
Ash Wednesday: Student 

Misjudging Eyes 
Mark 14:1–9 

Opening 

Pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Ash Wednesday, LSB Altar Book, p. 578) 

Introduction 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for                  
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at                 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

(Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 
 

During Lent (actually, at all times), our eyes should be firmly fixed on Jesus Christ and Him                 
crucified for our salvation. Through the eyes of faith, we look behind the shame and apparent                
folly of the cross and find the central event in human history and God’s plan to save the world                   
through His Son. However, the unbelieving world misjudges “the word of the cross” as folly (1                
Corinthians 1:18), and Jesus’ own disciples fall into this same trap in the days leading up to                 
Good Friday. In spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions about His upcoming Passion, the disciples              
fail to recognize that soon He will not be with them, and they cannot see the anonymous                 
woman’s anointing of Jesus as preparation for His burial. 

Questions 

Read Mark 14:1–9. 
 
1. When Mark begins his Passion narrative by mentioning the Passover and the Feast of               

Unleavened Bread, along with the fact that the Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Jesus, what is                 
he trying to evoke in his readers’ minds? See John 1:29 and 1 Corinthians 5:6–8. 

 
2. Contrast the actions of the unnamed woman who anointed Jesus with those present at the                

meal who chastised her deed. In what ways did these men misjudge what had just taken place?                 
How does Jesus correct their vision? 

 
3. How does this woman’s deed highlight Jesus’ role as our great High Priest? See Exodus                

29:7–9 and Hebrews 7:23–27. In what ways is Jesus different from the priests of the Old                
Testament? 

 



4. Jesus says that the woman would be remembered “wherever the gospel is proclaimed in               
the whole world.” Why is proclamation of the Gospel central to the mission of the Christian                
Church? See Mark 1:14–15. What are the effects of this proclamation, according to Romans 1:16               
and Colossians 1:3–6? 

 
5. Compare Deuteronomy 15:11 with Mark 14:7. Why was giving to the poor not the right                

thing for the woman to do at that particular moment? How do we reconcile Jesus saying “you                 
will not always have Me” with His promise to His Church, “I am with you always” (Matthew                 
28:20)? 

 
Q6. According to Ephesians 4:32–5:2, what “smell” metaphor does Paul use to describe             

Jesus’ work for us? How does he describe Christians in 2 Corinthians 2:14–16? 
 
Q7. How does Jesus warn us not to view good works in Matthew 6:1–4? What is the source                  

of our good works, according to Ephesians 2:8–10? 

Conclusion 

God had prepared the “beautiful thing” of anointing Jesus’ body “for burial” as a good work                
for one particular woman to perform, even though those around her misjudged its value and               
purpose. While no mention is made of the resurrection, the mention of burial will recall for the                 
reader of Mark’s Gospel Jesus’ previous predictions of not only dying but also rising (Mark               
8:31–32; 9:30–32; 10:32–34). As we begin the penitential season of Lent this week, we will keep                
our eyes focused on the cross, but we also will look forward to celebrating a joyful Eastertide                 
soon! 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, today in contrition we enter the holy season of Lent in order to 
meditate on the sufferings and death that You endured to save us. Help us never to misjudge the 
value of Your sacrifice for us, but always to hold it as our dearest treasure and fix our eyes upon 
You, the author and perfecter of our faith. May Your willingness to deny Yourself, take up the 
cross, and suffer for us inspire in us a hatred of sin and a zeal to follow Your example for the 
sake of our neighbor; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 


