
 
 
 
Pipe Organ Restoration 
 
 
“...except for theology there is no art that could be put on the same level with music, since 
except for theology [music] alone produces what otherwise only theology can do, namely, 
a calm and joyful disposition.” - Martin Luther 
 
The sound of a pipe organ leading the people of St. Peter’s in song has been heard for 
over a hundred years, and continues today. The current organ, with parts dating back to 
1962 and 1988, presently boasts 4 divisions, 66 ranks, 53 stops, and 3,426 pipes. Having 
so many parts and being powered by an array of electronics, magnets, and air pressure, 
the pipe organ, especially when very large, is perhaps the most complex instrument to this 
day. This complexity requires responsible stewardship, especially in regards to the 
longevity of the instrument. All organs (just like vehicles) require ongoing maintenance. 
While some parts of St. Peter’s organ were repaired or replaced in 2014, there were many 
other parts in need of restoration that were left untouched. Currently, the organ is in need 
of an estimated $250,000 worth of repairs to address only the immediate and major 
problems.  
 
After contacting and consulting with numerous pipe organ companies, the decision was 
made to move forward in partnership with R.A. Colby Inc. based out of Johnson City, TN. 
One of the highlights of this partnership is the unique and exclusive Managed 
Preservation Legacy Program that they offer. The Legacy Program is a renewable 
contract that initially lasts for 20 years and requires a yearly payment of $27,160. This 
option takes the large expenditures normally associated with long term care and fits them 
into a lower normalized budgetable item. Perhaps the greatest benefit of the Legacy 
Program is the peace of mind it offers. For the next 20 years, all major and minor project 
expenses, bi-annual tunings, and unforeseen emergency repairs are guaranteed to be 
quickly and efficiently addressed regardless of the cost, without any extra charge over the 
regular yearly payment. 
 
The first step in this process is restoring the organ to its original, fully functioning state. 
This will begin with much-needed renovations in June 2021. All of the current significant 
issues will be addressed, some of which include:  
 

• Renovation of the organ console 
• Repair of damaged pipes 
• Replacement of the electrical system (some of which is not up to current electrical 

code) 
• Addressing air leaks and other deficiencies in the winding system 
• Addition of walkways/improvement of safety measures in the organ case 

 
To accomplish all of this, the organ is scheduled to be out of commission from June 1-25. 
Once this initial renovation is complete, the Legacy program ensures that through the 
remainder of the contract period, every note plays and all console functions perform 
properly, which has not been the case for a long time.  
 



The project will be overseen by St. Peter’s organist Lindsey Fugill and the newly formed 
Pipe Organ Team. The team consists of Kathy Eisenbraun, Adam Frankhauser, David 
Fugill, Karla Risser, and Larry Tews. These volunteers will act as ambassadors for the 
pipe organ and its future at St. Peter’s. Questions can be directed towards them, or to 
Lindsey at lfugill@stpeters-columbus.org or (920) 988-7962. 
 
To make a donation towards this ongoing project, a check can be written to St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church with “Organ Fund” in the memo line. For any questions regarding 
donations, please contact our Director of Development, Scott Schumacher, at 
sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org or (812) 372-1571 ext. 2140. 
 
Thank you for prayerfully considering supporting the ongoing maintenance of our organ 
through the Legacy Program.  Together, we can ensure that our organ will continue to be 
an important instrument that will facilitate outstanding worship! 
 

 


