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MIDWEEK OF LENT 3: LEADER 

BREAKING DOWN THE GATES 
Isaiah 45:1–8 

THEME VERSE 

“I will break in pieces the doors of bronze.” (Isaiah 45:2) 

INTRODUCTION 

Isaiah 44:24–45:13 is the central section of chapters 41–48, for it brings together 

God’s calling of Cyrus, His overthrow of Babylon, and His restoration of the Judean 

exiles. This will demonstrate the Lord’s love for His people and His control of human 

history. Isaiah 44:24–28 speaks about Cyrus, while 45:1–7 speaks to him. Creational 

ideas bracket these verses; hymns come in 44:23 and 45:8, while in 45:12–13 the Lord 

says, “I made the earth. . . . I have stirred [Cyrus] up in righteousness.” This comports 

with 40:12, 22, 26, 28, where God’s creational claims are interwoven with the statements 

in 40:15–17, 22–24 that describe His mastery over the nations. Isaiah connects the Lord’s 

creational power within human history, and this means life and salvation for His people. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 

 

Q1. The verb to anoint appears in the Book of Isaiah only in Isaiah 45:1 and in 61:1. 

In calling Cyrus “His anointed one,” the Lord is not invoking all of the Davidic promises 

upon the Persian. He is setting him aside for a divine task. Saul (1 Samuel 10), David 

(16:12–13), and Solomon (1 Kings 1:32–40) were anointed. Each of the subsequent 

Davidic kings was considered the Lord’s messiah (Psalm 2:2). These “messiahs” point to 

God’s ultimate Messiah, Jesus (cf. e.g., Matthew 1:18; 16:16; Mark 1:1; 14:61–62; Luke 

2:11; 24:26; John 1:41; 20:31; Acts 2:36). Why do you think the Babylonian exiles had 

such a difficult time with calling Cyrus—a Persian king—a messiah? 

A1. The announcement of Cyrus was met with suspicion and cynicism; this is why 

God denounces the exiles in Isaiah 45:9–10. Discussions could have gone something like 

this: “If the LORD’s ‘new thing’ (43:19) is a new exodus, then where is a new Moses?” It 

may have continued, “Why, Moses heard the voice from the burning bush say, ‘I AM WHO 

I AM’ (Exodus 3:14). This Cyrus doesn’t even know the LORD! How can he be our means 

of salvation?” Others might have chimed in, “The Word of God says that He is not done 

with the Davidic line (2 Kings 25:27–30). So where is His promise of the everlasting 

covenant to David (2 Samuel 7:16; 23:5)?” Finally, the most negative in the group could 

have protested, “We want a Davidic restoration! Who is this new upstart king named 
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Cyrus?” The exiles wanted to be saved their way, not God’s way (cf. Isaiah 55:8–9). The 

exiles refused to let God be God. As creatures, they tried to make the Creator carry out 

their plan, something we all struggle with! 

 

Q2. The Lord calls Cyrus by name (Isaiah 45:3–4). This emphasizes the importance 

of His predictive capabilities. He alone is able to foretell the future (41:21–24, 26–27; 

43:12; 44:7, 26; 45:20–21; 46:10; 48:3). Babylonian diviners attempt to do this, but are 

woefully inadequate (44:25). If interpreters deny that the eighth century BC prophet 

Isaiah predicted Cyrus by name and claim that these oracles were composed by an 

unknown author in the sixth century BC, then that pseudo-author has denied the very fact 

he is claiming, namely that the Lord’s uniqueness is demonstrated by His ability to see 

the future and describe it ahead of time. Then the Lord did not name Cyrus ahead of time, 

and the prophet knows it. Chapters 40–55 become a lie and deception. But this is not the 

case. “The Word of the LORD proves true” (Psalm 18:30). It is “firmly fixed in the 

heavens” (119:89). His Word can be trusted! What else does the Bible teach regarding 

God’s foreknowledge? See Psalms 56:8; 139:2; Matthew 10:30; Acts 15:8. 

A2. God keeps track of our tears (Psalm 56:8) and the number of hairs on our heads 

(Matthew 10:30). He knows our innermost thoughts (Psalm 139:2; Acts 15:8). His 

omniscience covers all knowledge, including future events. There are 164 verses in the 

Bible that explicitly affirm God’s foreknowledge; 271 passages teach other aspects of His 

omniscience (either of past, present, or future aspects of knowing); 1,893 texts affirm 

what God will do through people; and 128 passages declare what He will do through 

creation. The Lord was able to foreknow Cyrus, two centuries in advance. 

 

Q3. Exodus 13:21 states in part, “And the LORD went before them.” In Isaiah 45:2, 

God promises Cyrus, “I will go before you.” The Lord will lead Israel out of captivity 

again, this time through Cyrus. The new exodus language (e.g., 40:3–4; 43:16–21) 

becomes clear. The Persian king is God’s means to humble Babylon’s hubris, symbolized 

by the mountains and hills (40:4). He will bring the exiles back to Jerusalem. See Acts 

3:15; Hebrews 2:10; 12:2, where Jesus is called (in some translations) our “Pioneer.” 

What does it mean for you that Jesus goes before you against your enemies? 

A3. Answers will vary, but point out that Christ’s name is Immanuel, “God with us” 

(Matthew 1:23); where two or three are gathered, He is in their midst (18:20); and He 

will be with us always to the end of the age (28:20). 

 

Q4. The historical events predicted in Isaiah 45:1–3 unfolded as follows. In 551 BC, 

Cyrus gained devotion from the Persian tribes with singular ease. So remarkable was his 

military muscle that on one occasion he marched into Armenia and won a victory over 

the Lydians because their horses ran away when they smelled Persian camels! In 539 BC, 

Cyrus surrounded the city of Babylon, and the priests submitted and declared him 
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Marduk’s chosen monarch. Then they opened up the city gates and allowed the Persians 

to walk in. The Lord employs Cyrus, then, for at least three reasons: (1) so that Cyrus 

might know the Lord is his “Sponsor”; (2) so that Israel will benefit from the Persian’s 

military victories; and (3) so that all might know the Lord alone is God and there is no 

other. What does all this tell you about God’s power? 

A4. Answers will vary, but point out that His name in Hebrew, Yahweh (translated 

“the LORD” in English versions), means “The One who causes to be” or “the Creator.” 

 

Q5. The phrase “I am the LORD” frequently appears in this section (e.g, Isaiah 44:24; 

45:3, 5, 6). Knowing the Lord is a central concern in the Old Testament. From the 

burning bush (Exodus 3:14) to Ezekiel’s ongoing use of “I am the LORD” (e.g., Ezekiel 

6:7, 10, 13, 14; 7:4, 27; 13:14, 23), Israel’s God demonstrates that He longs to be known. 

Here in Isaiah, the sequence of knowing the Lord begins with the particular, Cyrus 

(Isaiah 45:4–5), and moves to the universal, all people (v. 6). The goal of Israel’s 

restoration is that Cyrus, as well as the entire world, may know that the Lord is the only 

God. What does it mean for you to “know the LORD”? 

A5. Answers will vary, but note that Josiah shows what this looks like concretely, for 

he acts with justice and righteousness on behalf of the poor and needy (Jeremiah 22:15–

16). The Lord is most fully known through Jesus Christ and His great acts of compassion 

for all people (John 1:18; 14:9). 

 

Q6. The word shalom (“peace”) appears in Isaiah 45:7 and twenty-eight other times 

in Isaiah. God promises a “Prince of shalom” (9:6) as well as shalom shalom (“perfect 

peace”) to those who trust in Him (26:3). Shalom is “the work of righteousness” (32:17) 

that results in “peaceful habitation” (v. 18). God is the source of all shalom (26:12; 45:7). 

Shalom is made available through the work of the Suffering Servant (53:5) and results in 

a covenant of shalom (54:10), so that the exiles may return in shalom (55:12). The 

unbelieving who refuse to heed the summons to leave Babylon will have no shalom 

(48:22). Putting all of this together, how does shalom show itself in your life? 

A6. Answers will vary, but point out that God’s gift of shalom is delivered in the 

Lord’s Supper when we receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ. The entire 

experience at the communion altar is one of shalom. After the consecration of the 

elements, the pastor says, “The peace of the Lord be with you.” The congregation then 

sings the Agnus Dei, which includes the words, “O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You 

take the sin of the world away; Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O 

Lord, we pray” (LSB p. 210). After we taste and see that our Lord is so very good, we 

often sing the Nunc Dimittis or Song of Simeon, “O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in 

peace” (LSB p. 211). And then we hear these words from the Aaronic benediction. 

Shalom is God’s final word: “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face 
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to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance upon you and 

give you peace” (Numbers 6:24–26). 

 

Q7. The claims in Isaiah 45:7 are among the most comprehensive in the Old 

Testament. (Similar passages include Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6; Job 5:18.) If the 

Isaian text is taken out of the context of God’s working through Cyrus, we might see it as 

stating that the Lord creates evil. But this is not the case. The point the prophet is making 

is that the Lord alone is in control of every event that shapes world history. Marduk and 

the Babylonian pantheon are therefore excluded. There are no counter powers equal to 

the Lord. “Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10). 

Both come from God (cf. 2 Samuel 17:14; Amos 3:6; Lamentations 3:38). Confirming 

this understanding is the companion idea in Isaiah 44:24, “I am the LORD, who made all 

things. . . . ” Why is this an important point? 

A7. In the ancient Middle East, a nation’s destiny was wrapped up in battles fought 

by deities. Reality was not united but divided. In this light, Isaiah 45:7 is a bold 

confession of faith in the one and only God, the Lord. Good and evil (or light and 

darkness) are not battling for supremacy in the universe. The Lord is not the author of 

evil, nor the source of evil, but in a permissive sense He is responsible for it. Babylon 

was going to have an evil experience (chapter 47), just as Israel had had one earlier (e.g., 

43:28). By declaring that both evil and good proceed from Him, the Lord reassures the 

exiles that there is no other power at work in the world. Disasters that come do not negate 

His sovereignty. God foreordains everything that happens (e.g., Psalm 139:15; Daniel 

4:35; Acts 2:23; Romans 11:33–36; 1 Peter 1:20–21; Revelation 17:17). But also note 

that the Bible also teaches human responsibility (Genesis 3). Both of these truths need to 

stand in tension. 

CONCLUSION 

Isaiah 41:2 describes Cyrus as “from the east,” and verse 25 announces that he comes 

“from the north.” (Cyrus is also referred to in 43:10; 45:13–14; 46:11; 48:14–16.) But it 

isn’t until 44:28; 45:1 that Cyrus is named. Why does the Lord delay naming His 

liberator? Perhaps because He knew the exiles would have difficulty accepting a pagan 

king as their “shepherd” and “messiah.” To ease His people into the plan, Cyrus is 

associated with Abraham in 41:1–5, 8–10 and with David and Moses in 44:26–28. As a 

righteous victor, Cyrus corresponds to Abraham; as the leader of a new exodus, he 

resembles Moses; and as a temple builder, he follows David. Though Cyrus is a 

scandalous choice (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:22–24), he is God’s means of salvation. 

 


