
Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 3: Student 

Denying Eyes 
Mark 14:26–31, 66–72 

Opening 

Pray: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (Collect for the Third 
Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 582) 

Introduction 

“Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, Was there ever grief like His? Friends through fear His                 
cause disowning, Foes insulting His distress” (LSB 451:2). When Jesus predicted that all His              
disciples would be scattered when the Good Shepherd was struck down, they vehemently denied              
that they would forsake Him. But as always, the Lord’s Word comes to pass, and Peter goes so                  
far as to deny that he even knows Jesus. But Jesus will not deny the will of His Father, and He                     
steadfastly takes up His cross and lays down His life for sinful deniers like Peter and us. 

Questions and Answers 

1. Read Mark 4:14–20. What type of soil do the apostles of Jesus prove to be when they fall                   
away from Him on Holy Thursday? What would they subsequently need in order to become               
good, fruitful soil? See Luke 24:44–49. 

 
2. Read Zechariah 13:7–9. If the apostles had recalled this whole passage, why would they               

not have protested so much about what was to come? 
 
3. Read Mark 8:27–33. Compare and contrast Peter’s behavior in this earlier scene with his               

actions in the high priest’s courtyard when he is confronted by a socially insignificant servant               
girl. 

 
4. Whom does Jesus call on His disciples to deny in Mark 8:34–38? What is at stake for them                   

(and all of us) in this calling from Him? 
 
5. In John 20:19–23, what does Jesus do in order to restore His fallen disciples? What                

message does He deliver to us in order to comfort us when we have denied Jesus or fallen away                   
from Him? 

 

 



6. What is so fitting about Jesus’ restoration of Peter in John 21:15–19? How do the final                 
words of Jesus to Peter echo His earlier saying about self-denial and cross bearing? 

 
7. According to 2 Peter 2:1–2, for what must the Christian Church constantly be on the                

lookout? What is the greatest of lies? What are the consequences of following it? See 1 John                 
2:22–23. 

 
8. How does Proverbs 30:7–9 address the temptation to make money into an idol that would                

lead us to deny Jesus? 

Conclusion 

The prospect of denying ourselves, taking up our cross, and following Jesus is a daunting               
one. The essence of sin is self-centeredness. The cross is heavy to bear and pains our sinful flesh.                  
And following Jesus promises a life of scorn from the world and even persecution. But Jesus                
promises that “the one who endures to the end will be saved” (Mark 13:13), and that the Lord                  
will give us the strength to endure every temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13) and will be the one                 
responsible for carrying us through to the end: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you                 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our                  
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24). 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that our sins of thought, word, and deed deny Your 
Lordship over us. Forgive us all our sins and give us strength each day to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow You; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

 


