
The name Jesse refers to the 
father of King David. 
Isaiah 11 says: 
A shoot will come up from 
the stump of Jesse; from 
his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. A “shoot” or a “branch” 
is a sign of new life and 
new beginnings. Jesus, a 
descendent of Jesse and his 
son David, is that “shoot” 
offering us new life and a 
new beginning.

Dear Friends at St. Peter’s,

Advent 2020 begins the weekend of November 29 and takes us to the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth. Our Advent series this year offers something for everyone. 

The sermons will focus on the message of the candles found on the Advent wreath: 
Hope…Love…Joy…Peace. 

A devotional book to supplement the weekend messages and to enhance the Advent season 
is Ann Voskamp’s book The Greatest Gift. This book offers a brief meditation for every day 
of Advent. You can order the book online or purchase a copy for $12 at church. This book 
would be good for adults.

Small group materials for The Greatest Gift, including a 20-minute video for all four weeks,  
are also available through Right Now Media, which can be accessed by all St. Peter’s members.  
For further information about small group materials related to this series, please contact  
Dustin Weber at dweber@stpeters-columbus.org or at 812 372 1571 x2306.

The author has also prepared a companion set, The Wonder of The Greatest Gift, designed 
for families with children living at home, that includes a pop-up Jesse tree, devotional book, 
and ornaments. This can serve as an Advent calendar for the whole family. Through the 
generosity of some within our St. Peter’s family, there will be a limited number of the family 
version available in the narthex (one per household) starting the weekend of November 15. 
Additional copies can be purchased by going to http://spl.churchcenter.com/registrations.  
If you have additional questions, please contact Shelli Carothers at 812 372 1571 x2322 or at 
scarothers@stpeters-columbus.org. 

Christmas Eve 2020 will once again offer four worship opportunities. The 4:00 service will 
highlight the theme of the Jesse Tree and the celebration of the birth of Jesus. The 6:00 and 
8:00 services will be a service of carols, scripture, and a message. The 10:00 service will continue 
to celebrate the birth of the Savior and include the Lord’s Supper.

I hope you’ll join us this Advent Season, as we prepare to once again celebrate Immanuel—
God with us!

In Jesus’ Love,

Pastor Teike
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