
 

Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 5: Student 

Worldly Eyes 

Mark 15:1–20 

Opening 

Pray: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 

that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. (Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 585) 

Introduction 

Last week, we saw how Caiaphas and the Jewish leaders coldly set aside the Law of God to                  
make way for the worldly goal of preserving their political power by bringing false charges               
against Jesus. In this lesson, Pilate likewise views matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing               
to placate the Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for crucifixion.                
The soldiers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as “King of the                   
Jews” (Mark 15:18) proclaims who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; God’s                
way is suffering and the cross. 

Questions 

1. Read John 18:33–38. What does Jesus reveal about the nature of His kingdom? How does                
Pilate’s postmodern query “What is truth?” reveal what really matters to worldly minded rulers? 

 
 

2. What does the participation of the crowd reveal about the nature of worldly government?               
What is the best form of government? See Mark 10:42–45. 

 
3. What is particularly pernicious about the chief priests urging the crowds on? See Proverbs               

29:22. How does the faithlessness of the chief priests highlight Jesus’ role as He is depicted in                 
Hebrews 7:26–27? 

 
4. How did the release of the murderer Barabbas underscore what was happening in Jesus’               

Passion? See 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Galatians 1:4; 3:13. 
 



 

5. While the world considers the idea of the crucifixion of God Incarnate “folly”              
(1 Corinthians 1:23), the cross became the defining symbol of Christianity. How does Paul focus              
our eyes on the cross in 1 Corinthians 2:2 and Galatians 2:20; 6:14? 

 
6. What does the soldiers’ treatment of Jesus reveal about the human heart? See Mark               

7:21–23. What does their robing, crowning, and kneeling before Jesus reveal about the world’s              
idea of what kings should be like? Compare Esther 1:1–9. 

 
7. Christians are called to love the Lord with all their heart and have Jesus as their dearest                  

friend. How do James 4:4 and 1 John 2:15–17 describe friendship with and love of this sinful                 
world? 

 
A7. After calling upon His disciples to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him,                

Jesus asked, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark                  
8:36). By this, He shows that the world is valueless in comparison with having our soul saved by                  
Him. James identifies friendship with the world as enmity with God (James 4:4). John warns us                
not to love the world or the stuff of this world, for we can love only God or the world, not both at                       
the same time. While we may safely use the things of this world to provide for our journey                  
through it, we know that everything in this world is passing away, but “whoever does the will of                  
God”—that is, trusts in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior—“abides forever” (1 John 2:17). 

Conclusion 

Jesus said that His kingdom is not of this world, and He prayed to His Father for you:                  
“[Father,] I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of                  
the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that                        
You keep them from the evil one” (John 17:14–15). By His righteousness, we stand justified               
before God. By His intercession, we are kept safe from Satan. By keeping our eyes fixed on                 
Him, we are kept from falling back into the snares of this dying world. St. Paul writes to those                   
baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection: “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the                
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things                   
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with                    
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in                  
glory” (Colossians 3:1–4). 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, the devil, the world, and our sinful nature constantly 

lead us to worldliness. Forgive our worldly sins and grant us the gift of heavenly 

mindedness so that we might live in the world while not being of the world; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 


