
James	week	3	small	group	guide	

James	3:1-12	
 

Getting to know each other:  

At the beginning of this week’s sermon, Pastor Teike said that “The Andy Griffith Show” is his favorite 
television program of all time. What would you say is your favorite television program of all time? 

Pastor Teike made reference to some sayings he heard growing up: 

“If you can’t say anything nice, then don’t say anything at all” & “It’s not what you say but how 
you say it.” 

Were you familiar with those saying growing up? Were there other sayings (about the words you spoke 
or about other matters of life) that you heard as a child? 

 

Looking at the text: 

Read James 3:1-12. 

Who is the author of these words? What is his relationship to Jesus? To what well known sermon of 
Jesus does this New Testament letter point us?  

The title for this preaching series is “Faith Apps”. Unpack how you understand that title to apply to the 
book of James. 

While James here addresses those who teach the word of God, it was also said that his words also speak 
to anyone in a position of influence. What are some of the roles in which we might find ourselves in 
positions of influence? 

Give examples of how influential people in your life have used words to impact you positively or 
negatively. 

In James 3:2, reference is made to the “perfect” man. How have some interpreted that word “perfect”? 
How was this word used or defined in this week’s message? 

How might the more traditional interpretation of “perfect” (aka. perfect = being without sin) make you 
feel when reading these words? AND how might the term as defined in this week’s message make 
you feel about your relationship with God? 

How we use words, to speak to or about others, is an indication of where we are on the spectrum of 
“perfection” as it relates to our relationship with God. What does that mean to you? 



Someone has said: “No wonder God put the tongue, in a cage, behind the teeth, walled in by the 
mouth.” Talk about that statement.  

Someone has also said: “More friendships are broken, more relationships are divided, more churches 
are split by words than actions.” Can you give an example of how you have seen that statement 
become a reality? 

Read the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:21-22… to wound someone verbally is just as bad, in the eyes of 
God, as murder. What thoughts, images, or challenges does that stir within you as it speaks to how 
you use words? 

Do you remember what was said in this week’s sermon about the word Jesus spoke in verse 22 “hell” 
(literally translated as “Valley of Hinnom”). Do you recall what took place in the Valley of Hinnom in 
Old Testament times and how the valley was later used? Talk about how the stench and smoldering 
coals of the Valley of Hinnom are tied or connected to the wounding words we speak to or about 
others. 

Read James 3:7-8. Talk about how animals tend to respond out of instinct and how we would be better 
off responding not out of instinct but by practicing “the second thought.” Is there a recent time 
when you have spoken out of instinct and regretted it? Is there a time in which you have 
successfully practiced “the second thought” and been glad about it? 

Read verses 8 & 9. “To curse, insult, belittle or speak against the reputation of another is to curse, insult, 
belittle or slander the God in whose image they were created.” Discuss this statement. 

Who do you know is exceptionally good at using their words to “breathe life” into others? What can you 
learn from them? 

What are your main takeaways from these words of James? 


