
 

 

Midweek of Lent 1: Student 

Betraying Eyes 

Mark 14:10–21, 32, 41–46 

Opening 

Pray: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness 

and brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world 

toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. (Collect for the First Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 580) 

Introduction 

The Jewish leaders desired to destroy Jesus, but they knew they would need to do it                 
surreptitiously, since Jesus was popular among many Jews. At Passover, there were a large              
number of pilgrims in Jerusalem, and the leaders did not want to risk stirring up Jesus’                
supporters to rebellion, which would alarm the Romans. So they found in the “Betraying Eyes”               
of Judas an ideal partner in crime. While Judas was a willing betrayer of Jesus, God was still                  
always in control and executing His saving plan, as Peter later proclaimed on Pentecost: “This               
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and               
killed by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). 

Questions 

1. According to Luke 22:3 and John 13:27, who urged Judas Iscariot to betray his Lord?                
Does this fact in any way exonerate him? What essential task of a disciple did Judas fail to                  
employ? See Mark 14:38. 

 
2. Judas was willing to betray Jesus in exchange for money (Mark 14:11). We know he was                 

greedy and even a thief (John 12:6). How is Judas an appropriate negative example for the                
warning from the apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 6:8–10? What is the spiritual antidote for this form                 
of idolatry? See Hebrews 13:5. 
 

3. How do Jesus’ actions in Mark 14:12–16 reassure us that He knows exactly what we need                 
and will always provide for us? 
 



 

4. Read Psalm 41:9–13. How does reading the verses following the prediction of His betrayal               
add insight into what it meant that “the Son of Man goes as it is written of Him” (Mark 14:21)? 
 

5. Jesus spoke woe upon His betrayer and said that it would have been better for him not to                   
have been born (Mark 14:21). What do Matthew 27:3–5 and Acts 1:18–19 say about Judas’s               
demise? Even after betraying his Lord, what might he have done differently? 

 
6. Rabbi means “teacher” (John 1:38). In light of Mark 10:46–52, what is ironic about Judas                

looking Jesus in the eye and calling Him “Rabbi” before he kissed Him? 
 

7. Jesus was seized and arrested like a guilty criminal. How is the scriptural prophecy of                
Isaiah 53:9 fulfilled in Mark 15:27 and Matthew 27:57–60? What does this mean for wicked               
sinners like us? 
 

Q8. While Judas “betrayed” Jesus, who “gave Him up”? See Romans 8:31–34 and 4:24–25. 

 

Conclusion 

That verb we translate as “betraying,” but which also can mean “giving up” or “handing               
over” is used by St. Paul twice in 1 Corinthians 11:23: “For I received from the Lord what I also                    
handed over to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when He was given up took bread”                  
(emphasis added). It is true that Holy Thursday is the night when Jesus “was betrayed” by Judas,                 
but what’s more important is that God “gave Him up” on the cross for our redemption. On that                  
same night, Jesus handed over to the Church a means of participating in that redemption in the                 
Sacrament of His body and blood. The apostles handed down to us the Words of Institution for                 
Holy Communion, and through the Holy Christian Church, Jesus continues to hand over His              
body and blood into our mouths so that we may find comfort for our guilty consciences and                 
assurance of resurrection for our dying bodies. 
 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when You were betrayed, You 

handed over to Your Church the blessed Sacrament of Your body and blood. 

The next day, You were handed over by Your Father to death on our behalf. 

Grant that, as our faith is strengthened by feasting on You, the Bread of Life, 

we may never betray You but steadfastly confess You as our Redeemer; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 


