
James week 4 small group guide 

Faith Apps: Wisdom & Humility – James 3:13-18 

Nov. 8-11, 2018 message 
 

1. This week’s sermon began with two questions: Who’s the wisest person you’ve 

ever known & Who’s the most humble person you’ve ever known. Talk about 

that with your group and remember….you can’t say “Jesus.”   

 

Read together the words of this week’s text: (James 3:13-18)  13 Who is wise 

and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter 

envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the 

truth.15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 

unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there 

you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom that comes from 

heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 

mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.18 Peacemakers who sow in peace 

reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

2. Talk about the connection between the words of Jesus in Matthew 7 (see below) 

and the words from this week’s text in James 3. 

(Jesus concluded His Sermon on the Mount with….) 24 “Therefore everyone 

who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and 

the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 

foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 

sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:24-27) 

 



3. The definition for wisdom used in this week’s sermon said that “Wisdom, from 

a Biblical point of view, is the application of God’s truths, found in God’s 

word, into the everyday circumstances of our lives.” Can you think of any 

circumstances in our lives when this definition would not be applicable? 

 

4. Where, in the first two chapters of James, do we find similar thoughts to what 

James is here saying about “wisdom”? 

 

5. This week’s sermon said: “The question isn’t how well do you know your 

Bible? It’s not how strong is your faith? It’s not what’s your opinion or your 

stance or your thoughts on this issue or that issue.  The question is “knowing 

what God’s word says about everyday issues in life, what are you doing to 

apply those truths? Do you agree, disagree with that statement? Talk about it.  

 

6. The second part of the text talks about an attitude of humility as we seek to 

apply the truths of Jesus. How might we be tempted to struggle in that area of 

our lives? Have you experienced others who have struggled in this way? 

 

7. The following two statements were heard in this week’s message. Take some 

time to unpack them: 

• “Pride is the burden of the foolish.”  

• “Ego is the anesthesia that deadens the pain of stupidity.”   

 

8. Can you share with the other members of your group one think you’d like to 

work in the next few weeks as it related to Wisdom & Humility? The words 

listed below might help if you’re struggling for ideas. 

Am I applying Jesus’ words to my life regarding: 



• anger…..lust…..marriage…..enemies….worry….the poor….money 

When I do apply the words of Jesus to my life, do I demonstrate an attitude 

that is: 

• pure….peace-loving….considerate….submissive….full of 

mercy….impartial….sincere 
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