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Day of Accountability 
The Great White Throne Judgment 

Revelation 20:11-15 and Daniel 7:9-10 

 

Introduction 

In John Lennox’s book Gunning For God he tells the story of an SS Nazi officer holding a machine 

gun while watching an elderly Hasidic Jew laboriously digging what he knew to be his grave. The 

elderly man standing up straight addressed his executioner. He said "God is watching what you are 

doing." At that moment the officer shot him and he fell into the grave that he had dug. 

 

What Hitler did not believe, and what Stalin did not believe, and what the SS did not believe, and 

what the Gestapo did not believe, and many evil people did not believe, was that God was watching 

what they were doing. And as far as we can tell, very few of those carrying out the horrors of the 

twentieth century worried overmuch that God was watching what they were doing either. 
(Source: John Lennox, Gunning for God, Lion Hudson, 2011, page 89). 

 

There is going to be a great day of reckoning, of accountability and of judgment, BECAUSE God 

has been watching and taking record of all the evil and sinful acts committed by humans. In the 

Bible that day is called The Great White Throne Judgment found in Revelation 20:11-15. 

 

This is one of the most horrific passages found in the Bible. It is the day when all the wicked and 

unsaved will give an account to God. Absolute justice will be handed out. The purpose of the Great 

White Throne Judgment is not to determine if a person is saved. This is a judgment on the evil 

works of the unsaved. People are not sent to hell because of just being evil sinners, but because they 

refused to believe in God and glorify him. 

 

God Doesn’t Choose Who Goes to Hell 

God does not make the decision for people to go to hell. People choose to go to hell. In Deut. 30:19 

we read, “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life 

and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live…” 

 

Jesus said: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is 

the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 

road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matt 7:13-14; Luke 13:24). 

 

Humanity is at a crossroads and each person must decide which way he or she will go. Jesus stands 

at the crux of each person’s destiny and requires a deliberate choice of life or death, heaven or hell. 

Jesus said, “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.” (John 10:9). The choice is not 

God’s, the choice is yours in where you will spend eternity! 
 

Christians are Judged Already at the Cross of Jesus 

As true believers in Christ we already have been judged. Our sins have been judged at the cross 

when Christ took our sin. It’s the judgment of the cross which includes the judgment of the 

believer's sins. Jesus took our judgment and penalty. Romans 8:1 states, “Therefore, there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Jesus said, “Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son” (John 3:18). 
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This Great White Throne Judgment is so serious that Jesus took our death and punishment and we 

as believers will not face that horrible judgment day! THANK YOU JESUS! 

 

Show Slide 

This vision of the Great White Throne Judgment follows the Millennium (Rev. 20:1-10) and the 

Second Coming (Rev. 19:11-21), and immediately precedes that of the new heaven and the new 

earth (Rev. 21). 

 

Commentary on Revelation 20:11-15 

Verse 11-12: When God appears upon His "great white throne" the earth and the sky disappear. 

The only reality is God seated on the throne of judgment before whom the unbelievers must appear 

(Heb. 9:27). The throne is mentioned 50 times in the book of Revelation. It describes the awesome 

power, authority and sovereignty of God. It is a throne above all thrones and powers. 

 

The dead in Revelation 20:5 is the second group to be resurrected and who did not participate in the 

first resurrection (1 Thess. 4:16). "The great and small" would mean the wealthy, the poor, kings, 

and paupers, all types of people. 

 

"Books Were Opened" 

God does not need books to remember humanity's sins. However, as John Gill wrote, "this judgment 

out of the books, and according to works, is designed to show with what accuracy and exactness, 

with what justice and equity, it will be executed, in allusion to statute-books in courts of judicature." 

In the Scriptures God is often represented as writing and keeping books. And according to these 

books sinners will be judged. What are the books? Well, throughout Scripture there are records kept 

by God. Here are some: the book of Divine Remembrance (Mal. 3:16); the record of Creation 

(Rom. 1:18-20); the book of the conscience and thoughts (Rom. 2:15-16); and the book of God's 

holy law (Rom. 2:12). 

 

Book of the Law 

Galatians 3:10 says, For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: 

“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”  

This contains the description of one of the books by which people (especially the religious Jews) 

will be judged. Those living under the law of God, primarily the Old Testament laws, will be judged 

by it. 

 

Books of Works 

In Ecclesiastes 12:14 we read, "For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every 

hidden thing, whether it is good or evil." In some way every person's life is being recorded in 

everything he or she does. They must give an account for how they lived their life and what they 

have done. Not only actions and words will be recalled but "every secret thing". God is recording 

the thoughts and the intents of the heart.  

 

Book of the Heart & Conscience 

In Romans 2:14-16 we read, All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and 

all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not those who hear the law who are 

righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. (Indeed, 

when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for 

themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the requirements of the law are 

written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes 
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accusing them and at other times even defending them.) This will take place on the day when God 

judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.  

From this passage we learn that people who never had the law or the Bible will be judged by what 

was written on their hearts and conscience because they were a law unto themselves. On the day of 

the Great White Throne Judgment people’s secrets will be judged through Christ. 

 

Book of Life 

The New Testament refers to this book 8 times. It is a registry of all whose citizenship is in heaven 

(Phil. 3:20). It is the record of God’s elect (Dan. 12:1; Luke 10:20; Heb. 12:23). 

The Great White Throne Judgment described in Revelation 20:11-15 is a judgment for unbelievers. 

The passage makes it clear that no one at that judgment has his or her name in the Book of Life. The 

fate of the ungodly is sealed; their names are not in the Book of Life; and their punishment will be 

sure. 

 

Verse 13 adds that the "sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades delivered up the 

dead that were in them." This means the oceans will give up all those non-believers who drown or 

were buried at sea. 

Death represents the grave and Hades the place of torment where the spirits of the non-believers 

have gone. All ashes will be resurrected and united with the soul and spirit as they arise from the 

place of torment, and in this resurrection they will stand before God and His judgment. 

 

Lake of Fire (Rev. 20:14-15) 
“Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If 

anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire." 

 

At that great judgment God will not only cast every sinful person into the Lake of Fire. Satan, every 

demon, evil spirit, the Antichrist and the False Prophet will already be there too. Death will have no 

more power and it too will be cast into the Lake of Fire. Hades will cease to exist and it too will be 

cast into the Lake of Fire. 

 

There will be no love there! There will be no comfort there! A person will cease to exist as anyone 

who is cared for, or loved. They will be forgotten and suffer the punishment they deserve! What a 

terrible and horrific future to contemplate! 

 

God’s final solution to the power of Satan and of sin is to punish them both forever in the Lake of 

Fire. That’s why the Lake of Fire was created in the beginning, not for you and me, but for Satan 

and his fallen angels. 

 

Don’t leave it too late 

On August 17, 2008, Dave Freeman, co-author of the book 100 Things to Do Before You Die, died 

at age 47 from a head injury from a fall at his home. His book inspired the movie: The Bucket List. 

Freeman's own list included things like attending the Academy Awards, running with the bulls in 

Pamplona, Spain, and taking a voodoo pilgrimage in Haiti. 

Freeman had actually gotten to do only about 50 of the things of the 100 on his bucket list before he 

died at a young age, reminding us that none of us knows how long we have to live. 

And tragically perhaps for Freeman, among the 100 things Freeman had suggested that others do 

before they die, he did not include preparing for the Day of Judgment by entering into a relationship 

with Jesus Christ. 
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A Cardiologist at the University of Tennessee Dr. Maurice Rawlings and his colleagues interviewed 

more than 300 people who claimed near-death experiences. What made Rawlings' study unique was 

that the interviews were not conducted months or years later but immediately after the experiences 

had occurred while the patients were still too shaken up in the immediacy of the moment to gloss 

over or to re-imagine what they had experienced. 

Nearly 50 percent of them reported encountering images of fire, of tormented and tormenting 

creatures, and others seeing a terrible place very different from heaven. In follow-up interviews 

much later many of those same people had changed their stories, apparently unwilling to admit to 

their families, maybe even to themselves, that they had caught a glimpse of something like what the 

Bible calls hell. 

Dr. Rawlings concludes in his book, "Just listening to these patients has changed my life. There is a 

life after death, and if I don't know where I'm going, it is not safe to die." 
(Source, Dr. Maurice Rawlings, To Hell and Back). 

 

Conclusion 

My friend, my message to you this day is that you don’t have to face the judgment and the horrible 

place of the Lake of Fire! You don’t have to be separated from everything and everyone that you 

love. You can spend your eternity in the glory of Heaven! 

 

The choice is yours! Which will it be? It sounds like such a simple choice and yet the Scripture says 

that there be only a few by comparison who will choose to enter Heaven. Most will experience the 

horrors that I have described and even worse because to not choose Christ is to choose the Lake of 

Fire by default (Luke 13:24). 

 

Make your choice now and make it final! Let your answer be, “Yes Lord, I will accept you now. 

Yes Lord, I want to live for You! Yes Lord, I want to be in the first resurrection to live in Heaven 

with you.” 

 

Make your choice.  

Jesus said: “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is 

the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the 

road that leads to life and only a few find it.” (Matt 7:13-14; Luke 13:24). 
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