to reconcile humanity and make peace where there was 

animosity. Christ came to bring reconciliation between sinners and a holy God. Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 

 

Have you made your peace with God? Are you in a rightful relationship with Him? 

If you haven’t, He then invites you to come to Him and be His friend. Receive him and ask Him to forgive you 

of your sins. Ask Jesus into your heart and be reconciled to Him. 

 

This is what Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 

You are 

my friends if you do what I command” (John 15:13-14). WHAT A BLESSING! To be a friend of Jesus!! 
 


