
PIPE ORGAN RENOVATION
This past summer, our pipe organ underwent 
a major renovation. All sorts of issues were 
addressed, and all of the immediate concerns  
were resolved. Some highlights were the repair 
of the airways and wind pressure in the organ, 
the repair of damaged pipes, a completely 
new electronic system, the refurbishment of 
the console including new keyboards and a 
new pedalboard, and the addition of lights, 
walkways, and general improved safety within 
the organ case. This is one big step in the right 
direction for the St. Peter’s organ. Some larger 
projects are being planned out for the next 
several years, and the organ is ensured to be 
taken care of through the contract with R.A. 
Colby until at least 2040. Questions about 
the organ can be directed to Lindsey Fugill at  
lfugill@stpeters-columbus.org. 

The Legacy Program with R.A. Colby is a yearly 
expense of about $28,000. Members of St. Peter’s 
have the ability to donate to a specific organ fund 
to help offset this cost.   This past year, $16,972 was 
raised to put towards this fund. Questions about 
donations can be directed to Scott Schumacher at 
schumacher@stpeters-columbus.org. 
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ST. PETER'S QUARTERLY 
WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE ES!Y

Dear Friends at St. Peter’s,

While we continue to live under the cloud of the current pandemic, ministry 
continues to take place through the people of St. Peter’s. The “drive-thru” 
Angels of Love event in December was very well done and greatly appreciated 
by many. The “drive-thru” St. Peter’s Christmas Dinner, in partnership with the 
Rohde Diner, was a great blessing to many. Hundreds of children were blessed 
as a result of the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child shoe box effort. 
More than 1500 people attended this year’s Christmas Eve services with many 
more joining us online. 

And, as we look to the next few months, we will enter into yet another season 
of Lent. Our Auto Maintenance Ministry will once again serve 50 to 70 
neighborhood families. We will have the opportunity to go grocery shopping 
for Love Chapel. Men and women who have struggled with addiction will have 
the opportunity to experience freedom and recovery through our Life Works  
Intensive Outpatient Program.  And, a large number of our youth will be traveling 
to the LCMS National Youth Gathering. 

Monday—Friday, our school continues to offer quality Christian education. 
And, we will continue to offer our many “business as usual” ministries: weekend 
worship, Sunday school, Bible classes, Explore Confirmation, small group/
connect opportunities, and more. 

While some nations of the world continue to be in conflict with one another, 
while we still live with strongly opposing views and times great division in our 
nation, we, the Body of Christ at St. Peter’s, will continue to do all we can to 
share the LOVE of Jesus with those around us. Whether we agree or disagree, 
we are called to act in LOVE toward those who we consider friend or foe. So, let’s 
be determined to do just that. Because THAT will bring a smile to face of God!

In Jesus’ Love,

Pastor TeikeCLASSIC BEAUTY More photos of our refurbished 
organ are on the back cover!



The iconic "plunk" of a hollow plastic ball with holes as it hits a paddle 
is a sound that is becoming more familiar around town and at St. Peter's.  
Led by pickleballers Nancy Conner, Vaughn Sylva, and friends, Pickleball 
Open Gym is an opportunity to play this game that is easy to learn. As a low-
impact sport, it's a way to de-stress while raising your heart rate. It's played 
on a smaller court than tennis so the players are closer together—there is an 
air of fellowship and fun in the old gym.  

The game was invented in 1965 by Joel Pritchard, congressman from 
Washington State and Bill Bell, successful businessman, to be a game the 
whole family could play.

Activity groups at St. Peter's are all about people getting together in a 
common endeavor and having a good time. The current roster includes 
Men’s Basketball Open Gyms, Adult Co-ed Volleyball Open Gyms, and Life 
Fitness classes—with the hope of adding more options. To connect with a 
current activity group or to start a new one, contact Dustin Weber: 

dweber@stpeters-columbus.org

PICKLEBALL OPEN GYM/ACTIVITY GROUP
Adults Beginner Level to Recreational Play Level

Tuesdays, starts at 5:30pm
Half hour of Skills and Drills  
Beginner/Recreational Play 

Thursdays, starts at 5:30pm
Beginner/Recreational Play

"Pickleball is a combination of tennis, badminton and 
ping-pong. Participation grew by 21.3% between 2019 
and 2020, prompting the Economist to declare it "the 
fastest growing sport in America." 4.2 million Americans 
now play at least once a year." (Yahoo)

It's played by two or four players on a court that 
measures 20 feet wide by 44 feet long and with a net 
that hangs 34" tall in the center. This and more info can 
be found at https://usapickleball.org/

AUTO MAINTENANCE DAY RECAP
SEPTEMBER 2021 CLINIC

Volunteers: 45

Cars Serviced: 37 

Years the Event Has Been Held: 26+

The next Auto Maintenance Days will take place on
April 30, 2022 and September 10, 2022. 
You may call LCNFC at 812-379-1630 to register.

Volunteers from St. Peter's partnered with Lincoln Central Neighborhood 
Family Center to host the bi-annual Auto Maintenance Day that benefits 
community and church members in need of minor auto repairs at no charge. 
In addition, participants were given vouchers good for one follow-up multi-
point inspection and oil change at Best One of Columbus. The clinic was 
held at the nearby Life Works parking lot and provided topping off of fluids, 
wiper blade replacement, engine and tire inspection, testing of lights, and 
inspection for the general safety of the vehicle.

LET'S ALLLET'S ALL
PLAY PICKLEBALL!PLAY PICKLEBALL!

groups
activity

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION

Our 8th graders recently completed their semester-long CIA projects. 
These are service-based group projects initiated, planned, implemented, 
completed, and presented by 8th grade students. Afterwards, the students 
present their experiences to their parents, teachers, SPLC staff, and friends. 
This project is a requirement for graduation from SPLS.  

The process begins with students completing an interest inventory specifically 
geared towards service work. They are then placed in groups determined by 
their common desires (hearts) for service. CIA groups include: Education, 
Hunger & Homelessness, Human Rights, Environment & Conservation, 
Peace & Friendship, Youth Representation. 

CIA PROJECTS THIS YEAR
Create a lending library

Bake cookies for Love Chapel

Clean at Life Works

Host after-school play groups for young students

Pack care bags for refugees

Raise money (with a hot dog stand on Halloween night) 
for Beloved 
Work at The Woods Equestrian Center cleaning an area 
for a caisson 

Serve/pack meals at a local hot meal site

CIA



NEW MURALS FOR CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

It's not every day you meet someone who is an artist, a graphic designer, 
who is a devoted wife and mom, and who is active at church. Jenny Nolting 
Baldwin fills all these categories. Recently she is noteable for creating a 
series of murals in the Children's Ministry wing that depict a range of colorful 
animals, children, and her favorite, Jesus with children, which took three 
months to complete.

If you've had the chance to watch her work you know she loves making art. 
It's facinating to watch her paint intricate shapes, mix the colors, and create 
beautiful lettering. While she has years of experience, is educated in design, 
and has worked as Senior Designer for a greeting card company, she has 
always had natural ability to draw and paint.

“I remember being inspired by my second grade teacher, Paul Eisenbraun, 
who painted a mural in his classroom.  I remember thinking that I wanted to 
do that someday.”  

Painting murals is a way for Jenny to give back to the church for all that has 
been given to me and my family over the years. “I enjoy painting murals in 
memory of someone who has gone to be with Jesus.  I used to serve with my 
mother in the baby nursery years ago.  When I was painting the mural in the 
Baby Room, I did it in memory of my mother who was a good artist.”  

“When I was painting the mural in the Baby Room, I was also reminded of 
my Grandpa Gene Settle.  At the time he was celebrating his 98th birthday.  
He always loved children and was typically found sitting on the floor with the 
kids, playing with them.  He always enjoyed time with his great grandchildren. 
Grandpa was a good artist and when I was painting Jesus with the children, it 
reminded me of my grandpa who always loved being with the children”

“One little girl told me one day when I was painting the mural in the Baby 
Room, ‘Oh look, she’s painting me with Jesus.”  

MEET JENNY NOLTING-BALDWIN
Parents:  Butch and Susie Nolting

Alumni of St. Peter’s Lutheran School (class of 1980)

Education:  Graphic Design

Husband: Gary Baldwin

Sons:  Nick, Kyle, and Ryan

December 12, 2021 dawned bright with anticipation and enthusiasm for this 
year’s Angels of Love event.  Although the temperature was a bit cool and 
windy, the sun shone brightly as we welcomed our guests to another drive-
thru event beginning with entering the Cummins Engine Plant parking lot off 
of Hawcreek Blvd, winding through The Den parking lot, and finally exiting 
the church/school parking lot onto Pearl Street. The route consisted of 
registration, sweet treats, goodie bags/fun & games, Bible distribution, gift 
distribution, individual blessings, hat & mitten distribution, and door prizes.  

Angels of Love ministry is deeply thankful for all those who supported 
with their prayers, financial contributions, sponsorship of a child, or by 
volunteering.  YOU are awesome. 

CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER 2021
For many years, St Peter’s has collaborated with Lincoln Central 
Neighborhood Family Center and the Custer and Nugent Foundations to 
provide an opportunity for anyone to enjoy a Christmas meal with others on 
Christmas day.   In the years before Covid, dozens of volunteers would shop, 
prepare and serve food, and welcome and dine with  200-300 people who 
looked forward to coming to St. Peter’s on Christmas day. However, the past 
two years have required us to improvise for safety.

Christmas 2021 found St. Peter’s members, Sara and Jon Rohde and their 
family, cooking up 200 hot, delicious meals in Rohde’s diner for community 
members to drive-thru and pick up on Christmas day. Volunteers shared 
Christmas joy as they welcomed people arriving in cars on the unusually 
warm day. We were able to get to know people, pray with them, offer them a 
blanket and take some goofy Christmas photos.    

While we weren’t able to sit down and enjoy a meal together, we still found a 
way to love on people with the love of Jesus as we celebrated His birth!

2021 Angels of Love Blessings
737 children (ages 0-18) received at least two gifts— 
St. Peter’s sponsored 240 of these children.   
Additional partners with Lincoln Central Neighborhood 
Family Center sponsored the remaining 497.  That is a 
minimum of 1,474 gifts.

111 volunteers helped over the course of the weekend, 
77 volunteers the day of the event, and 35 volunteers 
who assisted with prep on Friday and Saturday.  

40+ bakers donated 291 dozen cookies

Bibles given away:  119 children’s/teen, 200 adult  
(70 Spanish, 125 English)

Door prizes:  334 

LOVE 
LIKE 
THIS



HOPE 
LIVES 
HERE

In Fall of 2020, Children’s Ministry, under the direction of Shelli 
Carothers, began a partnership with Mrs. Jael Sylva's 6th Grade class to 
grow the Operation Christmas Child (OCC) ministry at St. Peter’s. The 
students were able to work on many skills, like persuasive letter writing, as 
they reached out to local businesses for financial backing. They practiced 
presentation skills by visiting SPLS classrooms by inviting the students to 
partner with them. 

It soon became more than just a school project. Students realized that each 
box they packed would go to a child who might not receive a gift at Christmas 
—and they might hear about Jesus for the very first time. 

The students set a huge goal of packing and sending 800 shoeboxes. There 
were times that the leaders and students wondered if we would have enough 
items and enough money ($9 per box).  The phrase that kept coming up was 
“God will give us just enough of what we need.” 

On packing day, over half of the 6th grade class was quarantined due to 
contact tracing.  But they had just enough students with help from the 7th & 
8th grades to walk the boxes over to the drop off location at First Christian 
Church. At the end of the day, 860 boxes had been packed and over $9,000 
had been collected to ship the boxes.  

In 2021, Mrs. Sylva and Mrs. Carothers, 
not wanting the mission project to become 
a competition to simply one-up the 2020 
number, took it to the students who decided 
they would ask God to continue to bless the 
ministry and surprise them with the number of 
boxes He wanted them to pack.  The students 
came up with some new ideas to inspire fellow 
SPLS students.  They gave each classroom a 
goal thermometer to hang so they could fill 
in how many items they had collected 
and watch the red line go up as students 
brought items in.  For the leaders, this was 
a little hard to know how many shoeboxes 
and other supplies to order so that there 
would be enough come packing day.  But 
again, they were reminded that God gave  
“just enough” in 2020.   

He would work it out again.  

Dressed in elfin and holiday clothes, students packed boxes in The Den in an 
assembly line. Each time 100 boxes were filled, everyone stopped what they 
were doing, grabbed a jingle bell and gave a big cheer. All grades, including 
the sixth graders' chapel buddies were able to view the process and celebrate 
the final number of boxes packed: 

1,026 BOXES!

T H A N K  Y O U
2021 OCC COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Plumbing Solutions • Kroot 
Peco • Taylor Brothers Construction 
South Central Roofing • Flambeau 

Aisin USA Manufacturing • Garb2Art 
 Watts Family Dentistry • Superior Drywall 

Lohmeyer Plumbing • Kenny Glass
SAK Automotive Services & Tire 

A GIFT FINDS ITS WAY TO HAPPY
"My parents have a church in India and they worked 
very closely with Compassion for Christ for many 
years. Our church does a lot of social work and 
takes care of widows and poverty-stricken people. 
One year, they arranged to receive boxes for the 
kids in villages where they evangelize. When the 
boxes arrived, the church had to check, sort and 
possibly replace some items that would be more 
helpful to the villagers. For example, instead of a 
stuffed toy, they might have replaced it with some 
sort of clothing or food item. The stuffed toys were 
distributed among other kids at church in the city 
who would appreciate it more. At our church back 
in India, we don't give presents to each other 
within our family but the children who come to 
church receive a present which represents the 
free gift of eternal life through Jesus' sacrifice. 
They did give away the stuffed toys to other kids 
but my mom saved one for my daughter, Happy. 
So when we went to visit them, my mom gave it to 
her and told me where it came from. This is how 
Happy received her favorite toy ducky."  
Hannah Singh, SPLS 7th Grade Teacher

STUDENTSGIVEFEEDBACK
How did this experience impact your faith?
“These past few months made me realize how blessed I am. It is always go, go, go in life, 
and I don’t take the time to realize how much God has blessed me. Ever since we started 
Operation Christmas Child, I prayed every night that those boxes impact a child's life. 
Every time I prayed I felt a closer connection to God.”  Maddy Dougherty

How did God use you and/or your classmates during this process?
“God used us during this process because we were all doing it for others and thinking of 
someone else and not ourselves. God used every one of us because we each had a job and 
we were all important to His plan. We all felt so happy that we could do this for kids and 
God used us to grow this ministry.” Kiersten Collins

What personal lessons did you learn from this experience?
“I learned God is more amazing than you think. Only 45 kids in 6th grade and our 
wonderful teachers can make 1,026 boxes. I think that if we can do it, anyone can do it. 
God worked through us in this project and we helped so many kids.” Parker Gribbins

How will this experience impact choices you make in the future?
“It may influence me to sponsor OCC when the 6th graders at St. Peter’s do it again. It will 
impact choices that I make in the future—it will remind me to be thankful whenever I use 
everyday items that children in other countries don’t have. It may influence me to get a job 
as a missionary in the future.” Jonathan Hynes

In what ways do you think God will continue to show up in your life or at  
St. Peter’s as a result of the OCC ministry?
“I think each year we will grow the OCC ministry and more children will be helped each year. 
I think that God will always be there when we need him at St. Peter’s. He will work through 
us to help change people's lives and they will be able to learn about God.” Riston Wormer

“I think that God will help grow the ministry next year because we made a new goal for 
them to grow. Also, when people start recognizing us they might be older than us and think 
that if 6th graders can do that then they can donate or try to do more things including OCC. 
In many more years we will be adults and maybe we can donate to OCC because we will 
remember that we did that or how hard we worked to grow the ministry.” Jillian Chapple

OCC Backstory
Operation Christmas Child is one of many ministries 
that Samaritan’s Purse has organized for almost 30 
years.  Since 1993, more than 188 million children in 
more than 170 countries and territories have received 
an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The project 
delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is their 
first gift ever, but also gives them a tangible expression 
of God’s love.  

Growth of OCC Ministry at St. Peter's
St. Peter’s has participated in Operation Christmas 
Child for many years. 200 was a usual number of boxes 
collected from church and school families. In 2015, 415 
shoeboxes were sent.  Then in 2019, Mrs. Sylva's, 6th 
grade class read Franklin Graham’s book “Operation 
Christmas Child:  A Story of Simple Gifts,” that inspired 
the 45 students to set a high goal to pack 400 boxes. 
They surpassed their goal with 405, and combined with 
the boxes that were brought in by St. Peter’s church 
families, we were able to bless over 600 children.

As a result of the model that Mrs. Jael Sylva and Mrs. 
Shelli Carothers built, Samaritan’s Purse and Operation 
Christmas Child created a “Christian School Event 
Guide” to help guide other schools around the world to 
begin this mission project with their students.  You can 
find it on their website.

BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS DONATED 
TO OCC CHRISTMAS 2021:  $6,306.28

OCC GIFT GIVING 

GROWS UP



 

Scholarship 
Granting 

Organization

The Scholarship Granting Organization  
(SGO) is a privately-funded program 
that helps families who cannot 
afford the cost of full tuition to send 
their children to private schools 
in the state of Indiana, including  
St. Peter’s.  This school year, over 200 
students attending St. Peter’s will 
receive SGO scholarships, making 
it possible for each of these students 
to hear about Jesus every day while 
receiving an outstanding education.  In 
addition to the blessing of a Christian 
education received by these students, 
donors receive a huge blessing, as 
well.  Donors receive a 50% State Tax 
CREDIT up to their total state tax 
liability.  Additionally, donors who can 
itemize their Federal deductions can also 
claim their SGO donations as charitable 
contributions.  

Support for the SGO in 2021 was 
incredible!  $624,000 was donated 
to the SGO this past year. This level 
of support is simply awesome, greatly 
exceeding all expectations!  Without 
question, these donations are making it 
possible for lives to truly be transformed 
and God’s Kingdom to grow through our 
School Ministry. Thank you so much for 
your support!

For More Information about the SGO
Contact Scott Schumacher:  
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org 
812-372-1571 x2140 

Information is also available at:  
www.LutheranSGO.org   
Click on the DONATE tab.

S T E W A R D S H I P
    CORNER

Almost There!
We are incredibly close to hitting our goal to fully fund the TWL 2.0 
campaign! The support for this project continues to be incredible.   
Thank you so much to the many members who continue to give sacrificially 
and generously to this project.  
Know that you are all dearly loved and appreciated!

Contribution Statistics
TOTAL PROJECT COST: $6,353,821
INCOME RECEIVED: $6,298,575
BALANCE: ($55,246.49)

441 families have contributed to this campaign.  
425 families have met or exceeded their pledges.  
94 families are still working on fulfilling their pledges.  

Please know that we will continue to accept contributions to the TWL 2.0 
campaign.  If all pledges are met, we will exceed the money needed to fully 
fund the campaign!  Money raised above the campaign cost will be used 
for future needs associated with The Den.  

Wish-List Items
We are incredibly grateful for additional designated gifts that have made 
it possible to purchase signage for The Den, as well as white boards 
and benches for the locker rooms, which will be installed within the next 
month.  An additional designated gift has also been received, which will 
make it possible to purchase a trophy case and locker room lockers.  We 
are so grateful for these extra donations that will help us fully complete  
this project!

TWL 2.0 Wrap-up
A final report will be prepared and shared with our congregation, once all 
financial information related to the TWL 2.0 campaign is finalized.  Our 
hope is to also have a celebration at a future worship service, giving thanks 
to God for blessing us with such an amazing facility.  Know that great 
things are happening at St. Peter’s and our community through the use  
of The Den!

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Scott Schumacher
Pastor Mark Teike
Dale Follmer
Jean Jones
Carl Kissell
Christine Schaefer
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Most Americans will 
be filing taxes over 
the next months.  
And for many, tax 
time means one 
important thing:   
a tax refund!  
How will you spend 
your refund this year?  
Check out these 
practical ideas to  
put your tax refund  
to good use.

Top Ways to 
Spend Your 
TAX REFUND
Stop getting a tax refund!

No one likes owing taxes after filing.  Receiving a refund is certainly more 
enjoyable.  However, when you overpay taxes, it means that you gave 
a free loan to the government and never got paid for it.  Think of this as 
the government simply giving you your money back, without paying you 
any interest.  Consider reducing your withholding to lower your refund.   
By doing this, you will have more money in your pocket throughout the year 
to save, spend, or invest.

Start an emergency fund.
Emergency funds are a really great way to pay for the unexpected financial 
challenges that are all too real for people.  Unemployment, unforeseen 
medical expenses, and surprise home repairs are all examples of those “curve 
balls” that many experience on occasion.  

Pay down your credit card balance.
According to the consumer debt data from the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, $804 billion is the total credit card balance in our country as of 
December 15, 2021.  Lowering your credit card balance could provide you 
with additional financial freedom, allowing you to enjoy the money that you 
have worked so hard to earn.

Add to your retirement account.
Planning for retirement is extremely important.  Adding to your retirement 
with additional money received through your tax refund makes good financial 
sense for most people.  

Make an extra donation!
Using your tax refund to provide an additional donation to your favorite 
charity is a great use of this money, especially if your refund was larger than 
expected.  Consider giving a portion of your refund to St. Peter’s this year!   
As our offerings continue to track low, additional money given to our General 
Fund would be most appreciated.  





GROW YOUR GIFT
 

The Foundation offers many ways to make your gift prosper.
Or talk with your estate-planning agent about how to include 

The Foundation as a beneficiary of your estate.

Memorials • Anniversary Honorariums • Birthday Honorariums • Gifts of Cash • Stock • Bonds
Real Estate Transactions • Life Insurance • IRA Distributions • Donor Advised Funds

Scott Schumacher, Director of Development sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org 812-372-1571 x2140
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