
 

Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 2: Student 

Sleepy Eyes 

Mark 14:32–42 

Opening 

Pray: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty 

power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 581) 

Introduction 

“Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; Your Redeemer’s conflict see,              
Watch with Him one bitter hour; Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to                 
pray” (LSB 436:1). This “watching” is easier said than done! As we observe Peter, James, and                
John’s sleepy eyes in Gethsemane, we will see that even the disciples closest to Him cannot                
fulfill the command to “watch and pray.” However, since Jesus is the Lord incarnate, “who keeps                
Israel [and] will neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4), Jesus will resist every temptation,              
pray that His Father’s will be done, and move one step closer to His sacrificial death on the                  
cross, when His own eyes will close in death in anticipation of resurrection on the third day. 

Questions 

Read Mark 14:32–42. 
 

1. Read Mark 10:35–40 and 14:29–31. How do these earlier events serve to make the failure                
of Peter, James, and John to watch and pray with Jesus more dramatic? How does this highlight                 
the unique role of Jesus at this decisive moment? 

 
2. What does Psalm 103:1 teach us about the nature of the soul and of Jesus’ sufferings? If                  

Jesus was praying Psalm 43 after announcing the distress of His soul, what effect might that                
prayer have had on Him? 

 
3. What do Luke 1:37 and Matthew 19:26 say about the possibility of the Father removing                

the cup of Jesus’ suffering? How does Isaiah 53:10 reveal the Father’s will for Jesus but also                 
provide the Messiah with consolation and strength to accept His will? 

 



 

4. What does Hebrews 5:7–9 say about Jesus’ prayer life and His Father’s answers? What               
does Matthew 4:8–11 say about Jesus’ reverence? 

 
5. How does St. Paul explain and solve the problem of the willing spirit/weak flesh               

dichotomy in the life of the Christian? See Romans 7:18–25. 
 

6. What resource has Jesus given to help us pray against the assaults of the evil onne. 
 
7. How does the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer help us understand the will of God for                  

our lives? 

Conclusion 

Jesus said, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and                  
believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:40).                   
Like Peter, James, and John, we often fall asleep on our calling to watch and pray not to enter                   
into temptation, and our mortal eyes will fall asleep in death. But Jesus faithfully watched and                
prayed on our behalf during His perfect life of love, and now at the Father’s right hand, “He who                   
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4) as He intercedes with the Father for                
us.. 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, You watched and prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

and You patiently submitted Yourself to the Father’s will in order to fulfill all 

righteousness for us. Grant us willing spirits that we may overcome our weak flesh 

and rise up each day to newness of life as we watch and pray for Your coming on 

the Last Day. For You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.  

 


