
 

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN
719 FIFTH STREET, COLUMBUS, IN 47201

church  812 372-1571  
website stpeterscolumbus.org
social media St. Peters Columbus - LCMS

QUICK FACTS

NEIGHBORHOOD BIBLE CLUB 
Sites where NBC will take place: 8
Counties of sites: 4

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO KANSAS CITY 
Youth attending: 39
Sherpas attending: 11

Contributions Remaining to Complete 
Together We Live 2.0 Contributions:
$460,582

Kids from Lincoln-Central neighborhood 
attending Cubhouse led by Vicar Ezra: 13

Our school's Hope Squad provided support 
for a SENIOR PROM held this spring.  
Hope Squad students warmly greeted 
guests as they arrived and helped serve 
snacks and beverages.  Some Hope Squad 
students even danced with the seniors!

J U N E  2 0 2 1

ST. PETER'S QUARTERLY 
WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE ES!Y

In Hebrews 11, we are given a list of some of the “heroes of the faith” of whom 
we read in the Old Testament scriptures: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and 
Samuel. Some of these names may be more familiar than others, but all are 
identified as people of faith.

This edition of YES features some of the heroes of the faith, in our St. Peter’s 
family, through the eyes of some of our students. I hope you’ll read their accounts.

There are many whose names are not included in the Hebrews 11 list of “heroes of 
the faith” who could be. And there are many who are not featured in this edition 
of YES but could be. To all of you who are exhibiting the characteristics of Jesus, 
thank you! You are a blessing and encouragement to others. Remember the 
words of Jesus in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

To all of you who reflect the person of Jesus, as a parent, grandparent, aunt or 
uncle, co-worker, friend, neighbor, community servant, volunteer at church, or in 
some other way, THANK YOU for being a blessing in the lives of others.
In Jesus’ Love,
Pastor Teike



Stepping Stones to Milestones
St. Peter’s Employment Support Ministry (ESM) Celebrates 300 New Jobs 

When the ESM launched in August of 2008, few had any inkling that shortly 
thereafter the U.S. economy would plunge into a decline second only to the 
Great Depression. God's timing is truly amazing!

While the initial focus was assisting those who had lost jobs, the mission 
rapidly expanded to support underemployed job seekers, employees seeking 
to make a change, and those searching for their first job. Today, these latter 
categories account for well more than half of all who ask for help.

Disciplines have included virtually every business segment from healthcare 
to human resources, aviation to transportation and logistics, marketing to 
management to manufacturing, and accounting / finance to education. 
The youngest person assisted was 16 and the eldest 75. Regardless of age, 
education, job function, or background, the ESM job search “flight plan”  
works for anyone.

Since ESM inception, on average, one new job has been obtained every 
two weeks, regardless of politics, world events, the economy, or unforeseen 
occurrences, proving once again God’s power to hear and answer prayers.

Please heartily thank our Lord and Savior for the many blessings He has 
bestowed on those job seekers and their families, and also ask His help in 
moving forward to the next milestone.

Should you have or know of any job 
openings, please share that information 
with us. 

When the ESM resumes meeting in 
person, job seekers simply need come to 
Room 2117 (the workroom) on the first, 
third, or fifth (when there is one) Sundays 
of each month at 9:15am.  
No appointments are necessary. 

If you can spend an hour once or twice 
a month between services on Sunday 
mornings, prayerfully consider becoming 
a Steering Committee member. 

To join the committee, learn more 
about the ESM, or seek job search 
assistance, contact Steve Fushelberger 
at (812) 379-4255  or (317) 407-5227,  
or email Fushelberger@aol.com. 

Current members are Matt White, Rita 
Wehmeier, Louis Vician, Debbie Arnholt, 
Adam Frankhauser, and Roger Hackman.

EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT MINISTRY
W O R K I N G  F O R  E V E R Y O N E

And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."  Luke 10:2

St. Peter’s has always valued the training of our children and youth in our 
school, our children’s ministry, and our youth ministry. We train these young 
disciples to serve their own church as well as our community.  We also 
invest in the Church at large by preparing them to serve in full-time church 
work professions.  It is always a joy to see when a daughter or son of the 
congregation becomes a teacher, pastor, musician, youth worker, or plays 
another role within the larger Church.

George “Geordie” Denholm is the most recent addition to the many other 
young adults who have trained to serve as a full-time church worker.  Geordie 
has completed his theological training through our synodical system and will 
begin his role as a Called pastor in July.

Born in Oak Park, IL, Geordie moved to Columbus when his father, George, 
was Called as Director of Youth Ministry at St. Peter’s in January of 1994.  
Geordie attended St. Peter’s grade school from Kindergarten through 
8th Grade.  After graduating Columbus North High School, he attended 
Concordia University-Chicago.

With an undergraduate degree that included Biblical languages, theology, 
history, and drama, it was a struggle to know which direction God wanted him 
to pursue as a career.  He spent a gap year searching God’s guidance and felt 
God calling him to become a pastor.  He enrolled at Concordia Seminary in  
St. Louis with much attention given to missions and urban ministry and 
attended an extra year for more specialized instruction.

Many churches have moved from urban areas out to the suburbs leaving 
a spiritual gap  for those who have never had a church home, or who have 
become disenfranchised with church.  Geordie’s heart is for these hurting urban 
dwellers and the Missouri District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is 
excited for what he will bring to Emmaus and the Fox Park neighborhood of  
St. Louis.  Geordie asks that St. Peter’s continues to support his ministry 
through their prayers as they have through his preparation over the years.

Geordie will be installed at Emmaus Lutheran Church in downtown St. Louis on the 
following weekend as a “mission planter” reestablishing a historic congregation that 
closed its doors several years ago.  This service will be on Sunday, July 18, at 5pm 
with a meal immediately afterward on the church lawn.  Anyone from St. Peter’s is 
welcome to attend this as well.

O R D I N AT I O N  S E R V I C E  F O R

GEORDIE DENHOLM 
St. Peter’s Sanctuary, Sat, July 10, 2pm  

Several uncles and cousins who are also pastors 
will participate in the ceremony that Pastor 

Teike will officiate. The whole congregation is 
invited to attend this service and the reception 

immediately following.

Geordie and Kara Denholm

YOUTH
KANSAS CITY

MISSION
TRIP

While in  Kansas City, Kansas 
and Missouri:
Youth helped complete a shipment 
of medical supplies heading to 
Honduras, helped at a facility 
that provides services for families 
facing homelessness, provided 
babysitting services  for  moms  
who grew up in a family  with 
a history  of drug abuse, and 
organized clothing and thrift items  
for a thrift store.

Check out VENTURE'S  hands 
and feet at work on Instagram at 

splcventure

JUNE 13-19



 HEROES       FAITHO F  T H E

There are many heroes of the faith at St. Peter's who quietly strive to show the love of 
Jesus to others. Service at church, and helping those in need nearby and in the mission 
fields are just some of the ways these heroes make a difference. While mythical heroes like 
Odysseus and Heracles face tests that prove their might of mind and muscle, the Bible 
reveals God is the true power behind the heroism of Ruth, Moses, Elisha, and Rahab— 

real people who believed in God and did important things for His Kingdom. 

Dick and Jackie Finke
By Damyon Hunter 
SERVICE

St. Peter's Board of Directors, making food, raising money for the church, and 
inviting new people back to church.

WORDS TO LIVE BY 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15)
 
Who in your life do you think lives a very good lifestyle for God? Well you will 
get to hear about 2 people who follow those things greatly. Dick and Jackie 
Finke were born in 1932 to two families of 9 and 4. Jackie lived in Shelby County 
when she was younger but moved to Columbus when she was in high school to 
meet her future husband Dick who had lived here all his life. Later in their lives 
they got married and have now been married for 63 wonderful years. When 
they were married Dick got Jackie into going to St. Peter's and they have now 
served at St. Peter's for about 63-88 years. 

When they started their work at St. Peter's they were on the Board of Elders,  
the Mary Martha Club, and also doing things for the congregation such as 
going to newcomers' houses after church and praying for them and inviting 
them back. They invested their whole lives into Christ and without Christ they 
would be lost. Some of their work at St. Peter's also consists of helping people 
find Christ and they do this because of the fact that it is so satisfying to know 
that you are basically saving someone's life. Now they get to spread the word 
of Christ to their wonderful great grandchildren. Dick and Jackie Finke are a 
perfect example of real followers of Jesus. God has really helped them through 
tough hardships like losing family members, and going through illnesses.

BRAVO! 
Sixth-grade students of Mrs. Sylva's 
class agreed to research, write 
questions and interview some of our 
senior heroes. They were able to 
apply what they had studied in class 
this year about heroes along with 
professional journalism procedures. 
The stories here are the result of a 
two-week process that was extra-
curricular. 

Reverend Gene and Vivian Ernst
By Ashton Schwartz with Michael Reed
SERVICE

Orphan Grain Train, Helping Hands
 Throughout their marriage and lives, Rev. and Mrs. Ernst have both loved and 
trusted God with all their hearts. They have both traveled, prayed, and helped 
many people. They both knew that God was calling them into their new jobs. 
As they grew up, Rev. Ernst became the manager for Orphan Grain Train.  
He also became a pastor, while Mrs. Ernst became a nurse. But, they did these 
jobs, not for money or personal gain, but to help out others and tell others 
about the love of God. 

“You have to show others Jesus, not tell them or help them HEAR it, but you have 
to help them to SEE the hands of Jesus.” –Rev. Ernst

Rev. Ernst has helped out many people in church and has taught or mentored 
them, just as God has told them. God has driven both of them to help others 
and teach others about Jesus’ love and has driven others to tell others about 
us. Rev. and Mrs. Ernst have gone on mission trips and have helped many 
people with their faith lives. They loved to help people with Jesus’ words and 
loves, even if it is very difficult. 

“God called us together.” –Mrs. Ernst

Both Rev. and Mrs. Ernst knew that God had called them together, and so they 
married each other. They have been working together every day since their 
marriage, and nothing can stop them with God’s help. These two helped build 
parade floats for festivals and taught people at the parades Jesus’ words and 
love. Truly, God is here with us all the time. 

Jim and Karen Sollenberger
By Abigail Warner
SERVICE

Educators at St. Peter's

Mrs. Sollenberger says that faith is something that you trust in and that you 
are for sure about. Mr. Sollenberger came to St. Peter's  when he was in his 40s 
due to him moving around a lot. Mrs Sollenberger on the other hand came to 
St. Peter's when she was 28. One strength that Mrs. Sollenberger has is that 
she is very outgoing which makes it easy for her to talk to anyone and that 
she has a heart for others. However, Mr. Sollenberger has to have a plan and 
that he’s not very much of a talker but tends to relate conversations to sports. 
Difficulties they both faced is problems with students and parents dying. A 
good memory that Mrs. Sollenberger has is one time she was sitting in the back 
of a church and there was a kid who was being loud and when his dad picked 
him up the kid kept kicking and screaming and saying “He’s gonna spank me!” 
a bunch of times. The pastor said that “sometimes we have to have a little law 
in Grace.” Mr. Sollenberger’s favorite memory of the church was that when 
he was in Nebraska the pastor was very serious and at Communion the wine 
was lined up on the communion rail and the kid went by picking up each one 
and drinking them. The serious pastor just found it hilarious.  Over all, the pair 
constantly learn from each other, their students, and their staff.

Some students held their interviews in teams 
that were made up of one lead author and an  
alternate. Students met with YES! Magazine 
editor David Williams to discuss the project  
then to refine stories.



Jean Donica
By Abbi Collins
SERVICE 
Creates the exterior flower decorations at St. Peter's.

Jean Donica is a very important person, especially to St. Peter’s. Jean has done 
some amazing things over the years for the community and many churches. 
She has had a different childhood than others, Jean has also had many jobs, 
and has a great relationship with God.

Jean was an only child for 10 years. Her father was in the World War II army 
and her mother worked a lot. Even though her parents loved her very dearly 
they simply were too busy so she spent most of her youth with her grandpar-
ents. Jean went to work with her grandpa and also helped around the house. 
During her youth, she spent a lot of time with adults and not much time with 
children her own age.

This lady accomplished a lot in her life. She was a bus driver and also delivered 
meat for extra money. But now she works at Remax, a realty company.  
At St. Peters, she did the flowers at night for 6 years. Jean did this at night 
because she did not want the credit, she just wanted God’s house to be beau-
tiful. Once everyone found out she was doing it she started doing it during the 
day and she still does it! One amazing thing she said is that “You can never 
outgive God.”

Jean Donica has had her faith for her whole life. When she was little and 
her parents were still with her, her father taught her to pray but he also was 
a Sunday School teacher and her mother was an organ player for church 
services. Her faith helps her help others and helps the world. She is kind and 
humble. Jean lets others use the Remax building for important things and 
meetings. You may see her around the church and at the Remax building.

HEROES       
FAITH

O F  T H E

Reverend Tom and Adrienne Going
By Levi Carothers

Tom and Adrienne Going first met in a small town named Fremont, Wisconsin. 
Adrienne had moved from Chicago, Illinois to the Wisconsin town around the 
age of twelve. Ending up in the same class, they knew each other. As a child, 
Adrienne enjoyed playing the violin. As their life fast forwards, they both get 
married. Tom took on to being a pastor. They decided that God was calling 
them to be a missionary, and they became missionaries. Hoping to go to 
Africa, God changed their future and the Goings were sent to Japan. Over-
coming the difficulty of the language barrier and much more was a trouble for 
the Goings, but God pushed them along successfully. 
 
The two both share their favorite Bible verses. Tom says how he likes Isaiah 
53:6 (“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all”) and how it tells him 
that everyone is sinful and reminds him of how God laid all of our sins on Jesus 
and had him die for us. Adrienne quotes her favorite scripture saying, “I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” The verse is from Galatians 2:20. 
 
The Goings shared how their time in Japan has prepared them for their future. 
They say that God had a plan for them to go to Japan and come back to 
Columbus in the 1980s still working with the Japanese. Tom and Adrienne have 
since then hosted bible study groups for the Japanese and have also worked 
in the church. Tom says that he thinks one of the most important duties in the 
church is encouraging others, welcoming people, and making them feel like 
they are welcome; cause they are! 
 
As the Goings live their everyday lives they have role models and heroes that 
they might think about. Tom spoke of a professor who showed a great person-
ality, God-loving heart, and a person who was strong in the faith. The proph-
etess Anna is admired by Adrienne as Anna loved God and hurried to see the 
baby Jesus. She spread the word immediately about Jesus proclaiming the truth 
about him (Luke 2:38). Tom and Adrienne Going are influential, God loving 
people who spend their lives worshiping and serving God throughout the 
world. Tom, a man who helps others, and Adrienne, a hospitable person, are 
both God's helpers whether in Japan or right here in Columbus, Indiana.

Don and Diane Meiers
By Reagan Moffitt with Chloe Xi

Don and Diane Meiers have been members of the St. Peter's church for many 
years. The couple has traveled to multiple different places to help those in 
need. Don grew up in a Lutheran environment and naturally adapted to  
St. Peters. His wife however, was introduced to St. Peter's after they got 
married. Since, they have traveled together to places like North Carolina, 
Mississippi, and more, to help with the aftermath of natural disasters and other 
devastating events. Their goal was to provide relief to the people who endured 
the suffering. Mr. Meiers has been especially involved in voluntary construction 
restoration projects. But he doesn’t do this for his own personal gain, but 
instead does it for the satisfaction and enjoyment of helping others that are 
in need. “I have been blessed with good health to continue helping others as 
long as I can,” says Don. “It isn’t always easy,” says Mrs. Meiers. “We’re retired 

farmers. There were some good years with the crops, and some bad years.” 

Mr. Meiers has taken teams of the youth program at St. Peters and helped 
teach them the process of construction as they built and assembled structures 
for people. The Meiers were actually also involved in the building of the  
St. Peter's church itself. As they’ve worked, they trust that God will guide them 
in their journey to help others. Even as they age, the Meiers have continued to 
serve and bless others.

Don and Diane Meiers, cont'd.

Students volunteered for the journalism 
project, offered by YES! Magazine, out of 
personal interest. Interviews took place in 
the clocktower café over three days. 



ST. PETER’S
A LUM N I

The SGO, an acronym 
for Scholarship Granting 
Organization, is a privately funded 
scholarship program that helps 
families who cannot afford the cost 
of full tuition to send their children 
to private schools in the state of 
Indiana.  For the past seven years, 
St. Peter’s has been participating in 
this program and has received many 
generous contributions that have 
made it possible for families to send 
their children to our school.  In fact, 
over 200 students received an SGO 
scholarship to attend St. Peter’s this 
school year, totaling over $385,000!  
What a blessing! 

In addition to the blessing received by 
our families who are awarded SGO 
scholarships, there is a huge blessing 
to those who contribute to this 
fund.  Contributing to the SGO allows 
individuals and businesses in Indiana 
to reduce or eliminate their state 
taxes.  Donors receive a 50% State 
Tax CREDIT up to their total state tax 
liability.  What a blessing!  Additionally, 
donors who can itemize their federal 
deductions also can claim SGO 
donations as charitable contributions.  

For More Information about the SGO
Contact Scott Schumacher:  
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org 
812-372-1571 x2140.  

Information is also available at:  
www.LutheranSGO.org   
Click on the DONATE tab.

 We are getting 

The TWL 2.0 campaign ends in December of 2021, and with seven months 
remaining to close out the campaign, the financials continue to look great!

 Total Pledges:  $6,344,294
 Pledges Received: $5,883,712
 Pledges Outstanding:      $460,582
 
Thank you to all who have pledged and contributed money to the campaign!
Let’s continue to bathe this campaign in prayer!  Let’s continue to fulfill our 
pledges!  Let’s cross the finish line debt-free in December! 
 
 The Den…a Multi-purpose Blessing
The Den continues to provide services to multiple organizations:
Senior Prom in honor of Carole Goshorn was held for older folks in our church 
and community.  Over 100 people attended this dance that included a live 
band, food, beverages, photo booth, and amazing decorations.  All who 
attended this event had a fabulous time!  

Vicar Ezra Grabau hosted CUBHOUSE for our neighborhood kids to simply 
hang-out in The Den.  Games, activities, food, and spiritual and emotional 
support were all a part of these fun events. 

Greg Finke held a seminar on Joining Jesus on a Saturday morning in the upper 
level of The Den.  Additional large-group meetings sponsored by our Church 
Council have also been held in the upper level of The Den. The space, sound, 
and video set-up in the upper level is ideal for interactive presentations. 

Summer basketball and volleyball practices for our school children are regularly 
held throughout the week.

Adult basketball open gym is a part of the weekly schedule. 

Workout opportunities continue to be provided on a regular basis.
 
TWL 2.0 Display
Please make sure to check out the TWL 2.0 display by the church entrance and 
the Main Lobby.  Monthly financial reports are also available by these displays.  
Let’s cheer each other on as we hit our campaign goal!

Our "Yard Dawgz" volunteers do a great job keeping our property looking 
great throughout the spring, summer, and fall.  These volunteers mow grass, 
edge sidewalks, plant flowers, pick up sticks, and rake leaves.  

Last year, AC Reeves, Randy Bergstedt, and Larry Thomas did a great job 
watering the trees and shrubs around The Den, keeping the vegetation alive 
during the summer months.  Gerald and Jane Wiley watered the lawn around 
The Den last summer, as well, allowing the grass to be well-established. 
This year's lawn mowing crew includes Doug Cline, Molly Humes, Steve Krebs, 
Heather Krebs, Sarah Krebs, Carl Kissel, Courtney Smith, Dwight Smith, and 
Jane Wiley.  

Numerous other members of our congregation volunteer for the fall clean-up 
days.  Several other Yard Dawgz serve anonymously.  Beautiful things just 
appear to simply "happen" to our property that are the result of the work of 
anonymous members.  

"St. Peter's has done so much for me, and I simply wanted to do 
something to give back."    —Courtney Smith

"If this is one thing that I can do to make a difference, that's great."    
—Doug Cline 

HOW YOU GIVE MATTERS

To include The Foundation in your estate plans, 
please contact Scott Schumacher, Director of Development. 
sschumacher@stpeters-columubus.org
812-372-1571 x2140

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Foundat ion

CLOSER!

St. Peter’s Lutheran School Columbus - Alumni

Contact us to find out how 
you make us great.

A L U M N I  C O M M I T T E E

Scott Schumacher Director of Development 
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org    

Matt Carothers Class of 1983
Pia O’Connor Class of 1980     
Brooke Case Class of 1975
Julie Patberg Class of 1978
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"Bikes are the only  
release I have, where  
I can forget everything  
I'm thinking about."

May 14—June 18, Fridays, 3:30-5:30pm, Vicar 
Ezra Grabau invited kids from the Lincoln-Central 
neighborhood to have fun in The Den. Kickball 
(below) was just one game that brought young 
friends back each week. There were also games of 
basketball, crafts, and snacks. 

Like many of my friends in 1970, I learned how to pedal my first Schwinn 
bicycle on the friendly sidewalks of the suburban utopia of Columbus, Indiana. 
We'd steal clothespins to clip playing cards to our bike frames so the spokes 
would “rev up” as we pedaled as fast as we could. Then we’d cool down with 
Fla-vor-ice freeze pops…

This memory bubbled up after talking with a friend I’ve gotten to know at  
St. Peter’s, Robert Zambrano. 

Columbus and St. Peter’s are a new way of life for Robert. He grew up in 
Baldwin Park, California in the 90s. When he was a kid his mom bought him 
his first motorcycle. He was a natural. His love for riding transitioned into 
repairing bikes and then building them. He’s put together choppers with Harley 
Dyna frames and “shovelhead” engines. More recently I had a close-up look 
at his Suzuki GSX-R1000 street bike, black with aluminum gold parts. He talks 
about the speed the bike can go and I feel myself edge back an inch or two. 

“So do you ever have a twinge of fear when you ride fast, like you could crash?”  

“No,” he replies, “I’ve never been afraid.” He states it like a fact.  

I think to myself 'If I could only have that kind of confidence when I need it…'  
I struggle with self-doubt a lot.

With the intense skill he uses to tweak his bikes to reach greater speeds, Robert, 
now, has been carefully rebuilding his life after a time of personal loss and 
trouble. Robert is a graduate from the Intensive Outreach Program (IOP) 
through St. Peter’s Life Works. He succeeded in record time and in high regard. 

As I interview him to write this, I see how he not only talks with intensity, he 
listens intently. The conversation unravels even more of our lives and though 
we are obviously different in many ways, we are also akin. We are both proud 
dad’s, drawn to intensity, who like tearing complex things apart and putting 
them back together. On the other hand, while he has raised three generations 
of Staffordshire Terriers, I am a cat person. 

We continue to talk through the high points and low points of our lives and I 
realize even more that there is commonality—a brotherhood—between people 
who take the time to sit down together and share their lives. There’s a strong 
thread that ties us together.

I’ve enjoyed getting to know Robert for the past year and a half while he's been 
working on the custodial team here. His friendship is one where, when I see him 
in the hallway and say hi, I walk a little taller. He is a dedicated team member. 
He’s got a big heart for his family, his bikes, and for dogs. He’s got a story that 
adds richness to the family of St. Peter’s. 

TALKING 
BIKES

 With Robert Zambrano
 By David Williams

HOPE 
LIVES 
HERE


