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Don’t Forget the Lord 
Deuteronomy 6:10-13 

Verse 12 “Be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery.” 

 

Intro 

A family asked a pastor to help ‘straighten out’ a rambunctious young boy and his sister. After he 

agreed to speak to them separately, the older child, a girl of 8, went in to the pastor’s office. She 

found the pastor sitting solemnly behind a big desk. Silence - then the pastor asked "Where is God?" 

More silence; the question was repeated, "Where is God?" This happened three times, at which 

point the child ran out of the pastor’s office and ran straight home, and straight upstairs to her room. 

‘Boy, are we in trouble,’ she reported to her anxious younger brother. ‘Why? What happened?’ 

‘God’s missing and they’re blaming us!’ 

 

Where is God? Where is God in your life? Have you drifted away from Him? Have you lost touch 

with Him? Have you forgotten Him? 

 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn was a famous Russian novelist and historian. At the time he was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 and he was asked the question, "What made it possible for the 

Russian Revolution to take place and for Communism to rise to power?" 

Solzhenitsyn's reply was simple and direct: "Men forgot God." 

What tragedies occur when nations and people forget God! History is replete with such examples. 

And what tragedies can befall individuals and their families when they, too, forget God. 

I have seen men and women who have grown up in the church, profess to be Christians and been 

active in church work and then get caught up in the secular world with its thirst for material gain 

and little by little drift away from the church, forsake their Christian heritage, and gradually forget 

God. 

Some People Forget God 

How many people forget God? How many ignore God? Neglect and reject God? How many people 

who say that God may exist or perhaps does not; therefore they seldom think about God? How 

many people attempt to push God out of their minds because they want to live in some sin? 

How much time throughout the day do you personally think about God? Can it be said that you 

forget God? Examine yourself. How much time throughout the day do you spend in prayer, 

mediating on Scripture, thinking about God and talking with Him? 

God knows that when people are abundantly blessed that they have a tendency to forget who it was 

that enabled them to get their blessings. They have a tendency to enjoy the blessings but forget the 

one who truly blessed them. 

 

In Deuteronomy 6 God counsels His people not to forget where they came from and who delivered 

them from their oppressors and troubles. Let’s look at Deuteronomy 6:12. 

 

Background to Deuteronomy 6:12 

“Be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 

slavery.” 
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Moses is talking to the Israelites about the danger of memory loss when it comes to forgetting God. 

God’s people were standing on the edge of the Promised Land, ready to enter a land with great 

cities they did not build, houses full of good things they did not fill, and vast and lush vineyards 

they didn’t plant. And, as good as the prospect of all this prosperity was, there was a danger lurking 

under that prosperity. 

 

Moses knew that in good times it’s easy to forget God. The people were in danger of forgetting that 

it was God who had given them the land flowing with milk and honey. They forget that it was God 

who went before them in each battle. They also forgot that it was only through God’s gracious 

choice of them as His people that they were enjoying the blessings of their new home and country. 

And when we forget God, we become unthankful, proud, and self-sufficient. 

 

In biblical faith the remembrance of God’s past mercies and delivering acts is fundamental and 

important in our relationship to God. In the time of prosperity or in the times when all things go 

well, people forget God and may turn away from God. 

Prosperity at times gives us selective amnesia because when tragedy happens ... we find ourselves 

running back to God. 

 

Two important aspects of remembering are given here in this text: 

1. People are exhorted not to forget God, and don’t forget that you belong to the Lord. 

2. The people of God are commanded to pass on to the children the great facts of the 

deliverance from Egypt. Don’t forget where you came from. 

 

It was temptation for the people of Israel to devote themselves to earthly treasures and to forget that 

they were the gift of God’s love and the fulfillment of His promise of the patriarchs, like Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob. They should not have forgotten God’s great acts of deliverance which liberated 

their forefathers from slavery in Egypt. Rather their lives should have been characterized by 

reverence for God. 

 

It’s so easy to stray away from God and to forget Him 

Psalm 119:67 “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word.” 

 

Isaiah 53:6 “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way…” 

 

1 Timothy 6:9-10 “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 

foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.” 

 

Funny 

There is a story about a pastor who was building a wooden trellis to support a climbing vine. As he 

pounded away, he saw that a little boy was watching him. The youngster didn’t say a word, so the 

pastor kept on working, thinking the lad would just leave. But he didn’t. Finally the pastor asked, 

"Well, son, are you trying to pick up some pointers on gardening?" "No," he replied, "I’m just 

waiting to hear what a preacher says when he hits his thumb with a hammer." 

Some people only remember God as a swear word or take his name in vain. 
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Remember 

How does a person guard against forgetting God? The word "remember" (Hebrew: zakar) means to 

mark out, recognize, be mindful of, recount, record, remind, reflect on, and review. 

It also has the idea of keeping or observing. To remember something is to keep, observe, and carry 

it out. As Moses stood there preaching to the people, he wanted them to remember God’s guidance 

through the years they spent in the wilderness. He wanted them to remember and trust God’s 

guidance as they looked forward to entering the Promised Land. 

 

But they needed to remember where they came from and how God sustained them and delivered 

them from the land of slavery and from the wilderness. So what did the 400 years of slavery in 

Egypt symbolize to the Israelites? 

 

What Did Egypt Symbolize? 

 It was a place of suffering, affliction and misery. 

 A place of slavery, oppression, no rights, and no freedom. 

 A place of no future, not a land of opportunity. 

 A place where they were economically poor and in great need. 

 They experienced feelings of hopelessness, insecurity, and insignificance. 

 

The plight of the Israelites was many years of suffering in Egypt and living in the wilderness; a total 

of about 440 years. Now that they were entering a land of milk and honey, a land of great 

prosperity. But it would be an affluent land of temptation. 

 

The Temptation of Affluence 

 Now they were entering into a flourishing city they did not build (Deut. 6:10). 

 They were going to live in houses filled with many good things that they did not provide 

(Deut. 6:11).  

 In the affluent life secularism and worldliness can take over a person’s life. 

 Also the temptation of materialism and the obsession with wealth can take over. 

 Being wealthy is not a sin but we can get too preoccupied with it. Some of the great men 

of the Old Testament, such as Abraham, and David were extremely wealthy but they 

didn’t forget the Lord. 

 

The story of the Israelites moving into the Promised Land has many similarities with the immigrants 

who have moved to affluent countries such as Canada and the USA. They share common 

experiences.  

 

The Experience of the Immigrant 

 They left their homeland for a better life, to seek the land of opportunity. 

 They moved to a flourishing city they did not build. 

 They bought homes filled with many good things that they did not build or make. 

 They experienced culture shock, and had to learn a new language, norms, customs etc. 

 Their preoccupation was making money and to be wealthy. 

 

My mother’s experience 

When my parents immigrated to Canada, over 60 years ago they worked very hard to make a life in 

this land of opportunity. In 1966 my parents bought their first house and they were preoccupied in 

paying the mortgage off as soon as they could. At times they worked seven days a week and would 
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miss church very often. Then one day my mother became very ill. She couldn’t walk very well and 

had no strength in her arms and hands. She was practically paralyzed. She spent a few months in the 

hospital. She was anxious to get home to make meals for my dad and I, but the doctor told her she 

won’t be able to do much. 

 

But she insisted and eventually came home but she was bed ridden most of the time. One Sunday 

morning she asked my dad to help her make her way to the living room to watch a Christian 

program on TV. As she sat there she was moved by the Spirit of God to kneel and pray for healing. 

My dad helped her kneel. As she prayed with all her heart she got up by herself, jumped to her feet 

and started to praise God for the healing. I was in the bathroom shaving and she came running to me 

and said that God had healed her. It was truly a miracle! I witnessed the healing. 

 

Then she shared with us that the illness was God’s way of getting her attention because she had 

forgotten to give the Lord first place in her life and to give time and attention to the things of God.  

Well, after that marvelous experience our family began to attend church regularly and to honour 

God in our home. 

 

Hosea 13:6, “When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; 

then they forgot me.” 

 

Conclusion 

Beware! In great abundance we can be in danger of forgetting God. It’s easy to be so consumed 

with the blessings and benefits that we forget the Giver! And if we do that, we end up worshiping 

the blessings and not the One who in His amazing grace has blessed us. 

 

C. S. Lewis wrote in Mere Christianity: 

“One must train the habit of faith [by making] sure that … some of its main doctrines shall be 

deliberately held before your mind for some time every day. That is why daily prayers and religious 

reading and church-going are necessary parts of the Christian life. We have to be continually 

reminded of what we believe. Neither this belief nor any other will automatically remain alive in the 

mind. It must be fed.” And it must be fed regularly and constantly. 

Stuck on God 

A little boy about five years old once tried to pick a small snail from a rock, but the creature’s hold 

was stronger than his tiny fingers, and he could not get if off. When he prayed that evening he 

thought of the snail and said, “O God, help me that I may stick to you as the snail stuck to the rock 

today, and it couldn’t get off.” Yes, let’s be stuck to God and never drift away. 

 

Pay close attention to matters of the heart. The Christian life is about having a daily personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. Avoid focusing primarily on a list of dos and don’ts. Stay close to the 

Lord throughout each day. Keep your heart and mind focused upon the things of God.  

This is what the Lord says, “You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have 

produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the 

ability to produce wealth…” 

 

Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. (Prov. 4:23, NIV) 

Beware of the enemy’s schemes. Flee from situations that tempt you away from God. Rebuke Satan 

when he attacks you. Have a trusted prayer partner that you can share your personal struggles with. 

Finally, let the Holy Spirit lead you, fill you, encourage you, and empower you as you go through 

each day. Remember the Lord each day of your Life! 


