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Draw Near to God 
James 4:7-10 
 
Intro 
Soren Kierkegaard, the Danish philosopher and theologian (1813–1855) once wrote about the 
difference between admirers and followers. This is what he said: 
“If you have any knowledge at all of human nature, you know that those who only admire the truth 
will, when danger appears, become traitors. The admirer is infatuated with the false security of 
greatness; but if there is any inconvenience or trouble, he pulls back. Admiring the truth, instead of 
following it, is just as dubious a fire as the fire of erotic love, which at the turn of the hand can be 
changed into exactly the opposite—to hate, jealousy, and revenge. Christ, however, never asked for 
admirers, worshipers, or adherents. He consistently spoke of followers and disciples.” 
 
This is what James deals with in this passage that we are about to look at. James delivers 3 concise 
instructions straight from the Lord Jesus, about becoming not an admirer but a true follower of 
Christ. The 3 concise instructions are:  

 Submit to the Lord 

 Resist the devil 

 Draw near to God 
 
Context 
In the previous verses of chapter 3, James spelled out how his Christian readers had been living lives 
of worldly self-reliance, as many of us do at times. They had committed themselves to getting what 
they wanted at all costs, even to the point of fighting with other believers. They were hedonistic, 
living for themselves, for their worldly pleasures. 
 
God sees this as adultery, cheating on Him with the world. He takes it personally. He opposes us in 
our pride when we live that way, but He doesn't reject us. In chapter 3, verse 6, James wrote that 
God gives more grace. But He gives grace to the humble. Let’s look at the following verses. 
 
James 4:7 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
How should we respond when we realize we've been following the world's path? This verse reveals 
the beginning of James's answer: submit to God. This submission is a total surrender. It is putting God 
in first place and submitting to His will not our will. 
  
Jesus taught us that He did nothing on His own, but did everything the Father required of Him. Jesus 
submitted Himself completely to the Father in doing His will. We too need to submit to the Lord, to 
His authority and His word. 
 
So we must follow Christ’s example. Jesus said, “Whoever finds his life will lose it; and whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it” (Matt. 10:39). We must surrender and submit our lives to the Lord in 
order to truly find our life. To find our life is to find the meaning and purpose of our existence. We 
were created by our Lord and created for Him (Col. 1:16). We find our lives in Him. 
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I remember the very first time I dropped to my knees and surrendered my life to God. And I 
remember well the new joy of looking for “God-signs” – in unexpected happenings, in divinely 
directed encounters with people and situations etc. – then seeing God working in all these 
circumstances. Submitting my life to God ignited in me a daily excitement and the anticipation of 
meeting Him at any day or hour. 
I challenge you to change your life– begin this very moment to submit yourself to the Lord. 
 
The next thing James says is that we must resist the devil. In chapter 3, James revealed that this 
worldly wisdom we've been following is, in part, from the devil, God's enemy and our enemy. Satan 
has been instrumental in engineering this system of self-service from the very beginning of human 
history. The promise is clear: If we quit the path of the world and resist the devil, he will run away 
from us.  
 
Just as the devil left Jesus after the temptation in the wilderness (Matt. 4:11), he will also flee from 
those who resist him. Our Lord Jesus defeated Satan at His temptation and at the cross and left him 
weak (John 12:31-33). Through Christ we have the power to defeat him and to resist him. 
 
The word devil here means slander or accuser. The devil will always accuse believers to leave the faith 
and follow his ways. We must resist him in the power of God’s Spirit. 
We must resist, though. Resistance requires us to actively pull away. It demands we continually 
counter Satan’s lies by telling ourselves the truth about God's goodness, love, and power. The devil 
won't remain in the presence of our submission to the truth of God's Word. 
 
James 4:8 
Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 
How should we respond if we realize we've been living according to worldly wisdom, and driven by 
selfish ambition? What should we do if we want to get back to living according to heaven's wisdom 
and God’s way? 
 
In this passage James describes the path of repentance. First, he wrote that we should submit to God. 
Next, we should resist the devil, instead of continuing to cooperate with him. And when we resist 
him, he will flee from us.  
 
Here in verse 8, James calls us to draw near to God or to move closer to God. This comes with a 
blessed promise: God will respond by moving closer to us. That's an incredible act of grace on God's 
part. The God of the universe owes us nothing, including His closeness. Yet through His grace he 
draws close to us because He desires intimacy with us. WOW!  
 
Next, James calls us sinners to clean our hands. He calls us double-minded people: trying to serve 
both self and God. We cannot live a compromised life. James pleads with us to wash our hands and 
purify our hearts. For James's Jewish readers who had grown up under the law, these commands 
would have called to mind the ceremonial washings. The idea here is to completely turn from our sin, 
and be devoted in serving God. 
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James 4:9 
Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
In this verse James continues to instruct us in the process of repenting from worldly self-reliance and 
ambition. Thus far, he has instructed us to submit to God and to resist the devil. We are to draw near 
to God, with the confidence that God, in His grace, will draw near to us. We are to cleanse our hands 
and hearts of the sinful deeds and of following the ways of the world. 
 
We are instructed to engage in an emotional response to our sinfulness. He calls us to cry, to mourn, 
and even to be gloomy. He calls us to set aside laughter and joy. James is not suggesting that we 
embrace sadness as an ongoing lifestyle. On the contrary, believers are to be known for their joy 
(James 1:2). 
 
James is directing us through a season of repentance, when we have recognized our own sin. True 
believers ought to feel shame and sorrow over their sins. We should be grieved over the lost hours, 
days, and years spent in pursuit of the worldly worthless things and of our double-mind – the 
compromised lifestyle.  
We cheated on God, we committed spiritual adultery. Tears are an appropriate and necessary 
response if the repentance is genuine. It’s a season of sorrow over sin and the need to repent and 
change. 
 
True repentance 
Repentance means having remorse, guilt and a heartfelt sorrow for sin. It is sensing sorrow for grieving God 
and causing Him pain. Our sin and evil acts hurt God. In Genesis 6:5-6 we read, “The Lord saw how great the 
wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the 
human heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart 
was filled with pain.” 
 
Repentance is feeling godly sorrow for our sin. “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and 
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death” (2 Corinthians 7:10). 
Worldly sorrow: is self-pity of getting caught; of despair, and of wounded pride. This worldly sorrow has no 
transforming, redeeming capability. It only produces shame, anguish, despair, and hopelessness. This was the 
case with Judas Iscariot. 
 
The difference between Peter and Judas was “godly sorrow” and “worldly sorrow.” 
Godly sorrow was when Peter wept bitterly in repentance (Luke 22:62) after he denied the Lord 3 times and he 
changed. 
Worldly sorrow was when Judas said, “I have sinned for I have betrayed innocent blood” (Matthew 27:4), but 
he didn’t really repent. Judas hung himself with worldly sorrow. 
 
Listen precious ones, true repentance hates the sin we have committed, and not merely the penalty. It hates 
the sin most of all because it has discovered and experienced God’s love – not wanting to grieve Him nor cause 
His heart pain. 

 
James 4:10 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
Part of the human motivation for living according to the world system is to get exaltation for 
ourselves. This comes in having the things we want, getting the respect we feel we deserve, or living 
in the pleasure we desire. God asks us to quit the world's way of pursuing those things. Instead, He 
calls us to trust Him to exalt us when the time is right without trying to get that glory for ourselves.  
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This requires real humility and brokenness. When we come into the presence of the Lord in 
repentance and humility He will exalt us. This is what the Apostle Paul wrote, “Blessed be the God and 
Father or our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
 
Conclusion 
To submit to God, to resist the devil to draw near to God is all about handing him the control of your 
life. It’s like: who is in the driver’s seat of your life? 
 
Parents do you remember that first day, when your teenager was learning to drive the car with you. It 
was a scary day. The next really scary day is when you're handing over the keys. Now they're moving 
from the passenger seat into the driver's seat. That's a scary moment. 
It is a big moment in your life when you hand over someone else the keys. Up until now, you’ve been 
driving. You choose the destination, the route and the speed. But if you are to change seats, if 
someone else is going to drive, you have to trust that person. It's all about control. Whoever is in this 
driver’s seat is the person in control. 
 
Many people find Jesus handy to have in the car as long as He's in the passenger seat, because 
something may come up where they require His services. ‘Jesus, I have a health problem, and I need 
some help…. I want you in the car, but I'm not so sure I want you driving.’  
 
If Jesus is driving, I'm not in charge of my life anymore. If He's driving, I'm not in charge of my wallet 
anymore. Now, it's His wallet. It's scary. If Jesus is driving, I'm not in charge of my ego anymore. I no 
longer have the right to satisfy every self-centered ambition. No, it's His agenda. It's His life. 
 
Now, I'm not in charge of my mouth anymore. I don't get to gossip, flatter, deceive, have a fit of rage, 
intimidate, manipulate, and exaggerate. I get out of the driver's seat and hand the keys over to Him. 
I'm fully engaged. In fact, I'm more alive than I've ever been before, but it's not my life anymore. 
It's His life. 
 
That’s what He wants. Submit to Him, resist the devil and draw near to him. Hand Him over all the 
controls of your life – you’ll be blessed beyond measure! 
 


