
 

 
SEASON OF LISTENING 

 

 

 
 

Dear St. Peter’s, 

I want to invite you to join me throughout May in a season of listening. This time will be a 

chance for me to hear from you about St. Peter's and the ministry that God is doing here 

among us, and allow me to share my heart with you. I'm looking forward to being able to 

connect more names with faces, grow through these conversations as a community,  

and together, begin to discover how God will move us forward. I hope to see you there!     

 

Here are some questions to get our conversation started! 

1. How has SPL walked alongside you?  

2. What is the greatest strength of SPL?   

3. Where can we improve or place greater focus?  

 
Over 30 years, the U.S. population has grown by 24% and the LCMS has declined by 23%! 
(Based on U.S. Census and LCMS reported statistical data between 1984-2014.)  
In January 2022, it was reported that, out of 42 religious bodies, the LCMS was the  
oldest with a mean age of 58.3 years old. 

4. What is most alarming about these statistics? 
 
 
When I came to SPL, I was asked what I was most excited or passionate about.   
My answer was: "To see our congregation grow younger and see the next generation 
come to own their faith and their local congregation." In essence, to grow younger and  
to grow deeper in our faith.   
 



The concept of growing younger emerges out of Scripture as Jesus teaches what the 
Kingdom of God and life in it looks like.  
 

• No matter our age or place in life, through the Spirit we are born again into a 
new life! - John 3:3   

 
• Jesus teaches that we are to receive His kingdom as a child; without pride or 

ambition, but with humility, openness, and joy.  We are to receive His kingdom 
and invite others into it with a genuineness of heart and spirit. - Mark 10:13-16  

 
• In Jesus, God was clearly doing something NEW!  God’s work of renewal in Christ 

continues today as He brings about new expressions of our ancient faith that 
speaks to our generation and future generations. - Matthew 9:16-17 

 
 
The mission of the church has always been to make disciples of all nations.  But, in a 
changing world where Christianity is no longer the dominant worldview, it is imperative 
that we raise up disciples whose faith is resilient and goes “deep”. 
 

• Christ is the foundation that gives us the sure footing for our faith in the face of 
struggles and challenges. - Mathew 7:24-25  

 
• It is our desire to raise up disciples who are filled to the measure of all the fullness 

of God, would grasp how wide and long and high and deep the love of Christ is, 
and to know or experience this love. - Ephesians 3:16-19  

 
 
I BELIEVE THAT GOD IS MOVING ST. PETER’S TO GROW YOUNGER AND DEEPER  
IN OUR FAITH.  
 

5. What about this vision statement is exciting to you?   

 

6. What challenges could this statement present to our members?  
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