
Opening Options Sing & Play Bible Discovery & 
Goodbye Circle Apply-It Options

Prep

“He saved us, 
not because of 

the righteous  
things we had  

done, but because  
of his mercy.”
(Titus 3:5)
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Unit 3 | Week 3

Never Fear, Jesus Is Here!
Luke 23:32-49Jesus Forgives the 

Thief on the Cross          
Bible Point

Jesus rescues us.  

Purpose 
Watch any movie or read any book and you’ll see “good guys” and 
“bad guys.” For the most part, we root for the good guys and hope 
in the end the bad guys get what they deserve. 

Jesus died on the cross with “bad guys”—two criminals who had 
done wrong. People who saw them, there on crosses beside Jesus, 
probably thought they’d gotten what they deserved. And yet, 
for God’s Son, Jesus, they were two more lives to rescue. Jesus’ 
love was for them, too, and simple belief rewrote one criminal’s 
eternity. 

When young kids do wrong, they may feel bad or ashamed. With 
this lesson, help them discover Jesus’ never-stopping love. Jesus 
doesn’t label kids—or grown-ups, for that matter—as “good” or 
“bad.” When they believe in him, he calls them friends. When we 
imprint Jesus’ compassionate grace during kids’ earliest developing 
years, we give them a gift like no other.

Prayer
God, thank you that you look at us with 
love, even when we’ve messed up. Help 
me share your message of forgiveness 
today. In Jesus’ name, amen.

 � Option Cards*

 � Water Wonder: 
waterproof containers, 
water, paper

 � Knock It Down: building 
blocks 

 � Music CD* 

 � Music Video DVD*

 � Buddy Video DVD*

 � Guac Bible Memory 
Buddy poster* 

 � media player

 � Bible (bookmark  
Titus 3:5)

 � “Jesus Forgives the Thief 
on the Cross” Bible Story 
poster*

 � Music CD*

 � Guac Bible Memory 
Buddy stickers*  
(1 per child)

 � media player

 � Bible (bookmark  
Luke 23:34a, 42-43)

 � 3 chairs

 � 2 drawings on separate 
pieces of paper: 1 smiley 
face and 1 frowning face

 � half sheets of paper

 � Game: no supplies

 � Food-n-Friendship: snack, 
napkins, hand cleanser, 
Music CD*, media player

 � Coloring Creation: “Jesus 
Forgives the Thief on the 
Cross” Coloring Creation 
pages* (1 per child), 
crayons, glitter, glue 
sticks, Music CD*, media 
player 

* in your Simply Loved Kit
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Opening Options
Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the 
Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew 
Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Water Wonder
Supplies
• waterproof containers, water, paper

Wet your finger, then draw with it on paper. Wave 
the paper in the air like a fan to make the drawing 
disappear.

  What did your “water” draw on the paper? 

Your water drawings were there…and then they 
disappeared! Today we’ll find out that Jesus 
rescues us from the wrong things we do. When 
Jesus forgives us, it’s like the wrong things we’ve 
done disappear!    

Knock It Down
Supplies
• building blocks

Build towers, knock them down, then start fresh 
again.   

  Tell about a big mess you’ve made.

Each time we made a mess with the blocks, we 
got to have a clean start and try again. When we 
do something wrong in real life, we can ask Jesus 
to forgive us and he’ll give us a new start. Jesus 
rescues us from the wrong things we do.
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Sing & Play
Welcome 
Hello, friends! We’re going to have so much fun today! Let’s sing our welcome 
song. 

“Hello, My Friends” (Music CD track 2)    

Let’s say hello to our Crew Guides. They’re our go-to friends who are here to 
have fun and learn along with us. 

 ● Kids give their Crew Guides hand hugs. (Place hands together, then wrap 
thumbs around the other person’s hand.)

Bible Point
Today we’ll find out Jesus rescues us. Every time you hear the words “Jesus 
rescues us,” hold out your arms at your sides (demonstrate) and say, “Yay, 
Jesus!” Let’s try that together.

Repeat the Bible Point several times, inviting kids to follow along.

When we hold out our arms, our body is in the shape of a cross. In Bible times, 
a cross was made out of two pieces of wood. Make a cross shape with your index 
fingers for kids to see. We’ll hear more about what happened on a cross later in 
our Bible story. 

“The Cleanup Song” (Music CD track 1)  

Help kids transition by cleaning up before sitting with 
their Connect Crews. A Connect Crew is a smaller 
group of kids with one Crew Guide.

Supplies  

• Bible

•  Music CD 

 “Hello, My Friends”

•  Music Video DVD

 “Doxology”  
music video

 “Rescue Me”  
music video 

•  Buddy Video DVD 

 Guac Bible Memory 
Buddy video  
(Week 3) 

•  media player

•  Guac Bible Memory 
Buddy poster 

Opening
Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce 
today’s Bible discoveries. 

Yay, Jesus!

Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s 
Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with it! Kids will love 
listening for it and responding with “Yay, Jesus!”



Jesus is always with us, ready to help us. So we can be brave with Jesus by 
our side! Let’s sing a song to celebrate. Since Jesus rescues us, (Yay, Jesus!) we 
praise him!  

 “Doxology” music video

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse
It’s time to talk to our friend Buzzly Bee. He helps us beee 
close friends with Jesus! Let’s call for Buzzly. Do what I do! 

 ● Flap hands quickly like a bee.

 ● Make buzzing sounds. 

 Guac Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 3)          

Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster. Guac is an iguana. Iguanas hop from tree 
to tree. Let’s hop to a few friends and tell them Jesus rescues us! (Yay, Jesus!) 
Do this with me! 

 ● Hop toward a friend and say, ”Jesus rescues us!”  
 ● Wait for the friend to say “Yay, Jesus!” 

 ● High-five that friend. 

 ● Hop toward another friend, and repeat. 

Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love! Our Bible Memory 
Verse comes from the Bible. Let’s say our Bible verse together. I’ll say a 

line, and then you repeat after me. 

“He saved us, (extend arms out at your sides to form a cross)
not because of the righteous things we had done, (shake head no)
but because of his mercy.” (give yourself a hug) 
(Titus 3:5) 

This verse is talking about Jesus! Jesus loves us no 
matter what we do. Let’s sing another song. It’s a 
prayer, asking Jesus to rescue us and help us.  

  “Rescue Me” music video 

“He saved us, not 
because of the 
righteous things 
we had done, but 
because of his mercy.” 
(Titus 3:5)

Guac
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Bible Discovery
Hold up a Bible. Today our Bible story tells about one big way Jesus rescues us. 
(Yay, Jesus!) 

 ● Have everyone get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect 
Crews.

 � Tell about a hero or rescuer you’ve seen in a book or in a movie. Invite 
Crew Guides to share first. 

 ● Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Some heroes are pretend, and others are real. Let’s act out some ways real-
life people rescue. Do this with me. 

 ● Pretend to climb a ladder to save a scared cat from a tree.

 ● Pretend to hold a fire hose to put out a fire in a house.

 ● Pretend to toss a rope and pull it up to rescue someone stuck down below.

Rescuers save people from danger. Jesus rescues us, too. (Yay, Jesus!) Jesus is 
the greatest rescuer of all. In today’s Bible story, Jesus was in some danger 
himself. He had been arrested even though he never did anything wrong.

 � Tell about a time you got in trouble for something you didn’t do.

 ● Take a few kids’ answers.

Our Bible story takes place near the town of Jerusalem. Jesus and two 
criminals were taken to a hill outside of town.  

 ● Have everyone move to a far corner of your room. 

 ● Set out the three chairs.

 ● Invite Crews to sit in front of the chairs. 

The people in charge had decided that Jesus and the criminals should die. The 
criminals were “bad guys” who had broken the law. But Jesus, God’s Son, was 
a “good guy.” Actually, he was the best guy! Jesus had never done anything 
wrong. Still, the soldiers put him on a wooden cross to die. It was very sad.

 ● Sit in the center chair, and explain that Jesus was in the middle. 

And they put the two criminals on crosses, too. 

 ● Move to each of the other chairs, explaining that the two criminals were on 
each side of Jesus.

 ● Count the chairs aloud with the kids. 

Jesus could have been mad and upset. He wasn’t a bad guy! He was God’s 
perfect Son who only loved people. But Jesus wasn’t mad. Let’s read what he 
said when he was on the cross. 

Read aloud Luke 23:34a.

Supplies  

•  Bible

• “Jesus Forgives the 
Thief on the Cross” 
Bible Story poster

• 3 chairs

• 2 drawings on 
separate pieces of 
paper: 1 smiley face 
and 1 frowning face

• half sheets of paper 
(1 per person)

We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Welcome a few 
responses. Be sure to 
summarize what kids 
say so everyone can 
hear. 

Read the verse 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. Don’t worry—
we’ve kept the verses 
short for young 
attention spans.
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Wow! Jesus asked God to forgive the mean people who were hurting him. 
When we forgive someone, we let go of our anger and choose to love instead. 
Let’s talk about forgiveness in our Connect Crews. 

 ● Have Crews return to their knee-to-knee circles. 

 � Tell about a time someone forgave you or a time you forgave. Invite Crew 
Guides to share first. 

 ● Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Jesus asked God to forgive the people who were hurting him. What was 
happening to Jesus was wrong. People weren’t nice to Jesus. They even put up 
a sign to make fun of him, and the soldiers stole his clothes. But Jesus wasn’t 
mad and didn’t yell. He was loving and forgiving. 

 ● Have everyone give themselves a hug and think of Jesus’ love. 

One of the criminals made fun of Jesus, too. He said, “If you’re really God’s 
special Son, get down from that cross and save me, too.”

 ● Place the paper with the frowning face on one of the outside chairs.

 ● Have kids frown, cross their arms defiantly, and turn their backs on the middle 
chair. 

But the other criminal was different. He didn’t turn away from Jesus. He knew 
he needed Jesus’ help. He scolded the other bad guy and said, “We deserve to 
be punished, but Jesus hasn’t done anything wrong.” This criminal wanted to 
be friends with Jesus. He wanted forgiveness for the wrong things he’d done. 
So he turned to Jesus. 

 ● Have kids turn toward the chairs again.

 ● Place the paper with the smiley face on the other outside chair.

 ● Have kids smile and reach a hand toward the middle chair as if reaching to 
hold Jesus’ hand.

Let’s read to see what this criminal said to Jesus. 

Read aloud Luke 23:42-43.

Show the Bible Story poster. Jesus and the other bad guy were talking. This 
criminal asked Jesus for forgiveness, and Jesus gave it to him. He let the man 
know that they’d be forever friends. Death wouldn’t be the end. They’d be 
together in heaven! When Jesus looked at him, he didn’t see a “bad guy.” He 
saw a friend! Jesus rescued him, and Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) 

Jesus wants to be our forever friend, too. When we believe Jesus is God’s Son 
and ask for Jesus’ help, he’ll forgive all the wrong things we’ll ever do. Jesus 
rescues us! (Yay, Jesus!) 

 ● Pray, thanking Jesus for rescuing us.
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Now’s a great 
time for Apply-It 
Options. Choose 
one or more that fit 
your time frame to 
support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
closing Goodbye Circle. 

Jesus died on the cross, and it was very sad. Even though it was daytime, it 
became dark outside. And then a special curtain in God’s special church, the 
Temple, tore right down the middle. The curtain ripping might seem strange, 
but it’s important. Do something with me to think about it.

 ● Give everyone a half sheet of paper. 

 ● Before Jesus died, only certain special people could spend time with 
God. And they had to go behind the big special curtain in the church. 
Let’s circle up in your Connect Crews and do something together.  

 ● Hold up your paper between yourself and your neighbor like you’re 
blocking that person. 

 ● Wait as everyone holds their hands high, as if in frozen high-fives, with the 
papers sandwiched between hands.

 ● When Jesus died, the big curtain ripped. Rip your paper. Jesus made a way 
for everyone to be with God all the time! 

 ● Have everyone rip their papers and then hold hands freely around the circle. 

That’s one way Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) When he died, he made it so we 
can be best friends with God. But Jesus didn’t stay dead. No way! Jesus is the 
best hero ever. The good news is, Jesus came back to life a few days later. He 
beat death! Jesus is the greatest rescuer of all!

 ● Lead kids in cheering.

 ● Have everyone rip paper into smaller pieces and throw them in the air like 
confetti.

       Jesus Forgives the      Thief on the Cross                 Luke 23:3
2-49

Quarter 2, Unit 3, Week 3 
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Apply-It Options
Choose one—or all—of these activities to support kids’ learning after Bible Discovery.

Game
Play a version of Red Rover.

 ● Leader and Crew Guides 
start on one side of the 
room, and the kids begin on 
the other side.

 ● Leader and Crew Guides call 
kids over by saying, “Jesus 
will rescue, so [child’s name], 
come on over!”

 ● The child called runs over 
to the other line and is 
enveloped by a group hug.

 ● If time allows, line up again, 
and have kids call the leader 
and Crew Guides!

Just as Jesus forgave the 
criminal on the cross and 
welcomed him into friendship 
with God forever, Jesus rescues 
us. (Yay, Jesus!) Jesus welcomes us 
to be his forever friends. 

Food-n-Friendship 
Supplies: snack, napkins, hand 
cleanser, Music CD, media player 

 ● Give a napkin to a friend and 
say, “Jesus rescues us.” 
(Yay, Jesus!)

 
“God, You Are  

   So Good”  
   (Music CD track 3)     

 ● Eat snack together.

 � When we pray, we talk 
with Jesus. Who has 
something we can talk 
with Jesus about? 

 ● Pray together.

Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) 
Let’s rescue all our friends from 
this trash by picking it up and 
throwing it away.

Coloring Creation
Supplies: “Jesus Forgives the Thief 
on the Cross” Coloring Creation 
pages (1 per child), crayons, glitter, 
glue sticks, Music CD, media player

Jesus loves us so much he 
died for us. Jesus rescues us. 
(Yay, Jesus!) Jesus’ forgiveness 
brightens our hearts! We can 
shine Jesus’ love to our friends 
and families. Let’s add glitter to 
make these hearts shine. 

 ● Count the hearts on the 
picture.

 ● Trace the outside of the 
hearts with crayons. 

 ● Add glue and glitter to the 
inside of the hearts. 

 ● Carefully shake off extra 
glitter.

 ● Play music as kids create.

  
“His Mercy”  

   (Titus 3:5a)    
   (Music CD track 7)

Jesus Forgives the Thief on 
the Cross

JESUS RESCUES US.

Pre-K & K, Quarter 2, Unit 3, Week 3
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Goodbye Circle
It’s almost time to say goodbye! Let’s sing our goodbye song as we join hands 
and make one big circle! 

“Goodbye, My Friends” (Music CD track 4)    

Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) Jesus died on the cross and came back to life so 
we can be his forgiven, forever friends! 

 ● Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster, and remind kids that Guac helps us 
remember Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!)

 ● Have kids hold their hands over their hearts. 

 ● Invite Crew Guides to say to each child, “Jesus rescues you, [child’s name].”

 ● When kids hear their Crew Guide call their name, they’ll extend their hands to 
receive a Guac sticker to wear or keep for later.

 ● Once all kids have received a sticker, huddle together for a group hug.

 “His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) (Music CD track 7)

 ● Do Bible Memory Verse motions and move to the music! 

Supplies

•  Music CD

  “Goodbye, My 
 Friends”

  “His Mercy”  
 (Titus 3:5a) 

• media player

• Guac Bible Memory 
Buddy stickers   
(1 per child)

“He saved us
, 

not because 
of 

the righteous
  

things we had  

done, but be
cause  

of his mercy.”

(Titus 3:5)
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Saying each child’s 
name in a loving way 
helps kids simply 
experience God’s love 
through you!
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