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YES!

With God
all things are possible

#GOTTAHAVEHEART
THE PRIDE OF THE LADY LIONS
FIRST QUARTER

ST. PETER’S
LUTHERAN

• Attended Womenʼs Huddle: 110
• Lenten Challenge small groups
that met: 14/over 130 people
and four new groups formed!
• New Life|Care team members
added: 5
• Worship our Savior at chapel on
Wednesday mornings: 500
• Attended our Wednesday night
Smart Recovery Program: 25
averaging ten people attending
weekly and growing
• Volunteers in our worship
services each weekend: 100+
–and there is need for more!
• Shut-ins served communion: 85
• New Stephen ministers: 2
• Pastoral Hospital visits: 252
• Chapel services led in
retirement centers: 6
• Prayer requests managed: 550
Daughter of the King Dance:
• Trash bags of popcorn: 55
• Rice Krispie pops served: 250
• White chocolate covered
pretzels served: 200
• Sprinkle covered marshmallows
served: 300
• Cookies served: 540
• Man-hours worked: 225

719 Fifth Street,
Columbus, IN 47201

While “relationships,”

“competitive spirit,” “team,”
and “joy” are words Coach
Rick Patberg uses to describe
his 7-8th Grade Girls
Basketball Team, “heart” is
at the top of the list and is
the word that most of the
team will probably cite when
remembering this season.
Sixteen years ago, Patberg was
told that he had a leaky heart
valve and it was this year that
doctors encouraged him to
have surgery to repair it.
“It really hit the girls hard
emotionally,” said Jeni Smith,
assistant coach. But adversity
can strengthen relationships
and it brought the girls and
coaches even closer together.
“We emphasize teamwork,
whether it’s in practice or in
games. On the court or off the
court. As coaches we always

encourage the girls to work at
whatever they do with all your
heart.”
And so they did.
The team had red shooting
sleeves made for each one
of the girls and for each
one of the coaches. The
saying down the sleeve read
#gottahaveheart. After one of
their team building activities
where they make fleece tie
blankets and have a pasta
dinner before the Lutheran
Invitational Tournament, the
team gave Patberg, Luken
and Smith each a red sleeve.
Hallie Randle, eighth grade
point guard, explains “It was
a really emotional time for
everyone.”
The girls wore their shooting
sleeves to school on March
6th, the day of Patberg’s heart
surgery, to remember him and

“We emphasize
teamwork,
whether it’s
in practice or
in games—on
the court or
off the court.
As coaches
we always
encourage the
girls to ‘work
at whatever
you do with all
your heart.’”
—Jeni Smith,
Assistant Coach of
Girls Basketball Team

Coach Rick Patberg, second from right, began coaching at St. Peter’s in 2009.
Assistant Coaches Jeni Smith and David Luken join him here with the team in 2019.

#GOTTAHAVEHEART

Girls Basketball, Continued

to pray for him. Randle said,
“I got up at 5:30am that day
and prayed for him before
school.” Patberg said that
his favorite memory from
this year was “watching and
experiencing the maturity
of the girls. They showed so
much concern for me and for
my surgery. They wrote me
letters. The support that they
gave me and my family was
incredible.”
Patberg was able to coach the
girls at the Lutheran Invitation
Tournament (LIT) where the
team placed second and at the
State Lutheran Tournament
where the team took home the
Championship trophy.
After placing at LIT and State,
they qualified to play in the
National Lutheran Tournament
at Valparaiso University on
March 28-31. Patberg knew
that he would most likely not
be able to coach the team at
Nationals.
“It was hard knowing that we
would have to practice for
four weeks without Rick as we
prepared to play at Nationals,”
said Randle. “It was even
harder knowing that Rick
wouldn't be able to be with
us at Nationals. I, as a player,
had to learn how to be more
self-disciplined and not wait
for Rick to tell me what to do.
He has helped to make me a
better version of myself both
spiritually and athletically.
I went from wanting to be the
top scorer at the beginning
of the season to finding joy in
getting the ball to other people
so they can score.”
Patberg sums it up: “God didn't
intend for us to be on our own.
He wants us to work together.
We won't be successful at
anything by ourselves. I am
blessed to have these girls in
my life.”
Because of Coach Patberg,
many of the girls will continue
playing basketball in high
school—with heart.
! Shelli Carothers, Children’s Ministry,
scarothersl@stpeters-columbus.org

STAR WORDS: A TRUE HOPE
Imagine a group of twenty

elementary age (Grade 3-5)
students leading worship,
games, skits, memory
verses, actions and prayer
in a large group setting
each week. That’s what our
Pathfinder Leadership Team
does each week in Sunday
School throughout the
school year. And you know
what—they ROCK!
In January and February
we had a series called Star
Words--A True Hope, based
on a Star Wars theme
that covered the five main
concepts of Christian faith:
sin, love, grace, forgiveness
and faithfulness. We
learned Jesus is the light
of the world–that darkness
has not overcome the light
(1 John 1:4-5).

Josh VanValkenberg (4th
Grade) finds the best part
of being on the Pathfinder
Leadership Team is that “we
get to be the ones telling
the kids about Jesus.” He
feels that it is important
because kids understand
kids more than adults do,
sometimes. Andi Carothers
(4th Grade) said that she
has learned how to better
talk in front of a lot of
people by speaking slowly,
more clearly, not being shy
in front of the microphone
and to use expression when
speaking. Trevor Ernst (4th
Grade) said that he learned
through Star Words that
God’s love is bigger than
any galaxy and that God is
our true hope.
! Shelli Carothers, Children’s
Ministry, scarothersl@stpeterscolumbus.org

“God's love is bigger
“We get to be the
ones telling the kids than any galaxy
and God is our true
about Jesus.”
hope.”
—Josh VanValkenberg,
4th grade

—Trevor Ernst, 4th grade

a night for YOUNG LADIES
& their champions

FROM ONE
DAD'S
POINT OF
VIEW
The Father Daughter
Dance is a wonderful
event that our girls look
forward to attending with
great anticipation every
year. They love getting
dressed up, having a
nice dinner prior, walking
into a transformed
gym on the red carpet,
chasing bubbles, eating
really cool snacks, and
dancing with friends.
They even tolerate a few
dances with Dad. But
for our family, the event
extends beyond the
dance itself. Assisting
with setup and teardown
activities makes the
weekend even more
memorable, and the girls
love seeing their mom’s
engagement volunteering
before and during the
dance.

AT THE FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE

Our children grow up
much too fast. I’m
thankful that
St. Peter’s has made the
Father Daughter Dance
an annual tradition.
It provides me the
opportunity to show our
girls just how special
they are to me, and
it’s creating beautiful
memories (and a few
Kodak/Facebook
moments) that will
be with me forever.
Hopefully it’s doing the
same for Michaela and
Madelyn. Thanks to
all the volunteers who
commit so much of their
time to make the Father
Daughter Dance a
special occasion for all
those who attend!

! Shared by Kevin Aker

GOD SIGHTING

particular child’s growth
over the last year. When
I began, Sarah Burdick
had difficulty saying
goodbye to her parents,
was not interested in
participating in lesson
activities, and provided
an answer of “no” to
nearly every question.
Today, her arrival to the
nursery is much more
positive, she readily
participates in our bible
Volunteering in an area
stories and activities,
that has a regular, longer
and participates in
term schedule, such as the echo prayers. She has
church nursery, provides
become a wonderful
the joyful reward of seeing role model for our newer
growth. This is my second nursery friends.
year volunteering in the
nursery, so it has been a
! Renee Abraham,
pleasure witnessing one
Nursery Team

This past March 2nd

marked the 12th-annual
father daughter dance and
the great turnout showed the
the signifigance of this event
that delivers a blessed and
memorable evening.
Whether a girl who attends is 4
or 14, or the man at her arm is
a dad, grandpa, uncle, brother
or family friend, the event was
designed so girls might truly
feel like the daughter of a king.
And not just any king—the
king—Jesus!
Between Thursday after school
and late Friday night, the
St. Peter’s gymnasium was
transformed from a basketball
court into a beautiful ballroom
straight from Cinderella’s
castle. A beautiful chandelier
draped in white lights and tulle
hung from the center of the
ballroom. Pinks of different
shades splashed throughout
the room and ribbons
decorated each chair while
pillars drew eyes to the whitelit cross at the front. Tiaras,
flowers, and white trees set
the scene for the elegant event
that was about to take place.
Each young lady learned they
are beautiful, smart and dearly
loved by God and that the
man who brought them is a
gift from our father in heaven.
It was such a wonderful
opportunity for the men to
show the girls they should be

treated with love and respect.
Anna Myers, 10 years old,
says her favorite part of the
evening is “Dancing with my
dad and spending time with
him.” Alvin Lecher, member
at St. Bartholomew, brought
his daughter Molly for the first
time. They had attended the
dance at the local Foundation
for Youth the past four years.
He said that they had a blast
this year! He felt that the
Daughter of the King dance
flowed much better and was
more intimate. He said it was
nice to see so many familiar
and friendly faces.
------------------------------The dance planning team
would like to give a HUGE
thank you to all the individuals
who donated and volunteered
for the Daughter of the KING
Dance! You all made it a
WONDERFUL experience for
the 429 attendees.
! Shelli Carothers, Children's Ministry,
scarothersl@stpeters-columbus.org

NYG BANQUET

VENTURE YOUTH MINISTRY

COMMON
GROUND HAS
LAUNCHED!
This year a new program
called Common Ground,
organized by our
deaconess intern Michele
Doel, has offered an
opportunity for couples to
learn skills to strengthen
their relationship together.
It is designed to teach/
refresh important skills
and then send the couples
home with guidance on
how to communicate what
was learned and together
put that into action.
One participant said of
the evenings she has
attended: “It’s wonderful
for young couples not
married and a great
refresher for those who
have been married for
years.” It has benefited
a range of people in
Columbus as among the
dozen plus couples that
have attended are young
couples, longtime married
couples, people from the
community, and couples
from our own church.
To attend Common
Ground, RSVP with
Michele Doel at mdoel@
stpeters-columbus.org
The group meets at 6:30
in room 5102 on April 24
(“Budgeting and Finances”
with Matt Carothers) and
May 15 (“The Power of
Words” with Jan Kiel)

F
ebruary 2, 2019 was a
night to remember as

St. Peter’s High School Youth
Ministry, Venture, hosted a
formal banquet fundraiser to
support the 72 students and
adults headed to Minneapolis
this July for the LCMS National
Youth Gathering.
The purpose was to have a
night of fellowship for our
congregation and to share
about the work that God is
doing to make a difference
in the lives of students in
youth ministry. More than
a fundraiser, the goal of the
event was to have student’s
lead the entire program;
waiting tables, sharing
testimonies, leading worship,
childcare, and much more.
Over 150 students and adults
served in some capacity to
make this event happen.
This was highlighted in that
the entire event was led and
organized by Cam Kelly, a
senior at East High School, as
her senior project.

The grand total of our
fundraising portion was
$18,470 which greatly
exceeded our goal. Your
generosity is making a
Kingdom impact as you reflect
the heart of Jesus to support
youth ministry. As well as
leading by example to our
students what it means to be
stewards of all that God has
given to us. Both Venture and
I could not be more thankful
to all of the volunteers and
attendees, and mainly Jesus
Christ, for a perfect night of
fun and fellowship. It has been
very evident that God walked
with us before and during the
banquet and that we couldn’t
have done it without Him and
our congregational support.
Find updates on our journey
to Minnesota and what goes
on at NYG by following us on
Instagram or Facebook
@splcventure
! Cam Kelly, Banquet Director
Mike Jessop, Youth Director

Cam Kelly and Caleb Wettschurack give personal testimonies with
Director of Youth Ministry, Mike Jessop at the NYG Banquet.

“We realized
how many
church
members
are here to
support us.
I also learned
that hard
work really
pays off in the
end. Everyone
worked hard
for this event
and it turned
out to be an
incredible
experience.”
—Lydia Hammons

“Authentic, real,
honest, loving,
showcasing
God's work in
real life. How
He used you to
put it together
truly was
amazing!!!”
—Pastor Galligar

MOVEMENT IS BRAIN FOOD!
MINDS-IN-MOTION

“The Maze helps me
get my energy out and
helps me focus on my
school work.”
—3rd grade student

W
alking down the halls
at St. Peter’s Lutheran

School, you might see kids
tossing small bean bags
into the air while counting,
skipping, jumping or using
a balance board. You might
also see them following
beads on a rope with their
eyes.
At first glance, what might
appear to be gym class, is
actually brain development
exercises that are part of
a program called Mindsin-Motion. The activities,
which are set up in a series
of stations so students can
quickly rotate through them,
are designed to strengthen
the vestibular system. This
system acts as the brains
connector between thinking
and moving. Minds-inMotion is a unique program

developed by a reading
specialist using clinical data
that measured movement
and how it can improve
a child’s ability to learn!
The sensory and motor
functions of the brain and
body integrate and the
results are improvements in
academics, athletics, and
social behaviors of children
that we serve.
Here at St. Peter’s we
have received feedback
from parents, teachers,
and therapists that
students are writing more
legibly, academic skills
are improving, unwanted
behaviors are changing, and
overall body awareness and
control have improved. All
this leads to more confident
and successful students!
Violet Dickerson, our school

counselor, commented that
“It’s as if we can see their
brains changing in a positive
way right before our eyes.”
We also offer flexible
seating for our students at
St. Peter’s. It has become
part of our culture for
both students as well as
teachers to allow options
for a more appropriate
and comfortable learning
environment. Students are
offered a variety of chairs,
stools, rockers, etc., that
they find most comfortable
and motivate them to learn!
Traditional seating options
are offered as well.

! Jan Luken, program coordinator,
Minds-in-Motion
jluken@stpeters-columbus.org
also visit http:/mimlearning.com
or http://splsmim.weebly.com

Quote: The Maze is a series of movements that address the brains connection to balance and coordination that can contribute
to a child’s ability to concentrate.
Top left and bottom right pictures: Students choose the seating options that best fit their learning styles.
Other pictures: Students combine balance and eye-tracking to stimulate the vestibular system and improve motor
development and planning.

St. peter's Foundation
CREATING A LEGACY OF FAITH

When many people of

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
think of the St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church Foundation
they remember the Minnie
Schultz fund. She wanted to
make sure that fresh flowers
were in the church sanctuary,
and the money she left to the
Foundation was designated
for that purpose. The church
bulletin still frequently states
that flowers are presented in
her memory by the Foundation.

FOUNDATION
David Force dforce@forceco.com
Jeff Finke jeff@jefffinke.com
Allan Miller amiller8084@outlook.com
Pia O'Connor piaoconnor@hotmail.com
Jody Littrell jody.littrell@imcadvisors.com
not in photo:
Brent Peters peters.brenta@gmail.com
John Rajanayakam jrajanayakam@gmail.com

She left a wonderful legacy of
faith that continues to this day.
How was the St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church Foundation
started? A few far-sighted
members of the church
determined that there needed
to be a way for people to
make contributions that could
benefit St. Peter’s and its
various missions for the long
term. The first contribution
to the Foundation occurred
in 1964 from the estate of
Mabel Schnatzmeier in the
amount of $6000. Since
then, the Foundation’s assets
have grown to approximately
$4 million. As a separate
501C3 organization, funds
received by the Foundation
are not commingled with other
St. Peter’s monies, and the
management of those funds is
aimed at long-term growth.
Over the last several years,
the Foundation has placed
significant emphasis on
assisting St. Peter’s with
the purchase of real estate.
Without that real estate, it
would not be possible for the
Together We Live 2.0 project
to be realized. We continue
that effort with additional
properties that will support
some of the most important

outreach efforts of St. Peter’s
that emphasize recovery and
counseling.
The St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church Foundation has
partially funded the position
of Director of Development for
the church. This position is
intended to foster philanthropy
within the congregation, and
to develop other opportunities
such as an alumni association
for St. Peter’s Lutheran School.
The Foundation seeks to
increase our dividends from
funds received so that St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church and
School might benefit from
those funds. In the past few
years, our annual contribution
to St. Peter’s has been
approximately $70 thousand
per year.
More recently, the St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church Foundation
has, through the generosity
of a St. Peter’s family,
established a scholarship
fund to benefit people that
are studying for full-time
church work. It is a wonderful
example of charitable giving
that will far outlast the lives
of the original gift-givers and
provide a legacy of faith that
will benefit St. Peter’s for many
years to come.
The St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church Foundation seeks
to assist members of the
congregation and others that
might want to develop their
own legacy of faith. While we
are not financial advisors, we
will eagerly assist you as you
consider your charitable giving.
! David Force, Jody Littrell,

The St. Peter's Foundation

A TIME FOR
REFLECTION

BRAVE
WOMEN
HONORED
One Monday morning staff
devotion in March was
pleasantly interrupted by
a representative of the
Columbus Area Chamber
of Commerce, Cindy Frey,
to honor Lisa Pein as one
of four local women in
leadership for being brave
in their personal lives and
for making a difference in
the lives of others.
“I think the biggest act
of bravery is sharing my
story. I used to worry about
judgment of others. As I
have grown in my recovery
and my relationship with
Jesus I know that by
sharing my story it will let
others know that there is
always hope.”
“I am currently in the
process of becoming
a Certified Medication
Assisted Recovery
Specialist and am going
back to school in May for
my Bachelor’s Degree
in Substance Abuse
Counseling.”
Lisa works in the
Life|Works Ministry at
St. Peter’s, and among her
responsibilities, manages
the Intensive Outpatient
Program offering drug-free
addiction treatment.
! lpein@stpeters-columbus.org

As many of you know, our
church council was very
gracious to grant me a
sabbatical (time for rest,
renewal and reflection) in
recognition of my years of
service at St. Peter’s. I am
grateful for my time among
all of you and for this very
generous gift from the council.
The concept of a sabbatical is
taken from the Biblical image
of the Sabbath, a cycle of
rest found in the scriptures.
The Word of God speaks of
a weekly rest (Sabbath), a
cyclical rest (celebrating the
various festivals), a yearlong rest (for the land every
seven years), and a year of
jubilee, where everything was
restored in Israel—property,
debts canceled, slaves freed,
and a year-long celebration
(every fifty years). Rest and
renewal are deeply entrenched
in the scriptures. Even the
life and ministry of Jesus
reflect an appreciation for the
rhythms of life. His ministry
was punctuated with times
of withdrawal for prayer and
spiritual solitude.
My sabbatical time will begin
the day after Easter and
conclude in late June. Some
of the time will be spent
alone, some with Debbie, and
some with our children and
grandchildren. I am planning
to use this time for physical,
mental and emotional rest…
to spend extended time in
the Word and in prayer…to
do some reading on topics of
interest…and to contemplate
the next few years in the life
of our congregation.
This sabbatical will be spent
away from Columbus, the
first couple of weeks near the
ocean, with the remaining time
in and around the mountains.
Those are places where my
mind seems to be more open
to the voice of God and provide
a setting for rest.

Arrangements have been
made to cover all of my
responsibilities at St. Peter’s
when I am away. I have
complete confidence in our
staff and know that they will
continue to do an excellent job
serving you and others.
I am trusting that all of you will
continue to worship, to serve,
to give and to reflect the heart
of God while I am away.
Please note that I will not be
checking voice mail or phone
messages while I am away.
Pastor Galligar and Pastor
Chad will be able to assist with
any pastoral care needs you
might have. If you would like
to leave a message for me to
address when I return, you
can contact my administrative
assistant Vicki Salo. I hope
you will appreciate my need to
“unplug” from St. Peter’s so
that the Sabbatical will truly
be a time for rest, renewal and
reflection.
I certainly welcome your
prayers during this time and
will look forward to seeing
you all again in July. I am
very excited about a series of
messages that will take place
in August and September,
when we will dive deeply into
the words of Jesus—with many
opportunities for practical
application in all of our lives.
Thank you for who you are
and for all you do to reflect the
heart of God in so many ways!
In Jesus’ Love,

“Rest and
renewal
are deeply
entrenched
in the
scriptures.
Even the life
and ministry
of Jesus
reflect an
appreciation
for the
rhythms
of life. His
ministry was
punctuated
with times of
withdrawal
for prayer
and spiritual
solitude.”
—Pastor Teike

St. Peter’s Ministry financial Highlights
PLEASE, TAKE A MOMENT TO GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD…
For July 2018–March 2019 (year-to-date)
•
•

•

Missions sent: $329,583
Savings for capital improvements: $399,097
Our capital improvement planning schedule
(“The Matrix”) is a great tool that provides the
Operations Board insight to prioritize and plan
for upcoming repairs.
Total income: $5,486,930 Budget: $5,583,017
For the year, we are below plan by ($96,086) due
to the shortfall in tuition payments (enrollment
is lower than planned), SGO gifts, and donations
that are “above and beyond” normal offerings
(designated gifts).

Offerings are on track—praise the Lord!
•
•
•
•

Total expenses: $5,027,837 Budget: $5,140,560
We are under budget by $112,722 (Oh yeah!)
Net income: $459,093 Budget: $442,457
We are ahead of plan by $16,636 (Yippee!)

For more detail, contact:
Mike Hinckfoot, Executive Director of Ministries
MHinckfoot@stpeters-columbus.org
To contact a member of the Operations Board:
David Bush: davebush@kennyglass.com
Adam Cline: adam.cline@cummins.com
Dave Dietrich: davidd@lohmeyerplumbing.com
Chair, Valerie Lane: valerielane06@yahoo.com
David Luken: david.luken@tobar.com
Ryan Mackos: ryan.mackos@strand.com
Jeff Nordman: jeff_nordman@hotmail.com
Sarah Schwartzkopf:
smschwartzkopf@rowlanddesign.com

Check out our website (stpeterscolumbus.org).
On the home page, click the GIVE tab (top right corner), then FINANCIAL DASHBOARD.

Weekly Worship Services: 7pm Thursday | 6pm Saturday | 8am & 10:45am Sunday
www.stpeterscolumbus.org Church: 812-372-1571
Facebook & Instagram: St. Peters Columbus-LCMS

ST. PETER’S
LUTHERAN

School: 812-372-5266

