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 Upcoming Events

December Dates

2  100 Mighty Men and Women  

of Prayer

2 Child Protection Program

5    Child Protection Program

10     Angels of Love

19 Christmas Extravaganza

24  Christmas Eve Service

25    Community  Christmas Dinner

January Dates

6      Child Protection Program

8 Sherpa Leadership Team

16     Child Protection Program
 
January Life|Link articles

send to David Williams
dwilliams@stpeters-columbus.org
by Wednesday, December 13
Mailed Thursday, December 21

Radio Broadcast
Listen at 6:30pm, WYGS
Your Gospel Station:
88.1, 89.1, 91.1

Dear Friend at St. Peter’s,

I hope you have had the chance to walk through the display in our 

north hallway, overlooking Fifth Street, highlighting our nearly 160 

years as a congregation. Isn’t it great?! While some have called St. Peter’s 

their church home for their entire lives, and some have been a part of 

the St. Peter’s family for many years, and some have been at St. Peter’s 

for a relatively short time, the truth is that we all, by the working of 

God, have been woven into the fabric of what is known as St. Peter’s.

This hallway display is the official “kick off” or “inaugural event” for the 

Together We Live season of our congregation. Together We Live is our 

response to God’s invitation to love our neighbors. It is about much 

more than a 3 month campaign. Together We Live is a philosophy, a 

life-style of where and how we want to live moving forward.

Everything under the heading of Together We Live flows out of our 

2020 Vision that says:

“The People of St. Peter’s reflect the heart of God.”

• By walking alongside one another.

• By demonstrating the heart of a disciple.

• By reaching beyond our campus.

• With a personalized approach.

Over the last few months I have sought to provide an explanation of the 

first three points listed above. This month I will attempt to explain what 

is meant by “with a personalized approach.”

Because God has designed each of us to be unique, our approach 

to ministry will be personalized when needed. When it comes to 

ministry, one size does not always fit all. Therefore, we will attempt to 

do ministry in a way that best fits the individual. Does this sometime 

require more work? Yes! Does this sometime force us “out of the 

box”? Yes! So, why are we talking about ministry with a personalized 

approach? …because PEOPLE MATTER!
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Our school theme for the 2017/2018 school year 
is “Together We Live.” We eagerly look forward 
to several activities in the upcoming month that 
provide us opportunities to emphasize this theme.

• Blood Drive: Our school ministry will sponsor 
another Blood Drive on Sunday, Dec. 10, 9am-
2pm. The American Red Cross bloodmobile 
will be parked outside of our church to give 
people the opportunity to give blood. Please 
sign up online at redcrossblood.org and use the 
sponsor code “stpetercolum.”  Walk-ins are also 
accepted.      

• 6th Grade Grandparents Day: Our 6th graders 
will host Grandparents Day on Friday, Dec. 15.  
Grandparents will enjoy time to sing Christmas 
carols with their grandchildren and to enjoy 
some Christmas tea.  

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES

Dec. 10:  Blood Drive (9am-2pm)

Dec. 13:  December Baptismal Birthdays (8:10am)

Dec. 15:  6th Grade Grandparents Day 

Dec. 20:  End of the 2nd Quarter

Dec. 21-Jan. 2:  NO SCHOOL/Christmas Break

Jan 3: School Resumes (No BCSC Busing)

YOUTH MINISTRY
Venture Youth Nights
Attention High Schoolers! We invite you to climb 
with us as we follow CHRIST! Join us for games, 
food, fellowship, and worship in The Summit from 
6-8pm. 

Dec. 3: Venture 6-8pm 

Dec. 17: Venture CHRISTMAS 6-8pm

Jan. 7: Venture 6-8pm

Trek Youth Nights 
Attention Junior High (6th-8th Graders)! We invite 
you to climb with us as we follow CHRIST!  Join us 
for food, fellowship, games, and worship in The 
Summit from 4-6pm.

Dec.10: Trek CHRISTMAS 4-6pm 

Jan. 14: Trek SKATELAND 4:30-6:30pm (off site) at 
Columbus Skateland, 2660 N. Talley Road

Email: splcventure@gmail.com or splctrek@gmail.com

Phone: 812 372-1571 x 2130 (office)

If we are parents of multiple children, we 

know that the best way to reach one child is not 

necessarily the best way to reach another. That’s 

also true for the coach who works with different 

players on the team, or the employer with a variety 

of employees, or the teacher with a classroom full 

of students. And, it is true of how we approach 

ministry.

As the coach wants each player to reach their full 

potential, as the employer wants each employee to 

perform well, and as the teacher wants each student 

to succeed, so we want every person who is a part of 

our St. Peter’s community to know that they matter 

and that they are loved by God and by us. Yes, doing 

ministry with a personalized approach is more work, 

but you—and all of us—are worth it!

In Jesus’ Love,

Pastor Teike

Great things continue to happen in our School 
Ministry as we reflect the Heart of a Disciple.  
Printed below are just two examples of this from the 
previous months.

• Tour of IU: 90 of our students had the 
opportunity to tour the athletic facilities at 
Indiana University.  Our students really enjoyed 
the visit. Check out what our tour guide said 
about our students. “I wanted to thank you 
again for coming to Bloomington yesterday 
morning and participating in a guided tour of 
athletics. On behalf of myself and staff we truly 
enjoyed having St. Peter’s on campus. With each 
school group that comes through you don’t know 
what to expect, but St. Peter’s is an exceptional 
group! To be honest I’ve bragged about your 
group ever since your departure.” 

• Reality Store: Our 8th graders recently had the 
opportunity to participate in the Reality Store 
at Central Middle School. Students are given a 
budget to manage the financial realities of being 
an adult. They can choose various occupations, 
number of children to raise, type of home to live 
in, and much more. Students can also choose 
to contribute to charities or not.  97% of our 
students chose to make regular contributions 
to charity. We give thanks that our students 
are catching the importance of the specific 
Declaration Statement, “I will be generous 
today.”

 

SCHOOL MINISTRY
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for themselves. The gifts are given at a party at 
the Thrive Alliance office. Most of the wishes are 
simple, yet received with great joy and appreciation. 
Please return your gifts by December 10. The gifts 
may be left in the box in the main lobby marked 
“Thrive Alliance Christmas Gifts.”

Seminary Support
St. Peter’s supports the work of our seminaries in 
two ways. This is our fourth year of participating 
in the vicarage program. This allows a seminary 
student to experience “on the job training” for 
12 months before returning to the seminary for 
his fourth and final year of pastoral training. In 
addition, St. Peter’s provides financial assistance to 
three first year seminarians and invites them to join 
us for a weekend in the spring. The three first year 
seminarians we are supporting this year include 
Zach Huffman, Aaron Reseburg and Nathaniel 
Brown. To learn more about Nathaniel Brown and 
Aaron Reseburg, see their “newsletters” on the 
bulletin board across the hall from our library.

Thank-Yous
From Nathaniel Brown, seminarian 

Thank you for choosing to support seminary 
education. I am a student at Concordia Seminary 
and have been adopted by you! I am 22 years old, 
was born and raised in Rapid City, SD. I am currently 
single and while I want to be married eventually, I 
am living in this vocation now. I love reading, so I 
would encourage you to send letters to me. I am sure 
that I haven’t answered all of your questions about 
Seminary, or of myself. If you wish, feel free to ask 
me anything.   

–Nathaniel Brown

Letters in response to Best Practices conference

Dear Mark and our beloved sisters and brothers at 
St. Peter’s,

Wow! What a fantastic job hosting the Best 
Practices: Heartland conference!! Your group really 
thought of everything. What a top-notch, first-class 
demonstration of hospitality. With wonderful leaders 
like this, there is no doubt in my mind that our Lord 
has big plans for you all. I am so excited about next 
year, I am already talking with our leaders about 
trying to get our whole staff out next time. I was truly 
blessed and encouraged at every keynote & every 
breakout session. The Spirit was truly at work and 
has me very excited to be a better equipped, 21st 
century missionary leader in my context. I also really 
appreciated Debbie’s discussion on “insiders” vs. 
“outsiders.” My whole experience in the church 
didn’t begin until high school, and in the LCMS, not 
until just before Seminary. I see now my potential role 
more clearly as I bridge the gap with other “outsiders” 

Page 3

 

Can Christmas still change the world?  
The Christmas story is a story of love, hope, 
redemption and relationship. Advent Conspiracy 
is a chance to re-direct our hearts towards the 
values and rhythms Christ cares about as we 
celebrate His story. The People of St. Peter’s 
are reaching beyond our campus in many new 
ways. This year please consider purchasing a gift 
that would invest in the lives of others locally or 
around the world. Choose to honor your friends 
and loved ones by purchasing a gift that would 
have a greater impact on the Kingdom of God. 
May we CONSPIRE to reflect the heart of God this 
Christmas season!

Angels of Love 
Angels of Love is an outreach ministry to provide 
Christmas gifts to neighborhood children on 
Sunday, December 10. These gifts are distributed 
at a Christmas service where the Gospel is 
shared with them. Show Christ’s love by picking 
up an Angel tag on the windows that lead into the 
sanctuary. Return your wrapped gift to St. Peter’s 
with the top of the tag filled out and attached by 
Dec. 3. Contact Denise Gressel at:  
812 372-1571 x2324 with questions. 

Mission India 
Equip entire communities with essential resources 
to share the love of Jesus through Children’s Bible 
Clubs. This program consists of mentoring boys 
and girls two hours a night for one year.  

The children hear Bible stories, play games, sing, 
memorize Scripture, and learn to pray to Jesus. 
It costs just $1 to introduce a child to Jesus in a 
Children’s Bible Club. A gift of $30 will provide a 
Club for 30 kids! Visit missionindia.org/donate to 
donate online.

World Vision
World Vision partners with children, families, and 
their communities to reach their full potential by 
tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. Visit 
www.worldvisiongifts.org to view the gift catalog 
and donate online. You can also honor a loved one 
with a free personalized card. Examples include: 
$25 for two chickens or $30 for three ducks.

Thrive Alliance Adult Guardianship 
Christmas Party
The Guardianship Program is for adults who are 
unable to advocate or make informed decisions 



the Lord desires to bring into the body of Christ. Thank 
you Debbie. God bless you all!  
–Emil Gretarsson

In response to our hurricane relief effort

I thank God for bringing us together to serve, 
minister the people of Houston affected by the 
hurricane. Thank you for the privilege of joining 
your church team for this adventure. I couldn’t have 
asked for a better team of Christians to serve with. 
I know God did this. Thank you that I didn’t have to 
be concerned about paying my way. God bless each 
one of you! I thank you for the witness of the passing 
of your mother and for your father who understood 
your heart. I am also thankful for the goat. If it 
hadn’t been for the goat we wouldn’t have met your 
gracious friends who opened up their  homes and 
hearts to us. There is much to thank our heavenly 
Father for! Love you all! God bless!
–Art Barnes

Together We Live FORUMS

All ages are invited to participate in a 1.5-hour 
forum to learn more about ministry expansion 
plans for St. Peter’s. A Church Council member 
will host each forum to help you review the 
vision, learn more about the plans, discuss 
your questions and ideas, and seek the Lord’s 
blessings.

FORUM CALENDAR

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 6pm

Monday, Dec. 4, 1:30pm

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 6pm, childcare provided

Thursday, Dec. 7, 6pm

Sunday, Dec 10, 9am, childcare provided

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 6pm childcare provided

Sunday, Jan. 7, high school students, 9:30-10:30am

You’re invited to prepare for the forum in advance 
by reviewing the Together We Live booklet 
and the Frequently Asked Questions sheet 
(available Nov. 16) found on our website at www.
stpeterscolumbus.org Location: All forums will be 
in the India Conference Room

Together We Live – Capital Campaign Timeline

NOV-DEC 2017
FORUMS

JANUARY 2018
SERMON
SERIES

BUILDING PHASE SUMMER 2019
DOORS OPEN

JAN 25-28, 2018
COMMITMENT

WEEKEND

FEB 25, 2018
VOTER’S MEETING

DECISION TO BUILD

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry is a system through which 
members of St. Peter’s are trained and organized 
to help provide Christian caregiving to members 
of the congregation and community. They are 
equipped to bring Christ’s healing love to people 
who are grieving, in crisis, or experiencing other 
stresses in life. Those receiving care from the 
Stephen Ministers benefit because they receive 
prayer and support throughout the crisis they 
face and Stephen Ministers benefit through the 
spiritual growth they experience from serving in a 
meaningful ministry. If you are in need of a Stephen 
Minister or would like more information about 
becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact April 
Niewedde (812 521-6068), Alan Hayes (812 603-
2010), or Rob Motosicky (812 343-1304) or e-mail 
stephenministry@stpeters-columbus.org.

Celebrate Recovery
Our program is designed for anyone suffering from 
life’s hurts, habits or hang-ups, and who desires 
freedom. Please stop by the India Room on Friday 
night at 6pm and experience true fellowship as we 
journey through a lesson, listen to the testimony of 
another, or share our courage, strength and hope 
with one another in a small group. 
–Christopher Sparks, Ministry Leader

Christmas Day Dinner
Monday, Dec. 25, noon-2pm, St. Peter’s cafeteria
Each year, we have the privilege of partnering 
with our neighbors, and Lincoln Central Family 
Neighborhood Center to share in a delicious meal 
on Christmas Day.

In addition to coming to dine, you are also invited to 
volunteer to serve at the dinner. Look for the sign-
up board in the narthex Dec. 7 through 17. You may 
also contact Donna Smith at Donna_smith2674@
comcast.net or call Jan Kiel at 812 525-0727.

Angels of Hope
A Night to Remember, Wednesday Dec. 6
Angels of Hope is a support group for parents who 
have lost little ones to miscarriage, stillbirth, or 
infant/toddler death. Angels of Hope meets at St. 
Peter’s the first and third Wednesdays of  
each month.

Each December, Angels of Hope hosts a service to 
remember all the little ones who have gone before 
us. This year’s service will be Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 
6:00 at First Christian Church. There will be a time 
of worship and candles lit for the little ones. All are 
welcome. If you have questions or would like for 
your child to be remembered, contact Kylee Jones: 
812 350-5944 or Megan Bozell: 812 343-7884.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM:  
FOLLOW THE STAR
This Christmas Eve drama will be presented by the 
children of St Peter’s, ages 4 through 5th grade. It is a 
family worship service on Christmas Eve at 4:30pm. 
The Journey To Bethlehem Christmas program will 
take us to Galilee where a carpenter is visited by 
an angel in a dream; to the desert where visitors 
from the East follow a star and a promise; to 
the fields outside Bethlehem where a group of 
shepherds watch their flocks; and to the temple 
of Jerusalem where the centuries-old prophecy of 
love and redemption is soon to be fulfilled. Journey 
To Bethlehem runs approximately 1 hour and 
combines worshipful narration, Bible readings, 
fun drama and singing for all to create a fresh and 
joyful examination of the birth of our Savior. 

JAM (Jesus and Me) Friday Dec. 8, 9-10:30am  
at St. Peter’s Children’s Ministry area
This will be a Christmas Service activity and a 
time to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Bring a friend. 
Spend time playing, sharing and discovering Jesus’ 
love. (Children years 2-5, accompanied by a parent 
or grandparent or caregiver and any siblings) Come 
join in the FUN!

Baptism Class 
No Baptism Class in December. Next class will 
be Tuesday, January 23rd at 7pm.  When you are 
interested in being baptized or having your child 
baptized, please call the church office 372-1571 x 
2138. Classes are held on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month. You must attend this class 2 weeks prior to 
the desired baptism date. 

Christmas Break
No Graded Sunday School or Nursery at 9:30am 
on Dec. 24 or Dec. 31st. Join the family class 
in the gym on Dec. 31st.  No Wednesday Night 
Connections on Dec. 20, 27 or Jan. 3.

Graded Sunday School 9:30am
Age 3: room 2129

4’s-Kindergarten: room 2131

Pathfinders: grades 1-5: The Park/room 2122 

Discover the Path God has Planned for You 
Wednesday Nite Connection 6:30-7:45pm

LIFE | EQUIP
Special Holiday Adjustments
Wednesday Nite Connections will meet on Nov. 29, 
Dec. 6, and Dec. 13, then NOT meet until Jan. 10!

No Sunday morning classes will be offered on  
Dec. 24 or Dec. 31. We will resume our regular 
schedule on Jan. 7. Several new adult classes will be 
offered in January. Watch for further announcements!

Sunday morning options  
through Dec. 17

The Revelation of Jesus Christ

 John Herfurth, India Room (2161)
The Chronicles of the Apostles

 Pastor Chad Foster, cafeteria
A Man named Martin

 various staff, room 5108

Wednesday Nite Connections  
options through Dec. 13
Meal from 5:30-6:30pm
Classes from 6:30-7:45pm

Bible Investigation Class (or BIC)

 Mark Teike, room 2164
Torah 1.0

 Chad Foster, Sanctuary
Caring Community 
 Debbie Teike & team, room 2163 (library)
CrossSpan (first & third weeks)
 Gary Goshorn, room 5110, 5119
 Mutual support for families dealing with  
 Alzheimer’s.
LifeLight: Mark

 Bob Middendorf/Buzz Clore,  
 room 4206 (Art Room)
Child Protection Program

All those who work with children at St. Peter’s 
must be certified in our Child Protection 
Program. Upcoming training dates are:

 Saturday,  Dec. 2,  10am
 Tuesday,  Dec. 5,  6:30pm
 Saturday,  Jan. 6,  10am
 Tuesday,  Jan. 16,  6:30pm
 Saturday,  Feb. 3,  10am
 Tuesday,  Feb. 6,  6:30pm

Please call ahead to 372-1571 x2128 to 
register to attend. Classes are never “full,”  
but will be cancelled when no one signs up!  
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SHAPE for Ministry
Each believer has been uniquely created by God 
to serve Him and others. The SHAPE for Ministry 
class examines our personality, passion, and 
spiritual gifts that make us the different parts of 
the Body of Christ. This class is part of our new 
member process, but also is a benefit for every. A 
Wednesday session will be offered in late January/
early February. Watch for more details!

WORSHIP MINISTRY
Official Acts for October 2017
Infant/Children Baptisms
 Benjamin Joseph Meadows  10-1-17

 Kellar Joshua Garrett   10-14-17
Weddings
 Sarah Miske & Dewayne Mullins  10-1-17

 Chacelyn Thayer & Kenneth Sessions  10-14-17

 Jessica Richardson & Christopher Frankel  10-28-17
Funerals
 Donald R. Lawless   10-9-17

 David T. Richardson   10-30-17

Bible Investigation Class
The St. Peter’s Bible Investigation Class is offered 
for those who want to learn more about the Bible, 
who want to learn what it means to have a relation-
ship with Jesus, or who have an interest in making 
St. Peter’s their church home. It is open to any who 
have an interest in attending. There are no tests, no 
one is called upon or made to feel uncomfortable 
and childcare will be provided. The next class will 
meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 Jan-
uary 7and concluding in May. For more information 
contact Vicki Salo at 812 372 1571 x2138 or at 
vsalo@stpeters-columbus.org.

2017 Contributions
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church is blessed with many 
members and contributors. In preparing for year-
end contribution procedures, we thought a few 
reminders might be helpful:

• We will accept 2017 contributions until Dec. 
31, midnight. Due to federal regulations we 
cannot accept contributions after this time.

• Church office will be open from 8am- noon, Dec. 29.
• If mailing your contribution, it must be post-marked 
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FINANCIAL REPORT      
 
 Oct. 2017 Actual Oct. 2017 Budgeted YTD Actual YTD Budgeted
Income  $857,123   $929,841   $2,271,480   $2,376,585  
Expenses  $635,627   $576,649   $2,291,637   $2,343,133  
Net Income/Loss  $221,496   $353,192    $(20,156)  $33,452 

by Dec. 31, 2017, otherwise, due to federal regula-
tions, the contribution will be credited to 2018.

• If you send a check without an offering envelope, 
please put a note on it stating the fund for which 
it is intended.

• For last minute contributions, or if the church 
office is closed, you can go online to make your 
2017 contribution. Simply go to:  
www.stpeterscolumbus.org, click on the GIVE 
tab, then click “MAKE A DONATION” and follow 
the prompts.

• PLEASE do not use your 2018 envelopes for 
2017 contributions.

• If you have questions please contact Angela 
Cognata or Mike Hinckfoot at 812 372-1571.

Thank you for your generous support of the Lord’s 
work here at St. Peter’s.

2018 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2018 will be available in 
the narthex for you to pick up through the month 
of December (starting Thursday, Dec. 7); in 
alphabetical order. If you do not find your envelopes 
please call the church office at 372-1571 and talk 
to Angela. Please DO NOT use the 2018 envelopes 
until the weekend of January 7, 2018.

Holiday Worship Schedule
Thursday, Dec. 21, 7pm
Saturday, Dec. 23, 6pm
Sunday, Dec. 24 (one service @ 10am) No Bible Class
Christmas Eve, Sunday, Dec. 24 
4:30pm: Candlelight worship led by Children’s 
Ministry
7pm & 9pm: Candlelight worship with Choir and 
Instruments
11pm: Candlelight worship with Holy Communion
Thursday, Dec. 28, 7pm
Saturday, Dec. 30, 6pm
Sunday, Dec. 31, 8am & 10:45am
No New Year’s Eve evening service

Holiday Church Office Hours
Friday, Dec. 22, 8am-12noon 
Monday, Dec. 25, closed 
Tuesday, Dec. 26-Thursday, Dec 28, 8am-5pm 
Friday, Dec. 29, 8am-12noon 
Monday, Jan. 1, closed


