
As a master storyteller, Jesus used 
simple everyday objects and stories 
called parables to convey profound 
eternal truths. Through these 
parables, Jesus explained in ways 
that humans could understand the 
incomprehensible logic of God’s 
kingdom.  
 
Because Jesus knew his audience 
well, he was able to speak at their 
level. Jesus could have taught us 
about the kingdom of heaven with 
only commands and facts: “God 
values the lost,” “Forgive because 
you are forgiven,” and “Be prepared 
for my return.” But he knew the 
truths of heaven wouldn’t make 
sense to human minds.  
 
Jesus knew we’d understand better 
if we could identify with a woman 
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frantically searching for a lost coin, a 
servant who’d been forgiven much yet 
refused to forgive a little, and 
bridesmaids who had (or had not) 
come prepared for a long wait. While 
our human nature causes us to identify 
with the jealous older brother in the 
parable of the prodigal son, Jesus calls 
us to open our arms as the father 
did…and come home with humility as 
the lost son did. 
 
Jesus began or ended his parables by 
saying, in effect, “This is the point. If 
you get anything out of the story, get 
this.” Despite any inconsequential 
details of each story, truth is involved—
and Jesus clearly points it out. 
 
Read on for ideas about reinforcing 
biblical truth to children through the use 
of Jesus’ parables. 
 
 

 
Use Jesus’ Parables to Teach Biblical Truth  
 

 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To help you share God’s Word 

with children in age-appropriate 

ways.  

2. To bless your family’s worship, 

study, and devotional times. 

3. To help kids see how Jesus’ 

teaching—and all of Scripture—

is relevant to their daily lives. 

 

 

 
The Vision of St Peter’s  

Children’s Ministry  
is for all children to  

DISCOVER the  
love of Jesus. 

 

 
 



TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 

God Speaks Through the Bible 
 
Beforehand, print out the words of 2 
Timothy 3:16-17.  
 
Say: Have you ever tried to see how 
long you could hold your breath? 
We’ll do something kind of like that. 
But instead of holding our breath, 
let’s see how far we can read 
something out loud in one breath. 

 

Read the passage aloud. Then have 
everyone take a deep breath and read 
the passage aloud as far as possible on 
one breath. Try several times, affirming 
everyone for their efforts. 
 
Afterward, ask: What do these verses 
say about the Bible? Why is the 
Bible important? How does God use 
the Bible to speak to us today? How 
else does God speak to us? 
 
Say: Jesus told many parables, or 
stories, that used simple objects to 
teach lessons. If we listen and look 
closely, we can see Jesus speaking 
to us today, too. Praise God that he 
continues breathing his truth into 
our hearts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Keep Watch for Biblical Truth  
 

God’s Word isn’t stagnant, which means biblical principles shows up even 
in stories that aren’t in the Bible. Movies, fairy tales, cartoons, stories, and 
songs can contain traces of the gospel message that are helpful for 
introducing Bible themes. Discuss and debrief to help children discover the 
meat of the message. The Bible’s truth supersedes any fiction, and it’s vital 
that kids understand the difference. Emphasize the verse or passage that a 
story reinforces. Encourage children to identify forgiveness, faith, and 
kindness in their lives. As a family, stay alert! The kingdom of God is here, 
and if we watch for it carefully, we can see God working in our lives and in 
the lives of others. 
 
 

“Jesus…had compassion on them because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began 

teaching them many things.” 
—Mark 6:34 

 

Lost and Found Set out a blanket 
containing several small items. 
Have family members study the 
items for 30 seconds and then 
close their eyes. Remove one item 
and hide it. Have everyone open 
their eyes, figure out what’s 
missing, and search for the lost 
item. Play several times, rejoicing 
when an item is found. Read aloud 
Luke 15:3-10. Ask: “How did it feel 
to find each lost item? Why does 
Jesus celebrate when one of his 
lost children is found?” 

Seed, Seed, Grow! Play this wet 
version of Duck, Duck Goose 
outside using a watering can and 
water. Have everyone but a 
“Gardener” sit in a circle. The 
Gardener taps people on the head 
while saying, “Seed!” When the 
Gardener says, “Grow!” and 
sprinkles a head with water, the 
Gardener puts down the can and 
runs around the circle to that 
person’s spot. If the Gardener gets 
caught, he or she starts over. If the 
Gardener makes it to the empty 
spot, the person who was sprinkled 
becomes the Gardener. After 
playing, read aloud Mark 4:26-29. 
Ask: “What does a seed need to 
grow into a plant? What happens to 
a seed if it doesn’t have water? 
What does God give us to help us 
grow closer to him?” 

Good Samaritan Relay Choose a 
“hurt person” to lie on the floor 
across the room. Set out bandages 
and a cup of water. Take turns 
racing to the hurt person to apply a 
bandage and offer a drink. Time 
yourselves, and give each person 
a turn to be “hurt” and helped. 
Read aloud Luke 10:30-37. Ask: 
“How did it feel to help the hurt 
person—or to be helped? How 
would you feel if you were hurt and 
no one stopped to help? What 
does it mean to love our neighbors 
as ourselves? What can we do to 
help people in need?” 

Who’s Invited? Set out markers 
and blank cards or card stock. Say: 
“Make an invitation for any kind of 
party you want. Dream big and 
think about how fun your party will 
be.” When everyone’s done, sit in 
a circle. Say: “Pass your invitation 
to the person on your left. Look at 
the invitation you received and 
make up a weird or ridiculous 
reason for not coming to the party.” 
Share excuses. Then pass the 
invitations again and invent new 
excuses. Ask: “How would you feel 
if no one came to your party?” 
Read Luke 14:16-24. Say: “Let’s 
not make excuses to avoid Jesus! 
He wants us to accept his invitation 
to live in our hearts—and to be 
with him forever.” 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

MOVIE 
 
Title: Smallfoot 
Genre: Animation, Adventure, Comedy 
Rating: not yet rated 
Cast: Channing Tatum, Zendaya, Gina 
Rodriguez, Danny DeVito, Common 
Synopsis: In this 3D computer-
animated comedy, a Yeti named Migo 
is convinced that the elusive creatures 
called Smallfoots (humans) really do 
exist. Migo tells a group of young Yeti 
about “a terrifying creature with perfect 
white teeth and breath that just smells 
all minty fresh, and the only hair it has 
on its entire body is on top of its head!” 
Our Take: By turning the legend of 
Bigfoot upside down, this family-
friendly film explores truth and why we 
believe or don’t believe something. It 
also addresses what’s considered 
frightening to different people. 
 

 

 

MEDIA MADNESS 
 

 

  
CULTURE  
 & TRENDS 

 
Endangered Species? According to 
demographers, the family-planning 
habits of Millennials are making 
middle children extinct. Fewer 
couples want more than two children, 
and only 12% of women in their early 
40s have four or more kids. 
(usatoday.com) 

 
Flipped Classrooms If your child’s 
teacher has “flipped,” don’t flip out! 
More educators now ask students to 
watch videotaped lectures at home, 
reserving school time for completing 
assignments and activities. Teachers 
say flipped classrooms encourage 
active, collaborative learning and 
allow students to get more one-on-
one help. (various websites) 

         

       QUICK STATS 

Raking in the Dough According to a 
poll of 10,000 parents, children ages 
4 to 14 earn more than $8 per week 
in allowance. For the top-paying 
chore of car washing, kids earn 
about $12 per task. For help with 
managing allowances, see the app to 
the left. (cnbc.com) 

 
Literacy Boost More than 85% of 
African-American fourth-grade boys 
aren’t proficient in reading. A new 
literacy program is stocking more 
than 100 U.S. barbershops with 
culturally relevant stories for young 
readers. (barbershopbooks.org) 

 

 

 

 

BOOK 
 
Title: Notes From Jesus 
Author: Mikal Keefer 
Synopsis: This hardcover book, 
subtitled “What Your New Best Friend 
Wants You to Know,” is geared toward 
children and families who are new to 
the Christian faith. It has answers to 
common questions, inspirational Bible 
verses, and age-appropriate ideas for 
growing a relationship with Jesus. 
Playful illustrations fill the pages. 
Our Take: By reminding children that 
Jesus enjoys their company and wants 
to have a lifelong friendship with them, 
this book makes Jesus personal and 
relatable. Kids will feel more 
comfortable sharing their lives with 
Jesus and will be reminded to keep 
learning more about him, too. Notes 
From Jesus makes a meaningful gift. 
 

Games, Podcasts & Apps 
 

 

Runbow 
This fast, competitive 
game is now available 
for Switch, PS4, and 
Xbox One. Players race 
across platforms to 
touch a trophy. The 
challenge is that the 
game’s background 
color keeps changing. 
When it matches a 
platform’s color, the 
platform can no longer 
support a player.  

Dream Big 
Hosted by third-grader 
Eva Karpman and her 
mom Olga, this family-
friendly podcast features 
inspiring interviews with 
trailblazers, experts, and 
celebrities from a wide 
variety of fields. Eva’s 
goals are to help kids live 
their passion, realize 
their potential, and “take 
massive action.” 
 

RoosterMoney 
This free app helps 
parents track allowance 
and chores, while 
teaching children the 
value of money. Kids 
can save toward goals 
and earn rewards, with 
parents overseeing what 
money goes in and out 
of their accounts. The 
app is designed for use 
with kids ages 4 and up. 
 
 

This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant 
to endorse any movie, music, or product. Our prayer is that 

you’ll make informed decisions about what your children 
watch, read, listen to, and play. 



Psalm 105:1 “Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim His greatness. Let the whole world know what He has done.” 

This year’s them is about conquering Garantor – the biggest obstacles that keep us from sharing the stories of God’s work in our lives. By 
helping preteens conquer those obstacles, Superstart will help them become a force unhindered in sharing the amazing things God does. 
Through fun interactive teaching, preteens will not only discover their own God stories, but also an understanding of how to let the whole world 
know what He has done. 

Throughout the event preteens will encounter Christ through worship, interactive teaching and small groups – all of which are 
designed with their unique needs and maturity in mind. Preteens who attend SuperStart! will leave the weekend with not only a 
great experience, but also the teachings and foundation to further amplify Christ’s call on their lives to become Kingdom Workers. 

Dates:  November 9-10, 2018 

Ages:  4, 5, 6th graders 

Times:  4:15 pm Friday  to  4:00 pm Saturday 

Location:  Northeast Christian Church, 9900 Brownsboro Road, Louisville, KY  

Accommodations: Stay 1 night in a hotel  

Cost:   $100 for the conference, hotel(4 per room), transportation, T-shirt, breakfast and lunch.  

Adults are needed to attend with the kids. Cost for adults is $35. Full and half scholarships are available. 

If interested in attending, contact Kathy Peters. kpeters@stpeters-columbus.org or 372-1571. 
Payment due September 30th. After that, the price increases by $10.  

Make check payable to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. Memo section: Superstart. 

Go to www.ciy.com/superstart to view info & videos of this extremely FUN event. 

mailto:kpeters@stpeters-columbus.org
http://www.ciy.com/superstart


 

 

Week 3 – Forgiving starts Sept 2
nd

 

 

Week 4 – Serving starts Sept 9th 

 

Week 5 – Giving starts Sept 16
th
   

 

Week 6 – Going starts Sept 23
rd
  

 

The chart above is for the kids to mark off challenges as completed. How are you doing?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  What are they 

watching?  

 
 
Here’s a very unofficial Top 5 list.  

1. Mother goose Club: Six 
colorful, live action characters 
sing, dance and lead children 
through classic nursery 
rhymes.  

2. The Brain Scoop: Produced 
by the Field Museum in 
Chicago, it’s all about science.  

3. Coma Niddy: An entertaining 
rapper named Mike produces 
educational and science videos 
just for kids.  

4. Good Mythical Morning: This 
daily morning talk show with 
funny videos, ridiculous local 
commercials, and sketches is 
mostly for tweeners.   

 
 YouTube is the second most 

popular website in the world.   
 Its global market is enormous – 

80% of its content is watched 
outside the U.S.  

 It’s the second-largest search 
engine in the world, behind 
Google. 

 Some 400 hours of content are 
uploaded to YouTube every 
minute.   

Steve Pennington is the directof of 
Elementary Children’s Ministries for 
Trevacca Community Church in 
Nashville, TN.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tech Trends - Tips & Tools 

 

 

 

As seen in Kidzmatter magazine: Is it a bad thing for kids to spend so 
much time in the “tech world”?  It could be. But not necessarily.  Here’s a 
tip: Instead of focusing on daily screen time, ask yourself these questions 
about your child’s usage:  

1. Is it affecting their schoolwork?  
2. Does it affect their physical education (e.e., time outside, time 

spent playing)?  
3. Is it affecting their peer development and interaction?   

Another tip: considering the enormous popularity of YouTube, how do you 
protect kids from “what’s out there”?  First of all, you need to know that 
there is no perfect software protection.  Stuff gets through even with family 
filters.  To its credit, YouTube has an app just for kids, but it too isn’t 
foolproof.   
The best way to protect kids is to be active and present. Ask them what 
they are watching, and watch it with them.  The trouble comes when 
parents check out and don’t interact with their children’s viewing habits.   

 

Free Tools  
Need some easy ways to create 
and deliver your kidmin content?  
Try these: 

1. Clips. This app for 

iphones makes it really 
easy to create videos that 
are virtually the same style 
of content kids are 
consuming in YouTube.  It 
enables captions, so kids 
can watch and understand 
the dialogue without 
turning up the volume.  

2. Email Lists. I consider 

these to be highly 
underrated by churches.  
They are especially 
effective when marketing 
or selling via email.  Email 
lists are also great for 
promoting your video 
content.   

One thing that I 
especially like about 
MailChimp.  It’s a 
marketing platform for 
small businesses, but it 
works great for 
churches too.  You can 
use it free of charge for 
lists of up to 200 
subscribers and 12,000 
emails a month.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each generation must make the shift to adapt to new 

technology.  Let’s be the one that does it for our kids.   

 

Article written by Paul Hontz – former consultant (Fortune 500) turned 

product founder.  He runs a software as a service company called KidMin 

App, and lives in Holland, MI  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What’s new?  
 

 

YouVersion partnered with 

OneHope to develop the 

Bible App for Kids, 

designing it specifically to 

engage children with Bible 

stories on an age-

appropriate level. The 

Bible App for Kids is a free 

app for Android, Apple, 

and Kindle devices, 

available in over 30 

languages, and is already 

installed on over 21 

million unique devices all 

over the world. 

 

By introducing children to 

41 of the “big” Bible stories, 

the Bible App for Kids helps 

them understand the overall 

story that the Bible is telling. 

Kid-friendly navigation 

helps them find and select 

whichever story they want, 

then reads it aloud to them 

in a friendly narrative style. 

Throughout each story, fun, 

interactive animations keep 

children engaged, and select 

stories even include games 

designed to help them learn, 

understand, and retain 

important Bible story 

concepts. 

 

 

 

YouVersion 

Bible App for Kids!   

Interact with the Bible and see it come to life. 
 

 

 

 

 

  How can parents teach 

kids to know God's truth? By 
asking and answering the right 
questions. 
 
For centuries, parents have used 
the ancient method of learning and 
reciting questions and answers to 
teach the core doctrines of the 
faith. This beautifully designed 
book uses this regular rhythm of 
asking and answering to introduce 
children to spiritual truths and 
spark a hunger within them to know 
God even more. 
     Through 200 questions and 
answers, Cornerstones covers 
such principles as God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, 
sin, redemption, the church, 
restoration, and more. The whole 
family can use the book together, 
or children can use it on their own 
since each question and answer is 
written to make these foundational 
doctrines accessible. 
     Ask these right questions, and 
give your children the right answers 
on how to truly live their lives for 
God.  
 
A companion parent guide 
(Cornerstones: 200 Questions and 
Answers to Teach Truth) is also 
available 
 
Available at Amazon.com or 
lifeway.com   

 
                                                      

                                                            

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make time to worship with your family a priority.  

 

 

 

 
 

September 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
 

2 
Worship  

8 & 10:45am 
No Children’s 
Bible class at 

9:30 

3 
Labor Day 

4 
CPP 

6:30 PM 

5 
Children’s 
Ministry 
Training  

6:30-7:45 PM 

6 
Worship 7pm  

7 
 

8 
CPP 

10 AM 
 

Worship 6pm  

9 
Worship  

8 & 10:45am 
Bible classes  

at 9:30   

10 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 

12 
Wednesday 

Night 
connections  
Meal 5:30pm 

Classes 
6:30pm 

13 
Worship 7pm 

14 
 

15 
Worship 6pm 

16 
Worship  

8 & 10:45am 
Bible classes  

at 9:30   

17 
 
 
 

 

18 19 
Wednesday 

Night 
connections  
Meal 5:30pm 

Classes 
6:30pm 

20 

 
Worship 7pm 

21 
 

22 
Fall begins 
 

Worship 6pm 

23 
Worship  

8 & 10:45am 
Bible classes  

at 9:30 

24 
 

25 
Baptism 

Class  
7pm 

26 
Wednesday 

Night 
connections  
Meal 5:30pm 

Classes 
6:30pm 

27 
Worship 7pm 

28 

 
29 

CPP 10 AM  

30 
Worship  

8 & 10:45am 
Bible classes  

at 9:30   

      

 


