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MIDWEEK OF LENT 4: PARTICIPANT 

GET OUT 
Isaiah 48:17–22 

THEME VERSE 

“Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a shout of joy.” (Isaiah 

48:20a) 

INTRODUCTION 

Following the promise of Babylon’s demise in Isaiah 46 and 47, the deportees are still 

skeptical and stubborn. Beginning with a mild rebuke (40:21), the Lord’s accusations 

intensify. He calls His people deaf and blind (42:18–25), and so Sinaitic curses are 

enacted (43:27–28). The Lord announces two “woe” oracles because the exiles despise 

the idea that Cyrus will save them (45:9–10). Indeed, these people are rebels (46:8). In 

chapter 48, the conflict is further heightened. Those doubting the prophetic word are 

stubborn (v. 4a), unyielding (v. 4b), headstrong (v. 4c), prone to idolatry (v. 5), deaf (v. 

8a), deceptive (v. 8b), and rebels from birth (v. 8c). The people need more than 

consolation (cf. 40:1–2); they need confrontation, for in throwing away the Lord’s gifts 

of peace and righteousness (48:18), Israel became just as deluded as Babylon! 

QUESTIONS  

Q1. In Isaiah 40–55, the Lord frequently identifies Himself by means of His actions, 

often through titles like Redeemer, Creator, and Holy One. Here in 48:17, He is described 

as His people’s Teacher. Throughout chapters 40–55, the Lord takes a posture similar to 

that of Solomon (e.g., Proverbs 3:1–2; 4:11–12; 8:20). God assists the Suffering Servant 

to become like those who are taught (Isaiah 50:4); Zion’s children are likewise taught by 

the Lord (54:13). Because the Lord needs no instruction (40:14), He is able to teach Israel 

in the way they should walk, which is in the way of His commandments (Psalm 119:35). 

What is it that God is teaching you? 
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Q2. There are several similarities between Isaiah 48:18–19 and Psalm 81:13–16. 

Read these passages. What do they have in common? How do they differ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q3. How is righteousness like the waves of the sea (Isaiah 48:18)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4. In Isaiah 48:20, the Lord calls His people to leave Babylon. What does 

“Babylon” stand for today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q5. When was the first exile? See Genesis 3:24. What is God going to do about this? 
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Q6. Isaiah 48:17–21 encourages the exiles to place themselves into the Lord’s 

narrative with their ancestors, who faced similar challenges when they left Egypt. 

Strikingly similar to these words are Paul’s comments about God’s provisions, listed in 

1 Corinthians 10:1–4. What does the apostle teach us in these verses? How do they 

comport with Isaiah 48:17–21? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q7. A present moment has arrived! Israel’s moment to march is now! Sure, Ezekiel 

says that the Lord’s glory is displayed by the Chebar canal in Babylon (cf. Ezekiel 1), and 

Jeremiah tells the people to settle down peacefully in Babylon and wait for seventy years 

to return (cf. Jeremiah 29), but both prophets encourage temporary measures in view of 

an eventual return. Ezekiel envisions a resurrection of the people and return to the land 

(Ezekiel 37:1–14), while Jeremiah admonishes his audience with the words, “Flee from 

the midst of Babylon, and go out of the land of the Chaldeans” (Jeremiah 50:8). For 

Isaiah, the time to return is now. “Today, if you hear [the LORD’s] voice, do not harden 

your hearts” (Psalm 95:7b–8a). An old saying goes, “Procrastination is my sin, it only 

causes sorrow; I know I ought to change my ways, in fact I will, tomorrow.” What keeps 

delaying your response to the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q8. If Marduk the Babylonian god tempted people to stay in Babylon, what is the 

false god that tempts us to stay in our sin? 
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CONCLUSION 

The Syro-Ephraimitic alliance in 735 BC (Isaiah 7) and the Assyrian assault on 

Jerusalem in 701 BC (chs. 36–37) indicate that military strategies will not succeed 

against the Lord. Babylon, therefore, will fail and fall (ch. 13; 21:9; 46–47). Israel’s 

captivity is not permanent, nor is the empire. It is time to leave and travel back to Zion 

(48:20–21). The Lord is determined to bless Israel, but Israel will have none of it (cf. 

Luke 13:34). “Listen” is the governing verb in chapter 48; it comes in verses 1, 3, 5, 6 

(two times), 7, 8, 12, 14, 16, and 20, while “to hearken” appears in verse 18. The exiles 

ignore the admonition to “be quick to hear” (James 1:19). No wonder Isaiah calls them 

deaf (Isaiah 42:18, 19; 43:8). What is our response when God calls us to leave Babylon? 

 


