
Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 3: Leader 

Denying Eyes 
Mark 14:26–31, 66–72 

Opening 

Pray: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (Collect for the Third 
Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 582) 

Introduction 

“Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, Was there ever grief like His? Friends through fear His                 
cause disowning, Foes insulting His distress” (LSB 451:2). When Jesus predicted that all His              
disciples would be scattered when the Good Shepherd was struck down, they vehemently denied              
that they would forsake Him. But as always, the Lord’s Word comes to pass, and Peter goes so                  
far as to deny that he even knows Jesus. But Jesus will not deny the will of His Father, and He                     
steadfastly takes up His cross and lays down His life for sinful deniers like Peter and us. 

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 14:26–31, 66–72. 
 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 
TRANSITION: In Mark 14:10–21, it had become clear that one of the Twelve would betray               

Jesus; this lesson shows that the rest would deny Him by falling away. The Greek word                
(σκανδαλίζω) translated “fall away” in 14:27 appears in Mark 4:17 in the parable of              
the four soils and is translated the same way. 

 
Q1. Read Mark 4:14–20. What type of soil do the apostles of Jesus prove to be when they fall                   

away from Him on Holy Thursday? What would they subsequently need in order to become               
good, fruitful soil? See Luke 24:44–49. 

 
A1. This parable teaches us the various things that prevent fruitful reception of Christ’s Word               

among those who have it sown upon them. Judas had been the hard, beaten-down path from                
whom Satan had snatched the Word. The other apostles were rocky soil. When Jesus called               
them, they received His Word with joy and endured “for a while,” but when tribulation and                
persecution arose on account of Jesus, they fell away (Mark 4:17). Only after Jesus had risen                



from the dead, and had opened their minds to understand that everything written in Scripture of                
Him had to be fulfilled, could they truly embrace His Word as the ultimate truth and become His                  
witnesses (Luke 24:44–48). Finally, after Jesus had sent the promise of His Father, the Holy               
Spirit, upon them at Pentecost, they would have “power from on high” (v. 49) to become fruitful                 
soil that bears abundant fruit through the sharing of the Gospel (Mark 4:20). 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: Like Judas’s betrayal of Jesus, the apostles’ falling away from Him was              

a result of their own sin, so they bore guilt for it. However, this also happened in order to fulfill                    
the Scripture, which required the death of the Good Shepherd. Just as God had “given up” Jesus                 
to death on the cross, so also would He Himself strike down Jesus on the cross in order to spare                    
us from eternal death. Jesus cites the Scripture from Zechariah 13:7, which prophesied this. 

 
Q2. Read Zechariah 13:7–9. If the apostles had recalled this whole passage, why would they               

not have protested so much about what was to come? 
 
A2. If the apostles had had their minds on the things of God rather than on the things of men                    

(Mark 8:33), they would have realized that Jesus’ upcoming death had to happen and was for                
their benefit. They would have “believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken”               
(John 2:22), and they would not have denied the truthfulness of His Word. While it is shocking                 
that the Lord Himself would strike down the Shepherd (the Father strikes down the Son), this                
was the way God fulfilled all righteousness for us, and Zechariah 13:7–9 actually ends on a                
happy note, with a remnant of God’s people who will say, “The Lord is my God.” If the disciples                   
had recalled Zechariah 13:7–9 when Jesus said these words, they would have recognized both              
cross and resurrection in view. 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: Jesus specifically promised, “After I am raised up, I will go before you               

to Galilee” (Mark 14:28), so the disciples should not have despaired. But Jesus knew they were                
going to fall away. Peter “doubles down,” as it were, by insisting that even if all should fall                  
away, he never would. The rest asserted the same, but after Gethsemane, Peter is the only apostle                 
to appear again until after the resurrection, and his own “falling away” is most dramatic. 

 
Q3. Read Mark 8:27–33. Compare and contrast Peter’s behavior in this earlier scene with his               

actions in the high priest’s courtyard when he is confronted by a socially insignificant servant               
girl. 

 
A3. At Caesarea Philippi, Peter boldly confessed the truth that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of                 

the living God. By contrast, in the courtyard, Peter is unwilling to confess that he knows Jesus,                 
much less that he is willing to die with Jesus. This is similar to his behavior after Jesus “began to                    
teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the                   
chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). Peter                 
tried to deny that Jesus’ words were true and even rebuked Him. In turn, Jesus rebuked Peter and                  
said, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the                    
things of man” (v. 33). In the courtyard, Peter again has his mind set on “the things of                  
man”—preserving his own neck—rather than “the things of God”—confessing Jesus as the            
Christ. 

 



3–4 TRANSITION: After Jesus had rebuked Peter, He went on to instruct His disciples              
(including us) on the costs and benefits of following Him. 

 
Q4. Whom does Jesus call on His disciples to deny in Mark 8:34–38? What is at stake for                  

them (and all of us) in this calling from Him? 
 
A4. Jesus calls upon His disciples to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him.                

Peter instead denied Jesus, dropped his cross, and fled from Jesus and the danger associated with                
being close to Him. Jesus says that being ashamed of Him and His words will result in Him                  
being ashamed of such faithless disciples on Judgment Day. What is at stake, then, is the eternal                 
fate of our souls, for if we choose to keep our lives for ourselves rather than losing ourselves in                   
Him by faith, we will lose our souls in eternal damnation. Not even owning the whole world is of                   
any profit in comparison with the benefit of having our souls saved for eternal life, and not one                  
of us can can ransom our own soul—only Jesus can ransom us from eternal death. 

 
4–5 TRANSITION: Thanks be to God, this was not the end of the story for Peter and the                  

other apostles. Jesus went to Calvary to die for their denial and falling away, and on Easter                 
Sunday, He rose from the dead, never to die again! 

 
Q5. In John 20:19–23, what does Jesus do in order to restore His fallen disciples? What                

message does He deliver to us in order to comfort us when we have denied Jesus or fallen away                   
from Him? 

 
A5. Easter Sunday found ten of the apostles (Thomas was not with them) huddled together in                

Jerusalem out of fear of the Jews, rather than in Galilee, where He had told them to go and meet                    
Him! But Jesus comes to them and greets them with peace. His nail-scarred hands and               
spear-scarred side proclaim that the risen Man standing before them truly is Jesus, who has               
accomplished a death for the sins of the world and a resurrection to justify sinners. They were                 
exceedingly glad when they saw their Lord, and they would enjoy the privilege of spending parts                
of forty more days with Him before His ascension. St. Luke tells that He gave “commands                
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen. He presented Himself alive to them                 
after His suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the                
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:2–3). One of the commands He gave them was to go out and forgive                  
the sins of the penitent and withhold forgiveness from those who refused to repent and believe in                 
His forgiveness (John 20:22–23). The Office of the Keys that He has given to the Church is the                  
place we can find forgiveness and comfort any time we have ever denied or fallen away from our                  
Lord. 

 
5–6 TRANSITION: Peter had denied Jesus publicly, while the others had fled in fear. Jesus               

later has a special appearance to Peter in order to assure him that he has been restored to the                   
office of shepherding Christ’s sheep, in spite of his previous denials. 

 
Q6. What is so fitting about Jesus’ restoration of Peter in John 21:15–19? How do the final                 

words of Jesus to Peter echo His earlier saying about self-denial and cross bearing? 
 
A6. Peter had broken down and wept when he remembered what Jesus had predicted (Mark               

14:72). This was true contrition, “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation               



without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death” (2 Corinthians 7:10). Jesus wants to give              
full assurance to the apostle who had denied Him three times, so He provides Peter a threefold                 
restoration to his office by commissioning Peter to feed His sheep through the Word and               
Sacraments (John 21:15–17). Jesus then tells Peter that he will bear the cross by being led to his                  
own death for the sake of Jesus (v. 18), and He concludes with the final words from the earlier                   
saying about self-denial and cross bearing: “Follow Me” (v. 19). 

 
6–7 TRANSITION: Peter would go on to boldly proclaim Jesus Christ crucified and risen,              

the only name under heaven by which we can be saved (Acts 4:12). He and the other apostles                  
also would write to Christian congregations to warn about threats to the one true faith. 

 
Q7. According to 2 Peter 2:1–2, for what must the Christian Church constantly be on the                

lookout? What is the greatest of lies? What are the consequences of following it? See 1 John                 
2:22–23. 

 
A7. Just as there had been false prophets among God’s people Israel, so also there will be                 

false teachers in the world—even within the visible Church—who will sneakily “bring in             
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them” (2 Peter 2:1). This passage              
teaches that Jesus died even for those who deny Him by teaching false doctrine and leading                
Christians astray. Christ died for all, so even those who have taught false doctrine can repent and                 
be forgiven. However, persistent teaching of heresy will lead to destruction, for the teachers as               
well as those who follow them in impenitence and blasphemy of “the way of truth” (v. 2). The                  
truth is that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and the only way to God the Father.                     
Those who deny that Jesus is Christ and Lord deny not only God the Son but also God the Father                    
and forfeit the share of everlasting life that Jesus won for them. 

 
7–8 TRANSITION: Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the                

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve                    
God and money [mammon]” (Luke 16:13). The love of money is something that can lead               
disciples of Jesus to deny Him. 

 
Q8. How does Proverbs 30:7–9 address the temptation to make money into an idol that               

would lead us to deny Jesus? 
 
A8. God’s Word is very practical. Satan would tempt us to make idols of life in this world                  

and the money necessary to preserve it. We should pray for our daily bread, confident that the                 
Lord will provide exactly what we need—neither too much nor too little, but whatever He deems                
fit. Whether we have poverty or riches in this life, what matters most is that we have the priceless                   
treasure of Jesus Christ and His salvation! 

Conclusion 

The prospect of denying ourselves, taking up our cross, and following Jesus is a daunting               
one. The essence of sin is self-centeredness. The cross is heavy to bear and pains our sinful flesh.                  
And following Jesus promises a life of scorn from the world and even persecution. But Jesus                
promises that “the one who endures to the end will be saved” (Mark 13:13), and that the Lord                  
will give us the strength to endure every temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13) and will be the one                 



responsible for carrying us through to the end: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you                 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our                  
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23–24). 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer. 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that our sins of thought, word, and deed deny Your 
Lordship over us. Forgive us all our sins and give us strength each day to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow You; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 


