
 

Eyes on Jesus 

Easter: Leader 

Angel Eyes 

Mark 15:21–16:8 

Opening 

Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Response: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Pray: Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that 

we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from 

the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (Collect for 

Easter Day, LSB Altar Book, p. 595) 

Introduction 

On Easter Sunday, we look through “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the tomb knows the whole                
story of Jesus’ resurrection and, when he sees the women, proclaims the Gospel to them, shows                
them where Jesus’ body had formerly lain, and tells them that they can see Jesus themselves in                 
Galilee. Likewise, the “angels” or messengers of the Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s               
people where they can find Jesus and His salvation in the Means of Grace. 

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 16:1–8. After that, we will look back to sections of the               
Passion narrative in Mark 14–15 to gain helpful insights into the resurrection account. 

 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 

 
TRANSITION: The women came to the tomb “when the Sabbath was past” (Mark 16:1),              

which could have been any time after the sun set on Saturday, due to the Hebrew way of                  
reckoning time. They had seen that Jesus’ body had not been properly anointed after His               
crucifixion, so they wanted to remedy this supposed oversight. 

 
Q1. While the women’s desire to anoint Jesus’ body for burial was loving and well               

intentioned, why was this task unnecessary? See Mark 14:3, 6–9, 28. 
 



 

A1. First, the woman in Bethany had anointed Jesus with costly perfume, which Jesus called               
“a beautiful thing” that “anointed My body beforehand for burial” (Mark 14:6, 8). The women               
did not need to anoint Jesus after His death, since it had already been done beforehand! Second,                 
Jesus had repeatedly said that He was going to rise from the dead on the third day, so the women                    
certainly could not find a body in the tomb to anoint, even if they managed to roll the stone                   
away! 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: The women knew where the tomb was because they had watched Joseph              

of Arimathea bury Jesus and secure the tomb with a stone. 
 

Q2. Read Mark 15:46–47. What is striking about the pronoun used to describe Jesus’ body               
that was laid in the tomb? What does this indicate about our future in heaven? Why is it so                   
important that witnesses saw Jesus buried? See 1 Corinthians 15:3–4. 

 
A2. Joseph “laid Him in a tomb” (Mark 15:46). The body of Jesus is not described as “it”                  

(which would be αὐ τό in Greek) but as “Him” (αὐ τός). The doctrine of the resurrection                 
means that we can look at the corpse of a Christian and still speak of it by the deceased’s name.                    
As Christ’s example shows, we are both body and soul, and we are destined to spend eternity as                  
unitary human beings consisting of both body and soul. It also was crucial that there be                
eyewitnesses of Jesus’ burial so that no one could say He “faked it” (as a heretical group known                  
as the Docetists held to in the Early Church). St. Paul identifies Jesus’ burial as central to the                  
Christian proclamation: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that                
He was buried” (1 Corinthians 15:3–4). 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: The women had lost hope that Jesus was the Messiah and were merely               

seeking to care for Jesus’ body as they would for any loved one. Jesus cried out on the cross in                    
words that seem to indicate that He, too, had lost hope: “My God, My God, why have You                  
forsaken Me?” 

 
Q3. What words in Mark 15:34 indicate that Jesus never lost hope in His Father but was                 

confident that He would be raised on the third day? How does His invocation of Psalm 22:1 help                  
us understand this? See Psalm 22:9–11, 22–24. 

 
A3. In His moment of deepest suffering, Jesus speaks Psalm 22:1, words from the “prayer               

book of the Bible,” from His lips. Some have found despair in this cry, but this cannot be, since                   
despair is the loss of hope in God. In our place and for our salvation, Jesus experiences complete                  
abandonment by God—the suffering of one in hell—but by continuing to call His Father “My               
God,” He remains faithful to the last. If we explore all of Psalm 22, we can be certain that the                    
Messiah never lost hope, for Jesus had trusted in God even from His mother’s womb (vv. 9–10                 
[the faith of the unborn!]), He prayed for help (v. 11), He expressed confidence that God had not                  



 

forsaken Him forever (v. 24), and He knew that He would be able to proclaim His resurrection to                  
His brothers and sisters in the Christian Church (v. 22). 

 
3–4 TRANSITION: When Jesus asked for the tomb of Lazarus to be opened, Martha replied,               

“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days” (John 11:39). Jesus had                    
not been in the tomb quite that long, but especially given the violent wounds that He had                 
received, surely the women were expecting to find something similar at Jesus’ tomb. 

 
Q4. Read the beginning of Peter’s Pentecost Day sermon in Acts 2:22–32. Why was it               

impossible for the body of Jesus to decay, even though He was truly dead and buried? 
 

A4. Peter cites Psalm 16:8–11 to prove that Jesus’ body could not have decayed in the tomb                 
and that it would be raised, since the Word of the Lord cannot be broken. Just as Psalm 22 had                    
promised new life to the Forsaken One, so also Psalm 16 promised that the Holy One of God                  
would not see corruption. In contrast with David, who was buried and whose tomb the Jews                
could see that very day, the tomb of Jesus was open, and the witnesses to the resurrection could                  
attest to that glorious fact! 

 
4–5 TRANSITION: Easter Sunday greets us with the good news from the angel to the               

women: Jesus “has risen; He is not here” (Mark 16:6). The empty tomb proclaims the               
resurrection of Jesus! 

 
Q5. What does 1 Corinthians 15:14–21 say would be the case for Christians if Christ’s bodily                

resurrection from the tomb were just another myth? 
 

A5. According to 1 Corinthians 15:14–21, if Jesus had not come back to life and emerged                
from the grave, never to die again, then (1) preaching the Gospel is pointless; (2) it is futile to                   
trust in Christ; (3) we are misrepresenting God; (4) we remain dead in our sins—condemned to                
hell; (5) those who have died as Christians are in hell; and (6) Christians are foolish, deluded                 
dupes for hoping for a future resurrection from the dead. But in fact, Jesus is risen, so all these                   
hypothetical statements are false, and each can be turned into its opposite truth. God turns               
everything around in the resurrection! 

 
5–6 TRANSITION: Despite the angel’s good news to the women, they departed the tomb              

trembling in astonishment, very afraid. 
 

Q6. How is the women’s reaction to the angel’s message similar to our own experience as we                 
face the troubles and changes of this life? How do 2 Corinthians 4:13–18 and John 20:29–31                
provide us with encouragement? 

 
A6. Just like the women in Mark 16:6–8, we have heard that “Christ is risen!” from the                 

Lord’s messengers and have believed it, but we want to see Jesus face-to-face, and His apparent                



 

absence—especially in the midst of troubles—challenges our faith. From the Lord’s messengers            
in the Church, we know where to find Him—in His Means of Grace—but when we are troubled                 
by death and the threats of the Law, we doubt the promise that He is risen and always on our                    
side. In 2 Corinthians 4:13–18, the apostle Paul, who had seen the risen Lord, assures us that                 
what our eyes see and what our bodies feel doesn’t tell the whole story. The things revealed by                  
God that are unseen are far more reliable than the transient things we see and experience. Jesus                 
affirms that “we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7) and He deems “blessed” all who                  
believe in Him on the basis of God’s Word without seeing Him (John 20:29). When the things                 
we see cause doubts in our hearts about things unseen, let us look to the Holy Scriptures for                  
assurance that we “have life in His name” (v. 31). 

 
6–7 TRANSITION: In the Lord’s Supper, we see simple bread and wine but are promised by                

Jesus that it something quite wonderful. 
 

Q7. How does the resurrection of Christ’s body from the tomb change the way we view the                 
Sacrament of the Altar? See Mark 14:22–24 and 1 Corinthians 10:16–17. 

 
A7. As His last will and testament, Jesus had given His body under the bread and His blood                  

under the wine for His first disciples to eat and drink. If Jesus had remained in the tomb, then                   
celebrating the Lord’s Supper would be a pointless memorial to a man who had died and                
remained in the tomb. But since Christ is risen from the dead, we know that in the Sacrament we                   
partake of His true body and drink of His true blood, which were given and shed for the                  
forgiveness of our sins but now are living. Therefore, the bread that we break and the cup that                  
we bless are the body and blood of the living Christ, and we are part of a living body, the Body                     
of Christ, over whom death no longer has dominion! 

 
7–8 TRANSITION: St. Paul wrote, “But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead                

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness” (Romans 8:10). As we eat the                
life-giving body of Jesus and drink of His vivifying blood, Christ dwells in us and gives us                 
confidence that our dead bodies will be raised on the Last Day. 

 
Q8. How does St. Paul describe our “final victory” in 1 Corinthians 15:51–58? 

 
A8. The resurrection of Jesus, like His incarnation and death for our sins, is a great mystery                 

of God. But unlike secrets, which cease to be secrets once revealed, the revelation of our future                 
resurrection in Jesus remains a mystery. We thank God for this mystery, that we will be raised                 
imperishable, victors over sin, death, and the Law, and we take heart now in our day-to-day                
vocations, knowing that we have a wonderful future and that all of our service to the living Lord                  
will not be in vain but is pleasing to Him! 



 

Conclusion 

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will stand upon the earth. And after my                   
skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and                    
my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!” (Job 19:25–27). The “Eyes of                 
Lent” have now given way to the “Eyes of Easter.” Now we have confidence that, baptized into                 
Christ’s death and resurrection, we have the certainty of gazing upon the face of our dear Lord                 
Jesus Christ one day soon. Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly! 

Closing 

Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Response: He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer. 

 
Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, You commissioned Your angel to be the herald of the 

good news of Your resurrection from the dead. Continue to send faithful 

messengers of Your resurrection to us so that we might one day enjoy the 

resurrection of our bodies and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 


