
F

719 Fifth Street, 
Columbus, IN 47201   

SEPTEMBER 2020 

Ionizer units installed  
(2/classroom): 70

Gallons of hand sanitizer to fill 
bottles in classrooms: 10 

Bottles of Avistat-D spray for 
classrooms (1/room): 40 

Face Shields purchased for 
teachers and resource aids to use 
in small group settings: 50

Disposable masks purchased:
K—grade 5: 2000
Grades 6-8 & lobby: 2000
backup masks: 2000

Boxes of pop-up paper towels,  
1/classroom for teachers to use 
with Avistat-D to surface clean 
throughout the day: 40

Touchless Digital Thermometers 
available for Covid temp checking:

School: 12 
Children's Ministry: 5 
Youth Ministry: 4 
Life Fitness: 1 
The Den: 2

Have a YES! ministry success story?
Submit your idea to:
David Williams
dwilliams@stpeters-columbus.org
812-372-1571

RETURNING…TO WORSHIP, TO SCHOOL, TO WORK 

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT 
most of us are doing the 
best we can when it comes 
to “returning.” A little more 
than half of us who gather 
for worship are “returning.” 
Everyone has been cooperative 
when it comes to sitting in 
the designated “blue tape” 
areas. And everyone has been 
very understanding in light 
of our “not-so-normal” way of 
doing communion, gathering, 
offerings, etc.

The majority of the students 
at our school have returned, 
though our enrollment is 
58 less than last year—due 
primarily to concerns over 
COVID. All who enter the 
building are required to 
wear masks and have their 
temperature taken. There 
are clear protocols for any 
who have a temperature of 
over 100.4°F, for any who 
come into direct contact with 
those tested positive for the 
coronavirus or for those who 
themselves may test positive.

Life at St. Peter’s is definitely 
not back to “normal.” Almost 
all hospital visits and ministry 
to the homebound is done 
over the phone, as is some 
counseling. Those groups who 
are meeting in person do so 
with masks and distancing. 
But through it all, the people 
of St. Peter’s are continuing 
to show kindness and mutual 
respect for one another in the 
midst of very unusual times.

I hope you’ll join us for 
worship, in person, on our 
homepage, or using Facebook 
or YouTube. Be sure to check 
out the various Bible Classes 
using different forms of media. 
And, if you have a need with 
which the church might assist, 
call us at 812-372-1571 and 
we’ll do all we can to walk 
alongside you.

With social distancing 
and following CDC health 
precautions, the sanctuary 
presently accommodates 
up to 250 worshipers. 



“THE MESSAGE IS SIMPLE.  
GOD LOVES YOU."  

"He takes care of you.   
He wants you to love him 
back.  It doesn’t have to be 
complicated.”  

That’s what God has taught 
long-time Sunday School 
teacher Bob Schwartzkopf over 
the past 15 years of teaching 
children each week.  

Bob and his wife Sarah first 
began serving in Children’s 
Ministry when their daughter 
Hallie was just three years 
old.  Sarah recalls wanting to 
get involved somewhere in the 
church and it made sense to 
serve in Children’s Ministry 
because Hallie could come 
with them.  

Being involved in the church 
was something that was 
instilled in both Bob and Sarah 
from their parents.  Hallie, now 
a high school graduate, recalls 
her favorite memories of being 
a small child in the same 
classrooms that she more 
recently has served in with 
her parents.  She stated that 
she remembers those years 
more than any of the other 
years.  One of those memories 
is singing the song “Making 
Melodies in my heart…to the 
King of Kings.”  

A special memory about Bob is 

ABOVE
JIM & PAULA SACHLEBEN
Owners of Dairy Queen—National Road
Served in CM:  25 years
BOB & SARAH 
SCHWARTZKOPF 
HALLIE SCHWARTZKOPF
Architect, Interior Designer,  
CN High School Graduate
Served in CM: 15 years

that he has been the voice of 
Bubba the red puppet.  When 
he sees kids in the grocery 
store, their eyes light up as 
they point and say, “Mom, 
there’s Bubba!”  Bubba was 
even brought into some of 
the Zoom classes that took 
place on Sunday mornings 
this past May.  The kids LOVED 
seeing Bubba come onto their 
computer screen at home 
when they weren’t able to be 
at church during the COVID 
shut down.  One thing that Bob 
encourages whoever continues 
to do the part of Bubba during 
Sunday School, “Don’t follow 
the script!”  

Jim and Paula Sachleben 
moved back to Columbus in 
1995 with their sons JR and 
Patrick.  They were involved 
in Children’s Ministry when 
the director was a volunteer 
position and classes met in 
the 1940s classrooms. 

One of Jim’s favorite memories 
is the building of the 2003 
Together We Grow wing and 
we had a dedicated Children’s 
Ministry space.  He said, “It 
has been so much fun to 
watch the children who we 
have had in our Sunday School 
class over the years grow up 
and have children of their own.  
We are now getting to know 
their children.  God has been a 
thread throughout history.  We 
are like a stepping stone along 

the way.  No matter what’s 
going on in our culture or what 
shape we are in, God is there 
and he is doing stuff.  It’s really 
neat to watch and to be a part 
of that.”  

LEAVNG 
A LEGACY
of 

FUN!

“We have also 
been so blessed 
over the years 
to have such 
amazing guitar 
leaders… 

…Doug Sabotin  
and now,  
Phil Jensen."   
 

Children's 
Ministry

Bible Classes & More 
are starting!

WATTS UP?

Come 
and shine 
YOUR 
light!

 OCT 14
   Wednesday Nite 

  Connections
OCT 18

 Bible 
Classes



Michelle Ferguson is now 
responsible for the Early 
Childhood (birth through 
Kindergarten) as well as 
assisting with the Child 
Protection Program. She works 
alongside Shelli Carothers who 
leads children in grades 1-6.

Michelle has attended  
St. Peter’s with her family 
for five years after moving 
to Columbus from Wheaton, 
IL, in 2015. Her husband, 
Paul, works and coaches 
at Columbus North. They 
have five boys and a girl—the 
oldest two attend Columbus 
North and St. Peter’s and 
their youngest four are home 
schooled.

“I grew up in a Christian home 
where my parents modeled 
a love for Jesus, prayer and 
the Bible. When I was nine 
years old, I dedicated my life 
to Christ and was actively 
involved in our church in 
Wheaton. My faith grew 
through great mentors, VBS, 
Awana, & youth group. My 
relationship with God has 
continued to grow through the 
years and I love to spend time 
with Him and be in His Word.”

Along with swimming in their 
pool, dance parties and family 
dinners, Michelle enjoys 
running and reading books in 
her free time.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
ADAPTS

Who would have thought that 
March 1, 2020, the day after 
the Daughter of the King 
dance, would have been the 
last Children’s Sunday School 
Bible class of the 2019-20 
school year and that on March 
14, the church and school 
would close due to health 
precautions due to COVID-19. 
For me, the question soon 
became, “How can we stay 
connected to children and 
their families?”  We asked our 
preschool and elementary 

Sunday School teachers if 
they would be willing to host 
a Zoom meeting with their 
kiddos and many of them said 
“Yes!” 

Mark Kelly with Terry & Donel 
Hovis led the 3-year-olds. 
Introducing Zoom as a platform 
for Sunday school was made 
easy because kids and their 
parents were tech savvy—and 
parents loved experiencing 
Sunday School with their 
child. “We asked kids to draw 
a picture to share, had video 
versions of the stories and 
music videos to sing to, and 
we really enjoyed doing the fun 
science experiments that went 
with the lessons and listening 
to them answer questions.” 

Leigh Denny and Liz Collins 
led the fifth-grade girls. 
“It was fun to see them 
respond to each other.  
We asked the girls to share 
in the reading of God’s Word 
so that got them to open up 
their Bibles and hear it read by 
their peers. We enjoyed seeing 
the girls smiling and seeing 
them in their own spaces. It’s 
important to stay connected 
to each other and the body of 
Christ during this time.”

Sunday, August 9, we started 
“Little Church,” which takes 
place during the 10:45am 
worship service, and is a place 
where kids ages birth through 
Kindergarten are shown 
the love of Jesus. It is being 
held on site in the Children’s 
Ministry wing. We also offer 
a weekly, pre-recorded 
lesson hosted by a St. Peter’s 
Children’s Ministry Leader.  
The episodes can be found 
on the St. Peter’s YouTube 
Channel. 

ABOVE

Michelle Ferguson & Family:
Michelle and Paul, Ty, Ben, 
Caleb, Samuel, James, and 
Annie.

To be added to the 
Children's Ministry email 
list, or if you are interested 
in serving our children 
and their families, please 
contact the Children’s 
Ministry Staff. 

Children's Ministry Leaders
Shelli Carothers    
Coordinator, grades 1-6
scarothers@stpeters-columbus.org
812-372-1571 x2322

Michelle Ferguson   
Coordinator, ages birth-K
mferguson@stpeters-columbus.org
812-372-1571 x2322

Shelli & Michelle

A NEW MEMBER OF THE    
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY FAMILY



CHURCH COUNCIL
Heather Bush

Brooke Case

Mike Clancy, Jr.

Annette Donica-Blythe

Ike Dougherty  
newly-elected Vice Chair
isaac.dougherty@cummins.com

Amy Elsbury

Cindy Forman  
Chair
cindy.forman@sbcglobal.net

Josh Lienhoop

Bob Schwartzkopf

Celebration of service:  
Erich Miller and Jason Tracy

 
ELDERS BOARD
Todd Burbrink

Tom Dunker

Bob Middendorf

Rob Motosicky

Larry Nordman

Rick Powell

Jim Sachleben 

Chair
jpsachleben@yahoo.com

Pete Storm

Roger Watters

FOUNDATION BOARD
Jeff Finke

David Force
Chair
dforce@forceco.com

Elizabeth Kestler 

Jody Littrell

Steve  Meredith 

Pia O’Connor

John Rajanayakam

 

OPERATIONS BOARD
David Bush

Dave Dietrich

Brett Ferry

John Havenaar

Ryan Mackos

Jeff Nordman

newly-elected Chair
jeff_nordman@hotmail.com

Jacob Phillips

Sarah Schwartzkopf

Suzie Singer

Celebration of service:
Adam Cline, Valerie Lane,  
and David Luken

 

SCHOOL MINISTRY BOARD
Kevin Aker

Adam Frankhauser

Alyssa Lovell

Jim Lyons
Vice Chair
jimlyons10@comcast.net

Teri Schwartz

Thecla Patterson

Chair
mrspattersonprek@gmail.com

Jon Rohde

Carla Ruch

Kim Package

Celebration of service:
Scott Andrews 

Updated SPL Boards RosterVenture Mission
C e d a r  Ra p i d s ,  I A

Over Labor Day Weekend 19 students and adults from 
Venture (HS Ministry) partnered with King of Kings 
Lutheran in Cedar Rapids, IA to help with recovery/
clean-up efforts from the derecho windstorm.  The 
storm had winds up to 114 miles an hour and was 
40 miles wide and 700 miles long.  Cedar Rapids is 
estimating that they lost 65% of their trees.   Over our 
long weekend, we served at 5 different homes and 
at Trinity Lutheran School.  We came back with cuts, 
bruises, sweaty clothes, and sore muscles, but most 
importantly, hearts full from serving others.  At each 
home we were blessed to have the opportunity to hear 
the homeowners story of what the storm was like, how 
they have processed the monumental clean-up effort, 
how they have been able to see God at work, and pray 
with them. Thank you for supporting youth ministry as 
we seek to reflect the heart of God everywhere we go.



“Being a Stephen minister 
brings you to a vast array of 
opportunities and experiences 
that include your caregiving 
relationships, but goes beyond 
that.”

“Every day brings something to 
which you can be a helper and 
a servant at the same time.  
As you continue to absorb and 
embrace the messages of the 
holy spirit and the warmth of 
the unconditional love of our 
Lord and Savior with the power 
and wisdom of God you grow 
in ways not considered or 
imagined.”

Employed for 41 years by 
Cummins Engine/Cummins Inc. 

Involved in Desert Shield/
Desert Storm between August of 
1990 and February 1991 with 
Cummins’ Military Business unit 
which provided diesel engines for 
Bradley fighting vehicles.  

Has piloted both rotary wing and 
fixed wing planes.

Finished a baccalaureate, 
masters, and PhD degrees.

He is an Eagle Scout.

His father was a decorated WWII 
career Army Infantry officer.

Stephen Ministry:  A Walk Alongside Others

Life|Works:  Advocate for Abundant Living

Steve Hewitt
Stephen Ministry Volunteer

“A Stephen Minister’s purpose 
is whatever is needed to be 
with someone in need. The 
need can be anything.  The 
passing of a loved one, the 
loss of a life partner through 
divorce, the emotional 
impact of a traumatic event, 
being a single parent in a 
dysfunctional family…the list 
goes on.  A Stephen Minister is 
God’s conduit for this person 
in need.  God will do the 
fixing.”

“I look forward to the day when 
my master says, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant!’”

SOME BACKGROUND ON 
LIFE|WORKS

The Life|Works department 
was created about five years 
ago when it seemed beneficial 
for the St. Peter's Care Ministry 
to become two departments: 
Life|Care and Life|Works.   
The name “Life|Works” 
captures the truths that Jesus 
came that we might have 
life and have it abundantly 
(John 101:10) and that God is 
working in each of us to enable 
us to become more and more 
who we were designed to be.  

“I love my job and am grateful 
for the people of St. Peter's 
who support the ministries in 
which I get to serve.”

    

LIFE|WORKS MINISTRIES:  
St. Peter's Benevolence
Utilizes Alms Fund and Love 
Does to meet immediate 
needs of God's people  

Life Design
Lay Counseling, Professional 
Counseling, Intensive 
Outpatient Treatment and 
Support Groups  

Parachute Advocates 
Trained to walk alongside 
those experiencing 
challenging circumstances.

Community Events 
Auto Maintenance Day
Angels of Love 
Christmas Dinner

Jan Kiel 
Director of Life|Works

Oversees Life|Works and also 
provides professional counseling 
and supervision in Life Design 
ministries.

Graduated from Concordia College 
in River Forest IL as a teacher—
taught 6th grade at Lutheran 
Central School, Brownstown.

Served as Youth Director at Faith 
Lutheran Church for 2.5 years.

Earned a master's degree in 
Marriage & Family Therapy at 
Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis.

Grew up on a farm near Jonesville, 
went to White Creek Lutheran 
School. As a child she was a hoop 
shooter, lover of the outdoors, 
bike rider, mini-biker, go-karter, 
explorer, and fort builder.



Eyes on        
Worship
The worship team would like to 
thank all 341 respondents to 
the recent worship survey.

Overall, the survey results 
were very positive and 
provided much to build upon 
and continue to improve the 
worship experience at  
St. Peter’s. 

For instance, not only are 
preaching and teaching 
highly valued, but integrative 
series such as the Red Letter 
Challenge are appreciated. 

In order to help facilitate song 
selection that best reflects 
the culture of the New Song 
service, a committee of Greg 
Forbes, Ruth and Phil Jensen, 
Christine Gibiser, and Evan 
Elsbury has been formed 
to work alongside Thomas 
Winterstein. The worship 
team also plans to be active 
in an overall discipleship 
initiative that seeks to create 
a comprehensive plan to 
foster actively engaged Jesus 
followers. 

If you have any questions or 
concerns related to worship, 
you may contact the worship 
team:

Lindsey Fugill
lfugill@stpeters-columbus.org

Thomas Winterstein
twinterstein@stpeters-columbus.org

Dean O'Neal
doneal@stpeters-columbus.org

Dr. Chad Foster
cfoster@stpeters-columbus.org

Where 1 = not connected and 4 = very connected



St. Peter’s 
Missions 
2019-2020
Alliance for Substance Abuse 
Progress

Angels of Love

Best Practices

BLOC, Cincinnati

Bloomington–Chinese

Calvary Community Church

Caspari

Center for United States 
Missions

Chain Breakers

Church Worker Scholarship

Clarity

Dwelling 1:14

ELIC

Face to Face

Fair Haven Foundation

Friends of the Homeless

Gideons International

Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
New York

Indiana District LCMS

Indy Church Plant 
(Cornerstone)

Japanese Ministry

Just Friends Adult Day 
Services

Lakeview Ministries

LCFS “SEED” Program

Lead A Child

Lincoln Central Family 
Neighborhood Center

Love Chapel

Love Justice International

Love the Hungry

LUMIN

Lutheran Church Charities

Mission Central

Mission India

Orphan Grain Train

P.O.B.L.O.

Pastoral Leadership Institute

Salem Lutheran/Baltic 
Mission

SPLC Assistance Fund

SPLC Auto Maintenance 
Ministry

SPLC Mental Health 
Advocate

SPLS Guatemala Mission Trip

Together in Mission  
(Pastor Going)

Trinity Lutheran High School

Turning Point

Vicar Program  
(Vicar Ezra Grabau)

World Outreach Ministries

Youth for Christ

$
Total

Mission 
Dollars 

Dispersed 
in the 

2019-20 
Fiscal Year

 $465,562

EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT 
MINISTRY AT ST. PETER'S
Despite Covid-19, eight more 
people have landed new 
positions since the virus began 
earlier this year. The most 
recent person to obtain a new 
job is now the 291st individual 
whom the ESM has assisted 
with a successful search.

Since this ministry’s inception 
in August of 2003, the 
landing rate on average has 
consistently remained at one 
new position obtained every 
two weeks, regardless of the 
economy’s health, job market, 
world events, or unusual 
situations such as the current 
pandemic.

The disciplines of those who 
have been helped include 
virtually every business 
segment, such as healthcare, 
technology, education, sales, 
IT, engineering, marketing, 
manufacturing, administration, 
sales, transportation, and the 
non-profit sector, to name just 
a few. The youngest person 
assisted was 16 and the 
eldest 73. 

Regardless of age, discipline, 
education, or background 
issues, the ESM job search 
“flight plan” works for anyone, 
just utilizing different content 
and information relevant to 
the individual, their education, 
background, and experience.

Considering that pandemic-
driven joblessness and 
unemployment has now 
affected approximately 
30,000,000 people in the 
United States, please give 
additional thanks to our 
gracious God for the blessings 
He continues to bestow on 
the ESM and job seekers who 
have been successful!

We are not meeting as a 
group while the pandemic 
is occurring but do get with 
people individually, either 
at church or via email and 
telephone.
Direct any inquiries to me 
using the email address and 
telephone numbers below.
Steve Fushelberger
+1 (812) 379-4255 direct
+1 (317) 407-5227 mobile
Fushelberger@gmail.com



Honoring God 
by fostering and 
managing bequests 
and donations 
 for the long-term 
benefit of  
St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church and School.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
812-372-1571 
 foundation@stpeters-columbus.org

YOUR LEGACY
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Foundation was incorporated in 
1964 to encourage gifts and bequests to St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church and School.  You can create your own Legacy of Faith 
to St. Peter’s by choosing to invest in the future of our church 
so that others may know Christ as their Savior.  

YOUR GIFT
Donors to the Foundation may designate their gifts and be-
quests for specific programs or interests, although undesignat-
ed funds provide the greatest flexibility to support the ministry 
of our Church.  
The Foundation also offers investment options.  
The professionally-managed equity investment option em-
phasizes long-term growth and income generation.  
The fixed income option utilizes high-quality government  
and corporate bonds.

GIFTS TO ST. PETER’S FOUNDATION
are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

• Contributed money to the church General Fund

• Purchased four homes across the street from  
The Den, allowing for future parking lot expansion

• Purchased the building connected to Arts Cleaners, 
allowing for the expansion of the Life|Works ministry

•	Purchased	flowers	on	a	weekly	basis	for	the	altar	area

• Contributed money to the school to be used for  
staff	celebrations

• Provided gifts for children baptized in our church

•	Provided	financial	support	for	people	studying	to	
become full-time church workers

 
FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTIONS  
TO ST. PETER'S



Healers with 
Wounds of 
Their Own
Studies show that one-in-
four persons struggle with 
mental illness. In over two 
decades of ministry, I have 
found the number of those 
impacted to be fully 100%. 
You may not have issues 
requiring treatment, but you 
know someone who does. 
And if you don’t, you should. 
As Christians, we are called 
to care not just for those with 
lost souls, but those who have 
troubled minds—whether they 
be in jails or prisons, on the 
streets, or maybe in your own 
home, hiding their hurts from 
you and others for fear of 
rejection.

My work at St. Peter’s since 
January of last year confirms 
this 100%. Some time ago, 
I sat down with one who at 
first was very defensive. They 
knew my role as a Faith & 
Mental Health Advocate and 
were sizing me up to see just 
what direction I would take. 

I told them one of the things 
I do is to help leaders better 
respond to ministry situations 
where mental illness is 
involved. I then asked what 
experience they had personally 
or professionally with mental 
illness.

Suddenly, their guard came 
down. They told me of a cousin 
with schizophrenia. A friend 
who had attempted suicide. An 
uncle who had spent months 
in a psych hospital. 

As they poured out what had 
been hidden behind a veil of 
secrecy for so long, I could 
see their body relax. It was 
wonderful. I have witnessed 
this time and again at St. 
Peter’s and beyond. When we 
open our festering wounds we 
find healing that transforms us 
into wounded healers. 

If you or someone you know, 
is battling mental illness, 
whether it be past or present,  
I encourage you to contact me.

Tony Roberts
Faith and Mental Health Advocate 
troberts@stpeters-columbus.org
812-350-4991

Tony's most recent book is 
When Despair Meets Delight: Stories 
to cultivate hope for those battling 
mental illness, a memoir and a model 
for doing mental health ministry. 

By sharing his own story, Tony Roberts 
offers the hope he has found in Christ 
as one battling a mental illness. 

The book is available through Amazon 
books and copies are with Molly at the  
St. Peter's main lobby desk.



St. Peter’s Financials for two months ending August 31, 2020 

SNAPSHOT:

YTD Total Income: $991,853        Budget: $982,432
We are ahead of budget by $9,421
 
YTD Total Expenses: $1,069,558  Budget: $1,164,613 
We are under spent by $95,055

YTD Net Income: $(77,705)          Budget: $(182,181)   
We are ahead of budget by $104,476

For more information, contact: Mike Hinckfoot, Executive Director of Ministries:  
MHinckfoot@stpeters-columbus.org. 

You may also contact a member of the Operations Board:
David Bush: davebush@kennyglass.com

Dave Dietrich: davidd@lohmeyerplumbing.com
Brett Ferry: brett.ferry@woodenlawyers.com

John Havenaar: john.havenaar@cummins.com
Ryan Mackos: ryan.mackos@strand.com

Chair -Jeff Nordman: jeff_nordman@hotmail.com
Jacob Phillips: Jacob.phillips110@gmail.com

Sarah Schwartzkopf: smschwartzkopf@rowlanddesign.com
Suzie Singer: bsckrsinger@sbcglobal.net

(See detail for this column 
below)   

INCOME  YTD 
ACTUALS 

YTD 
BUDGET VARIANCE ANNUAL 

BUDGET COMMENTS

Offerings (1) $642,785 $661,600 -$18,815 $4,000,466 Offerings are down the third month in a row.
3rd Sunday (1.5) $0 $0 $0 $18,200 We did not have a 3rd Sunday offering in August. 

School Tuition (2) $183,070 $166,236 $16,834 $1,620,412

We are ahead by $4,878 in tuition payments and $11,956 in payments from 
other Lutheran churches. State voucher funds and Lutheran Scholarship 
Granting Organization (SGO) gifts will not arrive until later this fall.  As we plan 
for the year, enrollment is down by 61 students compared to the start of last 
year. 

Other (3) $165,998 $154,596 $11,402 $1,376,082

Grants to the school and Life|Works have exceeded our goal for the year. 
Life|Works revenue is slightly ahead of plan. State cafeteria funding is ahead of 
plan yet with fewer students, lunch revenue is down. (At the end of Sept. SPLS 
will receive a federal grant to help cover student lunches.) 

TOTAL INCOME $991,853 $982,432 $9,421 $7,015,160
Please note, the annual budget (income and expenses) is $111,736 LESS than 
the amount provided at the June 2020 Voters' meeting. This reduction is due to 
the impact of COVID-19 on our ministry.

 
EXPENSE YTD 

ACTUALS 
YTD 

BUDGET VARIANCE ANNUAL 
BUDGET

Missions (4) $63,733 $69,211 -$5,478 $442,249
Mission expenditures are a direct percentage (10.6%) of offerings.  
The variance is due to offerings being lower than budgeted for the first month 
of the fiscal year. 

Ministry Specific (5) $140,632 $173,680 -$33,048 $785,152 School ministry expenses are down by $39,000.  The other ministries are slightly 
over budget, totaling $5,952.

Operations (6) $181,064 $189,842 -$8,778 $1,262,063 The majority of savings is due to computer expenses being down by $10,000. 

Staffing (7) $684,129 $731,880 -$47,751 $4,525,696 Variance of $16,000 is due to timing of benefit payments and $20,000 due to 
the timing of August payroll.  The cafeteria has saved $4,000 in staffing. 

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,069,558 $1,164,613 -$95,055 $7,015,160

NET INCOME -$77,705 -$182,181 $104,476 $0 We are ahead of budget...this is great to see. 

THE DEN

Expenses (8) $16,484 $15,533 -$951 $127,385 Most of the expense are for supplies to open The Den.

Income (9) $1,500 $0 -$1,500 $7,000 We received a special gift forwards sporting equipment and rental income. 

TWL Subsidy (10) $14,984 $15,553 -$569 $120,385 Monthly we transfer TWL 2.0 funds to subsidies the expenses for a net zero 
impact on our budget. 

NET INCOME $0 $0 $0 $0
 

 (1) Offerings Weekend offerings (cash and envelopes) and electronic giving. 

(1.5) 3rd Sunday 
Offerings

Monthly we focus on one organization to support with our loose change offerings.  100% of the 3rd Sunday loose plate offerings go 
directly to a specific mission. 

 (2) School Tuition Four elements: Tuition payments, state voucher, income from other churches, and SGO (scholarship granting organizations).  For 
more information related to school income or donating to the SGO, please contact our Development Director, Scott Schumacher.



Please contact if you have any questions regarding this financial report:
Mike Hinckfoot
Executive Director of Ministries 
MHinckfoot@stpeters-columbus.org

Learn whats new at St. Peter's Lutheran School.
Connect with alumni.
Participate in alumni functions.
Partner with St. Peter’s to continue providing a 
great education for children now and in the future.

Alumni Association
  OPPORTUNITIES!

Follow the ALUMNI ASSOCIATION on Facebook at
St. Peter’s Lutheran School Columbus – Alumni 

 (3) Other Income Alms, PTL, athletics, grants, Foundation gift, designated-undesignated gifts, Gov't cafeteria reimbursement, lunch  payments, field 
trips, and other ministry revenue (ie. Youth events, Fair, IOP, Life|Fitness, etc.)

 (4) Missions 10.6 % of weekly offerings & 100% of Third Sunday Offerings are used for local, domestic, and global missions. Includes salaries & 
benefits for vicar & deaconess.

 (5) Ministry 
Specific

Ministry expenses for Life|Equip, Life|Care, Life|Works, Children's Ministry, Youth Ministry, School Ministry, and 
Life|Community/Worship

 (6) Operations General supplies, postage, interview and moving, communications, building supplies, building repairs, planned capital 
improvements using Matrix (ie. HVAC, Roofs), technology, utilities, 3-months for sports complex, and in-out expenses. 

 (7) Staffing Salaries, contract labor, substitute teachers, benefits, continuing education, mileage, moving expense, staff anniversaries, and staff 
development

 (8)  Den Expenses Staffing, utilities, cleaning supplies, sports equipment, insurance, savings for future capital improvements, and scheduled floor 
maintenance. 

 (9) Den Income Rental revenue and designated funds for sports equipment 

 (10) TWL Subsidy
Together We Live 2.0 donations will cover The Den's operational expenses, broken down over four years: 100% covered this fiscal 
year,  75% in year 2 (fiscal year 2021-22), 50% in year 3 (2022-23), 25% in year 4 (2023-24)



Weekly Worship Services: 7pm Thursday | 6pm Saturday | 8am & 10:45am Sunday
www.stpeterscolumbus.org   Church: 812-372-1571    School: 812-372-5266
Facebook & Instagram: St. Peters Columbus-LCMS

THE DEN
BUILDING DEDICATION
After months of delays due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, The 
Den was finally dedicated after 
each worship service during 
the weekend of July 12! Over 
300 people attended the 
four dedication events.  While 
the building is fantastic, and 
much needed, our Director 
of Development, Scott 
Schumacher, emphasized 
that the true blessing of this 
building is that lives will be 
transformed and that the 
kingdom of God will grow 
through its many uses. The 
dedication also featured 
speeches from Matt Carothers, 
the Donor Development Team 
chairman, Joe Lohmeyer, the 
Construction Tem chairman, 
David Force, architect, and 
Mayor Jim Lienhoop.  Pastor 
Mark Teike presented the 
words of dedication and Pastor 
Chad Foster followed with a 
prayer.  Each dedication ended 
with the singing of Praise God 
from Whom All Blessings Flow. 
This was a fantastic way to 
end this celebratory event, as 
it is most appropriate to give 
all praise and honor to our 
Heavenly Father through whom 
all blessings flow, including the 
building of The Den!

FIRST VOLLEYBALL GAME
On Wednesday, August 19, the 
first official school sporting 
event was played in The Den, 
as our 6th and 8th grade 
volleyball teams competed 
against St. John–Sauers 
Lutheran School. In addition 
to our new athletic director, 
John Sims and former athletic 
directors Jim Sollenberger, Lisa 
Witte, and Larry Baack were 
all in attendance. This truly 
was a special evening for all 
in attendance, especially our 
Lady Lions. Our 6th graders 
won in two sets, capping the 
first victory in The Den. Our 8th 

graders fought hard, but lost in 
two sets. The athletic schedule 
is posted on the School page 
of our church website.  All are 
invited to support our Lions as 
they compete in The Den! 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
(As of July 31, 2020)

The TWL 2.0 financials 
continue to look great.  
Total Pledges:      

$6,334,395
Pledges Received:
  $4,927,708

At the midpoint of the three-
year campaign, 78% of the 
pledges have been received.  
Thank you to all who have 
pledged and contributed 
money to the campaign.   
Know that you are loved and 
deeply appreciated!

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION
Since 1863, children in our 
church and community have 
been attending St. Peter’s 
Lutheran School. While much 
has changed in education over 
the years, the most important 
reason that our school exists 
has not. Our school continues 
to boldly proclaim the love of 
Jesus to all who enter its doors. 

FACEBOOK PAGE
An alumni Facebook page 
has been created to keep our 
alumni informed of various 
activities associated with our 
school, announce special 
alumni events, and to provide 
an easy platform to stay 
connected with fellow alums.  

 To directly support our efforts to 
connect with alumni, please reach out 
to our Director of Development:  

Scott Schumacher
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org  
812-372-1571 x2140 

Follow the SPL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION on Facebook at:

St. Peter’s Lutheran School Columbus – Alumni

“It shows we love 
one another and 
we are continuing 
its legacy.  It’s for 
everyone!” 

–Jackie 
Strietelmeier

“It’s awesome!  There is 
so much room to run.  
It’s so cool!”  

–Jared Brooks 
8th grade

Dedication Leaders hosted four dedication events.

The first volleyball game underway!

And Then Came 
 THE DEN


