
 

 Eyes on Jesus 

Midweek of Lent 1: Leader 

Betraying Eyes 

Mark 14:10–21, 32, 41–46 

Opening 

Pray: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness 

and brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world 

toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. (Collect for the First Sunday in Lent, LSB Altar Book, p. 580) 

Introduction 

The Jewish leaders desired to destroy Jesus, but they knew they would need to do it                 
surreptitiously, since Jesus was popular among many Jews. At Passover, there were a large              
number of pilgrims in Jerusalem, and the leaders did not want to risk stirring up Jesus’                
supporters to rebellion, which would alarm the Romans. So they found in the “Betraying Eyes”               
of Judas an ideal partner in crime. While Judas was a willing betrayer of Jesus, God was still                  
always in control and executing His saving plan, as Peter later proclaimed on Pentecost: “This               
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and               
killed by the hands of lawless men” (Acts 2:23). 

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 14:10–21, 41–46. 
 

(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 

Q1. According to Luke 22:3 and John 13:27, who urged Judas Iscariot to betray his Lord?                
Does this fact in any way exonerate him? What essential task of a disciple did Judas fail to                  
employ? See Mark 14:38. 

 
A1. Satan entered Judas and urged him on. However, this does not remove Judas’s guilt or                

excuse his willing participation. “The devil made me do it” is never an excuse for sin, as Eve had                   
discovered in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:13, 16). Jesus will say in Gethsemane to Peter,                



 

James, and John, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation” (Mark 14:38). Prayer                
is an effective weapon for disciples of Jesus against Satan; it was a tool Judas had not employed. 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: St. James writes, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (4:7). St.                

Paul says, “Give no opportunity to the devil” (Ephesians 4:27). But when we commit willful sins                
as Judas did, we give an opening for Satan to slither into our hearts. 

 
Q2. Judas was willing to betray Jesus in exchange for money (Mark 14:11). We know he was                 

greedy and even a thief (John 12:6). How is Judas an appropriate negative example for the                
warning from the apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 6:8–10? What is the spiritual antidote for this form                 
of idolatry? See Hebrews 13:5. 

 
A2. Judas placed a greater value on money than on loyalty to his Lord. This love of money, a                   

root of all sorts of evil, led him into temptation by Satan and the ultimate “ruin and destruction”:                  
wandering “away from the faith” (1 Timothy 6:9–10). The remedy for this covetousness is to               
cling to the Gospel truth that Jesus is our eternal treasure and that God promises never to leave or                   
forsake us, so that we are empowered to be like St. Paul, content “in whatever situation I am” in                   
(Philippians 4:11) and “free from love of money” (Hebrews 13:5). 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: On Mount Moriah, Abraham learned that “The Lord will provide”            

(Genesis 22:14) when God provided the ram in the thicket as a substitute to die in place of Isaac. 
 

Q3. How do Jesus’ actions in Mark 14:12–16 reassure us that He knows exactly what we                
need and will always provide for us? 

 
A3. Jesus’ foreknowledge of all the details of the room’s arrangement and availability             

demonstrate His omniscience and control of the events leading up to His betrayal. It is important                
to be reminded that Jesus is not a helpless victim in His Passion but had a very specific purpose                   
in mind: “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom                      
for many” (Mark 10:45). As the Lamb of God who dies as our substitute under God’s wrath,                 
what He wants to give us above all is forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation—our greatest needs. 

 
3–4 TRANSITION: The betrayal of Jesus was necessary because it had been prophesied in              

the Old Testament. In Mark 14:18, Jesus quotes Psalm 41:9 to explain why He would be                
betrayed by one of the Twelve. 

 
Q4. Read Psalm 41:9–13. How does reading the verses following the prediction of His              

betrayal add insight into what it meant that “the Son of Man goes as it is written of Him” (Mark                    
14:21)? 

 
A4. While “the Son of Man goes as it is written of Him” certainly refers to all the Old                   

Testament prophecies of the suffering of the Messiah, in this context, looking at Psalm 41:9–13               



 

is insightful not only because of the direct prediction of His betrayal but also because the story                 
doesn’t end there. Jesus would pray that His Father would raise Him up (v. 10), His enemies                 
would triumph only for a short time (v. 11), and He would be set in the presence of God forever                    
in His resurrection and exaltation (v. 12). The psalm ends on a note of doxology, praising the                 
eternal Lord for His goodness in sending and vindicating the Messiah (v. 13). 

 
4–5 TRANSITION: In other words, Psalm 41 contains a note of gloom, but if the disciples                

had remembered the entire context of the prophecy, they would not have been so distressed!               
Judas, however, would have done well to remember that the psalm predicted that the enemy of                
the Messiah would be repaid for his betrayal. 

 
Q5. Jesus spoke woe upon His betrayer and said that it would have been better for him not to                   

have been born (Mark 14:21). What do Matthew 27:3–5 and Acts 1:18–19 say about Judas’s               
demise? Even after betraying his Lord, what might he have done differently? 

 
A5. St. Mark does not mention anything more about Judas’s fate, but Matthew and Luke fill                

out his sad story. Judas “changed his mind” but did not have contrition that led to repentance and                  
asking forgiveness from God. (The chief priests also did a disservice to Judas by refusing to                
speak the Gospel to him.) Judas tried to atone for his sin with his own blood, just as Jesus was                    
about to atone for the sin of the whole world—even Judas’s betrayal!—on Mount Calvary. Note:               
There is no contradiction between Matthew 27:3–5 and Acts 1:18 regarding Judas acquiring the              
field. “He bought the field indirectly, because the Council did this with the money Judas               
returned” (The Lutheran Study Bible, p. 1832). 

 
5–6 TRANSITION: After Jesus prayed in Gethsemane (which we will study next week), He              

announced, “The hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let                  
us be going; see, My betrayer is at hand” (Mark 14:41–42). Gethsemane had been a regular                
meeting place for Jesus and the disciples, so Judas knew where to find Him. But it was dark, so                   
he needed a way to identify Jesus to the soldiers; this is why he had given the signal of the kiss. 

 
Q6. Rabbi means “teacher” (John 1:38). In light of Mark 10:46–52, what is ironic about               

Judas looking Jesus in the eye and calling Him “Rabbi” before he kissed Him? 
 

A6. Jesus had taught Judas the way of love and forgiveness, not the way of treachery. Yet                 
Judas had betraying eyes. Ironically, blind Bartimaeus was able to see that Jesus was a true                
Rabbi and recognized Him as the Christ, the “Son of David.” While Judas handed Jesus over                
without mercy, the beggar cried out to Jesus for recovery of his sight. Judas was blinded by                 
greed and treachery; the blind man had eyes of faith to believe that Jesus could both heal and                  
save him. After he recovered his sight, he became a true disciple of Jesus, following Him “on the                  
way” of truth. 

 



 

6–7 TRANSITION: Mark 14:43 notes that Judas had come with a crowd brandishing swords              
and clubs. In the following verses (vv. 48–49), Jesus will point out the absurdity of this action,                 
since He was no robber but had taught in the temple day after day, which would have provided                  
the opportunity for them to arrest Him. Then He concludes with these words: “But let the                
Scriptures be fulfilled.” 

 
Q7. Jesus was seized and arrested like a guilty criminal. How is the scriptural prophecy of                

Isaiah 53:9 fulfilled in Mark 15:27 and Matthew 27:57–60? What does this mean for wicked               
sinners like us? 

 
A7. The prophecy of Isaiah pointed to the Messiah dying alongside wicked criminals (Mark              

15:27), as well as to His burial in the tomb of a rich man, Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew                  
27:57–60). At Calvary, the Innocent One died on behalf of the guilty. This is what Martin Luther                 
called “the great exchange”: innocent Jesus dies, and we wicked sinners are set free from our                
sins. The immortal God dies for us; we mortals share in immortality. Jesus fulfills all               
righteousness by being condemned on the cross for our unrighteousness; now we become the              
righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21) as a free gift. 

 
7–8 TRANSITION: The verb we translate as “betray” (παραδίδωμι) in reference to            

Judas’s sin can also have the meaning “to give up” or “to hand over.” This verb is used in                   
Romans 8:32 and 4:25 to refer to Jesus’ death. 

 
Q8. While Judas “betrayed” Jesus, who “gave Him up”? See Romans 8:31–34 and 4:24–25. 

 
A8. Judas was the human agent in “giving Jesus up” to the Jewish authorities, but God was                 

the divine agent who gave up His Son in death to achieve forgiveness of sins and justification for                  
us. Now seated at the right hand of the Father, Jesus has prepared an eternal home for us and                   
intercedes for us constantly until we join Him there. We now know that we will not be “handed                  
over” to eternal death, since God justifies us! 

Conclusion 

That verb we translate as “betraying,” but which also can mean “giving up” or “handing               
over” is used by St. Paul twice in 1 Corinthians 11:23: “For I received from the Lord what I also                    
handed over to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when He was given up took bread”                  
(emphasis added). It is true that Holy Thursday is the night when Jesus “was betrayed” by Judas,                 
but what’s more important is that God “gave Him up” on the cross for our redemption. On that                  
same night, Jesus handed over to the Church a means of participating in that redemption in the                 
Sacrament of His body and blood. The apostles handed down to us the Words of Institution for                 
Holy Communion, and through the Holy Christian Church, Jesus continues to hand over His              
body and blood into our mouths so that we may find comfort for our guilty consciences and                 
assurance of resurrection for our dying bodies. 



 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer. 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when You were betrayed, You handed over 

to Your Church the blessed Sacrament of Your body and blood. The next day, You 

were handed over by Your Father to death on our behalf. Grant that, as our faith is 

strengthened by feasting on You, the Bread of Life, we may never betray You but 

steadfastly confess You as our Redeemer; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 


