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In the 1960s it became increasingly difficult for the officers of the church 
to carry out the wishes expressed in the wills of parishioners who had 
left assets to St. Peter’s.

Mr. Pat Pardieck proposed the idea that St. Peter’s form a Foundation 
that would take on responsibilities of managing, investing, and 
distributing assets left to the church. After studying and researching this 
possibility, the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Foundation was established 
on May 28, 1964 with the purpose to act under the authority of the 
Voter’s Assembly of St. Peter’s to receive assets and expend funds to 
promote religious, educational, and charitable purposes of the church. 

On July 28, 1964, the Voter’s Assembly officially approved the formation 
of the Foundation, setting the stage for many congregation members to 
leave a Legacy of Faith!

C U R R E N T  F O U N D A T I O N 
B O A R D  M E M B E R S
Our Foundation is blessed with faithful board members who love the Lord, love 
St. Peter’s, and love the Foundation. All are committed to values established by 
the founding members of the Foundation and are excited to be a part of the future 
growth of the Foundation.  

David Force, President
David Force is a life-long member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and attended 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School. He has served as a member of the Church Board of 
Directors, the School Board, and the St. Peter’s Foundation in various capacities.  
David has been an architect for 40 years.

Pia O’Conor, Vice President
Pia is a fifth-generation member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and a 1980 
graduate of St. Peter’s Lutheran School. Pia follows her grandfather, Albert Suhre, 
and her mother, Linda O’Connor, in serving on the Foundation Board.   
Pia is currently the Bartholomew County Auditor.  

Jody Littrell, Treasurer
Jody has been a member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church since 2001 and a 
member of the Foundation Board since 2012. His wife Kim is a life-long member 
of the church and a graduate of St. Peter’s Lutheran School. Jody and Kim have 
two children, Nick and Paige, who also graduated from St. Peter’s Lutheran 
School. Jody is a Financial Advisor with IMC Advisors in Columbus. 

Elizabeth Kestler, Secretary
Elizabeth has been a member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church for 30 years and for 
19 of them, she’s had children who have attended our school. She’s been actively 
involved in many aspects of our church and school. She’s served as the Executive 
Director of Love Chapel for 20 years and developed and implemented Brighter 
Days housing project. She serves on the Love Chapel Foundation.

Chris Monroe
Chris has been a member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church for 17 years. He is a 
practicing attorney in Columbus and a retired judge. Chris and his wife, Brenda, 
are active in the community and enjoy spending time with their family.  

John Rajanayakam
John has held global technology leadership positions in Europe, Middle East, 
Asia, and in the US. He has a doctorate in Organizational leadership and is a 
Six Sigma Black Belt. He is a speaker, trainer, teacher, author, and is involved 
in correctional education. He has also been involved in educational initiatives in 
Africa. John and his wife Christina have been members of St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church for over 20 years.

THE CHARTER FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS drafted the original 
Articles of Incorporation and By-laws, both of which are still in use today. This 
group of visionaries also did great work to communicate the importance of not 
just establishing a Foundation, but growing the Foundation to meet the future 
needs of the church.  

The original Foundation Board members included William Loesch, Paul Pardieck, 
Albert Suhre, Donald Force, Harris Weertz, Carl Suverkrup, and Karl Scheidt. The 
typical term of service is five years, but the founding Foundation Board members 
were issued terms ranging from one to five years, ensuring that Foundation Board 
member turnover would be gradual over the years.
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“As we move into the future, I’m looking forward to an enduring partnership 
with the Foundation.  The Foundation’s work of assisting members in making 
lasting investments in God’s Kingdom will be incredibly vital for our next era 
of ministry.  I’m confident that God will continue to bless St. Peter’s through 
the Foundation and that together we will continue the work that God has 
placed before us.”

Pastor John Cordrey, Senior Pastor-Elect

“The St. Peter’s Foundation has been and continues to be a great blessing to 
our congregation. Their generous contributions to our annual ministry budget 
have been a great gift to enhance our efforts. Their foresightedness made it 
possible to expand our facilities by acquiring properties on our east block, 
where the Den now stands.  The same is true regarding their acquisition on 
the south side of 4th Street where the Life Works building is located and where 
additional parking will be added. In addition, based on the generosity of one 
of our families, they have generously provided additional funds to support our 
St. Peter’s young people who are preparing for full-time church vocations, 
as well as helping to reduce educational debt for our called teachers. 
I appreciate the growing partnership between our Foundation and our 
congregation, with the goal of seeing lives transformed and the Kingdom of 
God expanded.  THANK YOU, St. Peter’s Foundation for all you have done, 
are doing, and will continue to do!”

Pastor Mark Teike, Senior Pastor

The St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Foundation currently has a 
balance of $4.5 million.  Over the years, the Foundation has been 
blessed with steady growth, thanks to the generous gifts of our 
members and the responsible management of assets.  Foundation 
distributions are based on the interest earned on donations.   
In 2021, the Foundation gave over $101,000 to support the Purpose 
and Vision of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

The Foundation’s assets fall into two distinct categories:

DONOR DESIGNATED FUNDS
Designated gifts are given to honor the specific legacy requests 
of the donor.  An example of this is the designated gift given by 
Minnie Schultz in 1964.  Flowers continue to beautify our altar 
area every Sunday because of Minnie’s designated gift.  The 
Foundation currently manages $2.9 million in gifts dedicated for 
specific purposes.  

BOARD DESIGNATED FUNDS 
While designated gifts are always appreciated, undesignated gifts 
allow the Foundation to have the most flexibility to support the 
purpose and vision of our church and school.  Much of the interest 
earned on undesignated gifts is donated to the General Fund 
of our church.  The Foundation currently manages $1.6 million 
undesignated gifts. 

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
“The Foundation has taken the 
lead in funding transformative 
plans for the growth of  
St. Peter’s. This is something 
that we can be proud of.”
Jim Lienhoop

“Had the St. Peter’s Foundation 
not had the foresight to 
purchase the properties 
around the church, chances 
are the Den and Life Works 
facility would not have 
happened.”

Bill Boyer



“It has been a privilege to be involved with the St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church Foundation for several years.  I have had the opportunity to 
work with many members of St. Peter’s and staff that I admire for their 
faith and their work ethic.  

“There is a Yiddish saying that roughly translates into ‘People plan 
and God laughs.’  Planning is important, but perhaps doing is more 
important.  Proverbs 19:21 tells us ‘Many are the plans in a person’s 
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.’  Despite our best 
efforts, we cannot know the future, but we can do our best to anticipate.  
Who among us would have believed the changes in our world due to 
COVID-19?  

“We have used the phrase ‘Remembering the Past…As We Plan for the 
Future’ as a summation of the mission of the St. Peter’s Foundation. 
The point is to take a long-term view of the assets that we are allowed 
to manage, and to do our best to help you pursue your legacy of faith.   
How can we assist you as you plan your own legacy?”

David Force, Foundation Board President

Over the years, the Foundation has received many gifts, and 
has used those gifts to actively support the Purpose and Vision 
of our church and school.  In recent years, the Foundation has 
purchased land and houses adjacent to our property, allowing us 
to expand our ministry through the construction of new buildings, 
including our new athletic complex, The Den, and our new 
counseling center in the Life Works building.  
In 2021, the Foundation continued to have a positive impact on 
our ministry at St. Peter’s.

General Fund Contribution    Amount Given:  $72,400
Every member of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church benefits from this 
gift as it reduces the financial responsibility of our members to 
support the purpose and vision of our congregation.   
Our community also benefits from this gift as our church strives 
to not only make a difference in the lives of our congregation 
members, but also in the lives of those living in our surrounding 
neighborhoods.  

Church Worker Support    Amount Given:  $18,900
For the past three years, the Foundation has been providing 
scholarships for men and women seeking to become professional 
church workers.  The following people have received financial 
support from the Foundation:

Geordie Denholm, serving as a pastor in St. Louis.
Conner Forbes, studying at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis to 
become a pastor.
Nathan Thomack, studying at be a Director of Christian 
Education at Concordia Wisconsin.
Mitchel Busse, preparing for an internship as a Director of 
Christian Education in Omaha, Nebraska.
John MacAslan, studying for ministry through online training.

Additionally, several Called workers on our staff have received 
financial support to help defray the costs associated with their 
loans resulting from their education received at one of our 
Synodical universities.  

Care Ministry Support    Amount Given:  $7,900
This gift impacts the many people who find relief and support 
through our Life Works Ministry.  While many of the people who 
utilize these services have insurance to help pay for the various 
costs associated with the care provided, money from the Ernest 
L. Stadler donation helped defray expenses for those without 
insurance or who were unable to pay their co-pay charges.  

School Staff Celebrations    Amount Given:  $4,800
The impact of this gift is primarily associated with boosting the 
morale of those serving on our school staff.  Special lunches go a 
long way to show appreciation and support for the efforts of our 
school staff to “transform lives for the growth of God’s Kingdom.”  
Teachers also each received a gift card to spend on classroom 
supplies to help support the learning environment in their 
classrooms.  Teachers typically purchase much of their classroom 
supplies with their own money. Receiving gift cards to help offset 
these purchases was a great way to show our teachers that they 
are loved and appreciated. 

F O U N D A T I O N  I M P A C T “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison and 
didn’t do anything to help 
you?’ Then he will answer, 
‘I assure you that when you 
haven’t done it for one of the 
least of these, you haven’t 
done it for me.’”

Matthew 25:44-45



As a member of our congregation, the Foundation Board asks 
that you:
• Continue to pray for the work of the Foundation.

• Consider memorials, anniversary honorariums, birthday 
honorariums, and other gifts of remembrance or 
celebration.

• Consider gifts of cash, stock, bonds, real estate 
transactions, life insurance, IRA distributions, and Donor 
Advised Funds.

• Consider participating in the investment options offered 
through the Foundation.

• Consider talking with your estate-planning agent about 
potentially including the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Foundation as a beneficiary of your estate.

 
All donations given to the Foundation are fully tax-deductible 
as a charitable contribution.

For more information on how you can support the work of the 
Foundation, please feel free to reach out to our Director of 
Development, Scott Schumacher.  Our Foundation is here to 
help link your personal interests and philanthropic goals with 
the purpose and vision of our church and school!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Scott Schumacher
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org
812-372-1571 x2140

H O W  Y O U  C A N  S U P P O R T 
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Thank you for your support… and thank you for leaving a Legacy of Faith!


