
 

Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 4: Leader 

Murderous Eyes 

Mark 14:1–2, 53–65 

Opening 

Pray: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 

and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge 

Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (Collect for the Fourth Sunday in 

Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 583) 

Introduction 

The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by violence. The hatred that                   
leads to murdering one’s neighbor was as old as Cain killing his innocent brother Abel. The                
Jewish leaders refused to believe that the source of all murderous thoughts is Satan, who “was a                 
murderer from the beginning” and “the father of lies” (John 8:44). Yet during the Passover               
festival, their murderous plans for Jesus would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of              
the ultimate Passover Lamb.  

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 14:1–2, 53–65. 
 

(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 

TRANSITION: Mark does not name the high priest, but the other Gospels identify him as               
Caiaphas. In John 11, we learn that he was a key player in hatching the plan to destroy Jesus. 

 
Q1. Read John 11:45–53. Why were the Jewish leaders concerned about Jesus continuing His              

active ministry? How did God make good use of Caiaphas’s ruthless plan? 
 

A1. While some Jews had come to believe in Jesus, many of the Jewish leaders saw Him as a                   
threat to their own influence and to the stability of Judea. The Romans controlled the region, and                 
while they were willing to grant local control to traditional authorities, they would not tolerate               
disorder. They viewed Jesus as a political threat, since people who thought He had come to be a                  



 

powerful military Messiah might try to gather a rebellion around Him. Caiaphas thought it would               
be better for Jesus to die rather than risk the nation being thrown into turmoil through a rebellion,                  
but unwittingly, he was prophesying on behalf of God that “Jesus would die for the nation, and                 
not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad”                   
(John 11:51–52). Jesus as Messiah had come to die for the sin of the whole world and usher in a                    
Kingdom that is in the world but not of the world. 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: The Jewish leaders were seeking testimony to put Jesus to death (Mark              

14:55). Under Roman rule, the Jews did not have authority to put anyone to death. Rather, they                 
would establish charges against someone and then convince the Romans of that person’s guilt.              
However, the Jewish leaders could not find witnesses to agree to charges against Jesus. 

 
Q2. Why was it so problematic for the Jewish leaders that the “testimony [against Jesus] did                

not agree” (Mark 14:56)? See Deuteronomy 17:6 and 19:15. 
 

A2. In order to convince the Jewish council of the validity of the charge against Jesus, the                 
Jewish leaders would need to convince the Romans that Jesus was guilty according to Roman               
law. Deuteronomy 17:6 says that one may be put to death only on the evidence of two or three                   
witnesses. Deuteronomy 19:15 extends this rule to any crime. 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: The Jewish leaders were so eager to convict Jesus that they resorted to               

breaking the Eighth Commandment, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 
 

Q3. What does Proverbs 19:9 say about breaking the Eighth Commandment? What does this              
reveal about those who testified against Jesus? Who stands behind this commandment (and all of               
them)? See Deuteronomy 19:16–20. 

 
A3. “A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who breathes out lies will perish”                

(Proverbs 19:9). False witnesses show that they do not believe the Word of the Lord, that He is                  
an avenger against such false witnesses. In the Old Testament, we learn that He stands behind                
this and every other commandment. According to Deuteronomy 19:16–20, such false witnesses            
were subject to suffer the same punishment that the charge against the victim of such false                
testimony would merit. We see from this how true the comment from Jesus about His own                
generation was (quoting Isaiah 29:13, demonstrating that there is “nothing new under the sun”):              
“This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me” (Mark 7:6). 

 
3–4 TRANSITION: A sample of the false testimony against Jesus was “We heard Him say,               

‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not                   
made with hands’” (Mark 14:57–58). Just as Satan twisted Scripture in his temptations of Jesus,               
so the Jews twist the words of Jesus to try to convict Him. 

 



 

Q4. What was Jesus actually referring to when He said, “Destroy this temple, and in three                
days I will raise it up”? See John 2:19–21. 

 
A4. The Jews could not fathom how Jesus could tear down a building that had taken forty-six                 

years to build (and still wasn’t finished!) and rebuild it in three days. Of course, as God the Son,                   
He could indeed do that (and more!), but He wasn’t even referring to a “temple that is made with                   
hands” (Mark 14:58). Rather, St. John says, “He was speaking about the temple of His body”                
(John 2:21). In the New Testament, the temple of God is the body of Christ! His body would be                   
given on the cross, and His blood would be shed to win forgiveness for the world. Then He                  
would be raised up on the third day in order to serve as the permanent temple of God for His                    
people. 
 

4–5 TRANSITION: Jesus refused to answer the false charges against Him, but finally the              
high priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” (Mark 14:61). (This was                 
another way of asking, “Are You the Son of God?”) Now that Jesus had received a question that                  
got to the heart of the matter, the central truth of the Gospel, He would answer. 
 

Q5. Jesus responds to the high priest’s query with the words “I am” (Mark 14:62). Why is the                  
significance of this greater than if Jesus had answered merely “Yes”? See Exodus 13:13–15 and               
John 8:56–59. 
 

A5. In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, “I am” (ἐ γώ εἰ μι) is how the Lord of                   
Israel identifies Himself in exodus 3:14. Likewise, these are the same words Jesus speaks to the                
Jews who wondered how He could have “seen Abraham” (John 8:51): “Before Abraham was, I               
am” (v. 58). The same Lord who created the world, who had called Abraham, who had preserved                 
Israel in Egypt and then saved them by the exodus was now standing before the high priest in the                   
flesh! Now, just as the Jews had sought to kill Jesus for blasphemy in response to his claims                  
about seeing Abraham, so also would the high priest seek to kill Him. 
 

5–6 TRANSITION: Jesus calling Himself “I am” was not the only thing that the high priest                
considered blasphemous. Jesus calls Himself the “Son of Man” (Mark 14:62), which is a              
reference to Daniel 7:13–14, where a heavenly “son of man” is given an everlasting              
kingdom—clearly a prophecy of Jesus Christ. The high priest’s reaction tells us that he              
understood exactly what Jesus was claiming about Himself: that He is the Christ, the Son of the                 
living God, the Son of Man who will come from the right hand of the Father as judge on the Last                     
Day. 
 

Q6. The high priest asserts that Jesus’ words are self-evident blasphemy. Why were Jesus’              
words music to the high priest’s ears? See Leviticus 24:16. 

 



 

A6. Leviticus 24:16 says, “Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to                
death.” While none of the false charges against Him were convincing, ironically, Jesus’ truthful              
testimony about Himself would lead to His unanimous “conviction” by the murderous mob. 

 
6–7 TRANSITION: With the high priest’s verdict and at his prodding, “they all condemned              

[Jesus] as deserving death” (Mark 14:64). Then some began to spit on Jesus and strike Him. 
 

Q7. How does the spitting and the striking of Jesus by the mob fulfill Scripture? See Isaiah                 
50:4–9. How does this passage show that the disgrace suffered by the Lord’s servant will not end                 
in defeat? 

 
A7. In Isaiah 50:6, the Lord’s Suffering Servant says, “I gave My back to those who strike,                 

and My cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not My face from disgrace and spitting.”                   
The broader context of the passage shows us that in spite of Jesus’ own death by murder, He                  
would not remain in disgrace. The Father would help Him during His sufferings to set His face                 
like flint to endure them and would help Him emerge from the tomb victorious on Easter.                
Because of this, He sustains all who are wearied by their sins, teaches us the way of life, and                   
grants that none who believe in Him will be put to shame on Judgment Day.  

 
7–8 TRANSITION: We have focused on the “Murderous Eyes” of the Jewish leaders in this               

lesson. While few humans today have physically murdered another human being, we need to              
recognize that, according to God’s standards of justice, we all have been guilty of murder and are                 
in dire need of Jesus’ salvation from sin. 

 
Q8. Read 1 John 3:11–15. How does this passage show that none of us passes muster before                 

God on the basis of the Fifth Commandment? How does the murder of Jesus at the hands of the                   
Jewish leaders comfort us in the face of this revelation?  

 
A8. The law of Christ is the law of love. Even in the face of the world’s contempt and                   

persecution, we have no reason to hate others, since all have been redeemed by the blood of                 
Jesus Christ. It is sobering to hear that “everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you                  
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:15). From the cross, Jesus                 
prayed even for His enemies that His Father would forgive them. So also, our enemies do not                 
need our enmity but our love and prayers. We can all recognize the murderous thoughts we have                 
harbored toward others, but Jesus’ murder on Calvary satisfied the Father’s anger against our              
sins and promises us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 

Conclusion 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your                 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you                   
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:43–45). Our hatred of others has                 



 

rendered us no less guilty than the Jewish leaders whose murderous hearts led them to hand Jesus                 
over to the Romans for execution. May we find comfort in the fact that God the Father has been                   
kind to us rebellious sinners and has accomplished the full forgiveness of all our sins through the                 
murder of His innocent Son. 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer.  

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we often have gazed with murderous hatred upon our 

fellow man. Look upon us with favor, forgive all our sins, and replace any hatred in 

our hearts with love for You and our neighbor; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 


