
 

 

Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 5: Leader 

Worldly Eyes 

Mark 15:1–20 

Opening 

Pray: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 

that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. (Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 585) 

Introduction 

Last week, we saw how Caiaphas and the Jewish leaders coldly set aside the Law of God to                  
make way for the worldly goal of preserving their political power by bringing false charges               
against Jesus. In this lesson, Pilate likewise views matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing               
to placate the Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for crucifixion.                
The soldiers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as “King of the                   
Jews” (Mark 15:18) proclaims who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; God’s                
way is suffering and the cross. 

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 15:1–20. 
 

(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 

TRANSITION: The “trial” at the chief priest’s house had been more of an informal              
arraignment; now the whole band of Jewish leaders would collaborate to get Jesus executed by               
Pilate. Jesus is handed over to Pilate, who asks Jesus, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus                  
cryptically agrees. Mark does not give us more details about the conversation about Jesus’              
kingship, but John does. 

 
Q1. Read John 18:33–38. What does Jesus reveal about the nature of His kingdom? How               

does Pilate’s postmodern query “What is truth?” reveal what really matters to worldly minded              
rulers? 

 
A1. Jesus says that His kingdom is not of this world or from this world. The servants of a                   

worldly king are charged with protecting him from being apprehended by enemies; Jesus’             



 

servants do not take up arms, and Jesus willingly enters captivity. Jesus admits that He is a king,                  
but He says He has come for the sole purpose of bearing witness to the truth, in contrast with the                    
worldly Jewish leaders who were willing to bear false witness against Him in order to preserve                
their worldly power. Jesus says that everyone who belongs to the truth listens to Him, the Good                 
Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. Pilate’s skeptical question, “What is truth?”               
(John 18:38), reflects the worldview of one who was interested in using words to achieve               
political objectives rather than to speak the truth. So today, worldly minded politicians are often               
not interested in the truth but in power. By contrast, Jesus’ kingdom is all about the truth of the                   
Gospel, the way of the cross, salvation hidden beneath weakness. 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: Pilate looked out at the crowd and heard their loud cries and decided to                

give them the customary release of a single criminal in celebration of their festival. This was a                 
favor extended by the Judean governor to pacify the people and avoid conflict. 

 
Q2. What does the participation of the crowd reveal about the nature of worldly government?               

What is the best form of government? See Mark 10:42–45. 
 

A2. The crowd of people used its voice to obtain the power of execution from Pilate. Even in                  
an autocracy like the Roman Empire, in which governors like Pilate represented the emperor’s              
total authority over the provinces, the people often had strength in numbers and could use force                
to overthrow rulers. “Democracy” means that power is in the hands of the people. The United                
States enjoys much stability with its government functioning as a representative democracy, with             
checks and balances, but outside the governor’s palace, we see democratic power at its worst,               
when the people use their influence to bring about wickedness. We could debate forever the best                
form of worldly government, but the best government of all is under King Jesus, who came “not                 
to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for the many” (Mark 10:45), and who                     
reigns by grace and mercy, granting pardon and salvation to His subjects, even though we are                
sinful rebels. 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: The crowds demanded that Barabbas, who had committed murder during            

an insurrection, be set free instead of the innocent Jesus. The chief priests goaded them on. 
 

Q3. What is particularly pernicious about the chief priests urging the crowds on? See              
Proverbs 29:22. How does the faithlessness of the chief priests highlight Jesus’ role as He is                
depicted in Hebrews 7:26–27? 

 
A3. The chief priests were supposed to be spiritual leaders in Israel. They were to be men of                  

peace who sought to provide reconciliation with God to the people, not men of wrath who stir up                  
strife and lead the people into transgression (Proverbs 29:22). In contrast with the chief priests’               
impiety, guilt, blight, collaboration with sinners, and worldly baseness, the great High Priest             
Jesus is “holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens”             



 

(Hebrews 7:26). What’s more, He did not ever need to perform sacrifices for His own sins, since                 
He was innocent; rather, He offered Himself to the Father as the once-and-for-all sacrifice for the                
sin of the world on the cross (v. 27). 

 
3–4 TRANSITION: Pilate did release Barabbas, which provided that criminal with a unique             

perspective on Jesus’ death, if he stayed around to watch the crucifixion: Barabbas goes free,               
while Jesus dies in his place, so he has Jesus to thank for his freedom. 

 
Q4. How did the release of the murderer Barabbas underscore what was happening in Jesus’               

Passion? See 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Galatians 1:4; 3:13. 
 

A4. While Jesus dies in place of Barabbas to spare his earthly life, the Gospel is that Jesus                  
died in the place of all sinful humans in order to spare them from eternal damnation. God made                  
Christ “to be sin” in place of us sinners even though He had no sin, so that in Christ “we might                     
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21), saved for everlasting life. Jesus “gave              
Himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age” (Galatians 1:4), that is, so we may                   
escape the fate of this condemned world and enjoy life in the new heavens and new earth. Christ                  
became an accursed criminal on the cross, condemned under God’s Law, so that we guilty               
sinners may be forgiven and set free from the eternal consequences of our misdeeds. 

 
4–5 TRANSITION: “Crucify!” the crowd shouted to Pilate, and he consented. Jesus would             

undergo a humiliating and excruciating death on the cross. This form of execution was so brutal                
and torturous that it could not be inflicted on a Roman citizen, but Jesus willingly endured the                 
pain and shame to save us. 

 
Q5. While the world considers the idea of the crucifixion of God Incarnate “folly”              

(1 Corinthians 1:23), the cross became the defining symbol of Christianity. How does Paul focus              
our eyes on the cross in 1 Corinthians 2:2 and Galatians 2:20; 6:14? 

 
A5. Regardless of what would tickle the world’s itching ears, St. Paul would have us only                

preach “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). On a personal level, all who have                
been baptized into Christ “have been crucified with Christ” so that our own lives no longer                
matter—all that matters is that we have life in the One who loved us and gave Himself for us                   
(Galatians 2:20). In fact, Paul would boast of nothing in this world “except in the cross of our                  
Lord Jesus Christ,” which has made the world dead to us and has made us dead to the world                   
(Galatians 6:14), while we remain alive in Christ. 

 
5–6 TRANSITION: The unbelieving world views the crucified Son of God as foolish and              

weak, unable to save Himself or us. 
 



 

Q6. What does the soldiers’ treatment of Jesus reveal about the human heart? See Mark               
7:21–23. What does their robing, crowning, and kneeling before Jesus reveal about the world’s              
idea of what kings should be like? Compare Esther 1:1–9. 

 
A6. Jesus says that it is out of the human heart that murder and all wickedness derive (Mark                  

7:21–23), and the soldiers’ barbarous mockery of Jesus reminds us of the depravity of the human                
heart. To take pleasure in the suffering of any human is inhumane. The soldiers acknowledge by                
their actions that kings should wear the finest of robes, have crowns of gold to adorn their heads,                  
and receive reverence from their subjects. The banquet of King Ahasuerus shows how a “proper”               
worldly king should live: half a year of showing off his treasures to visiting peoples followed by                 
a seven-day feast in the king’s palace with luxurious decorations, unlimited quantities of wine in               
golden goblets, and succulent feasting (Esther 1:1–9). But how does King Jesus behave? He              
seems as un-kingly as possible; but by humbling Himself to the point of death on the cross, He                  
has been exalted to the Father’s right hand to live and reign for all eternity, to provide for us a                    
heavenly kingdom with no end, and to prepare an everlasting feast for us in God’s palace. 

 
6–7 TRANSITION: Our sinful flesh would prefer the riches of a worldly king’s palace to the                

humble life of cross bearing that we have as subjects of King Jesus. But we must resist the allure                   
of this fallen world. 

 
Q7. Christians are called to love the Lord with all their heart and have Jesus as their dearest                  

friend. How do James 4:4 and 1 John 2:15–17 describe friendship with and love of this sinful                 
world? 

 
A7. After calling upon His disciples to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him,                

Jesus asked, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?” (Mark                  
8:36). By this, He shows that the world is valueless in comparison with having our soul saved by                  
Him. James identifies friendship with the world as enmity with God (James 4:4). John warns us                
not to love the world or the stuff of this world, for we can love only God or the world, not both at                       
the same time. While we may safely use the things of this world to provide for our journey                  
through it, we know that everything in this world is passing away, but “whoever does the will of                  
God”—that is, trusts in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior—“abides forever” (1 John 2:17). 

Conclusion 

Jesus said that His kingdom is not of this world, and He prayed to His Father for you:                  
“[Father,] I have given them Your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of                  
the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that You take them out of the world, but that                        
You keep them from the evil one” (John 17:14–15). By His righteousness, we stand justified               
before God. By His intercession, we are kept safe from Satan. By keeping our eyes fixed on                 
Him, we are kept from falling back into the snares of this dying world. St. Paul writes to those                   
baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection: “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the                



 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things                   
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with                    
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in                  
glory” (Colossians 3:1–4). 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer. 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, the devil, the world, and our sinful nature constantly 

lead us to worldliness. Forgive our worldly sins and grant us the gift of heavenly 

mindedness so that we might live in the world while not being of the world; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 


