
Eyes on Jesus 

Ash Wednesday: Leader 

Misjudging Eyes 
Mark 14:1–9 

Opening 

Pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Ash Wednesday, LSB Altar Book, p. 578) 

Series Introduction {Leader Guide Only} 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and                
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
(Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

 
When the characters in the Passion narrative look at Jesus, what do they see? This series,                

based on the Gospel according to St. Mark, will examine how the various people around Jesus                
viewed Him—and how we should view Him. In most cases, people misunderstood who He is               
and what He was doing. In some cases, by faith, people recognized Him aright. Above all, we                 
will “fix our eyes” on what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, precious blood                    
and innocent sufferings and death, and celebrate what God sees on account of His work: our                
justification for His sake. 

On Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions about His               
upcoming Passion, the disciples’ “Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He will not be               
with them, and they cannot see the anonymous woman’s anointing of Jesus as preparation for               
His burial. But Jesus sees her actions as a beautiful deed that will be proclaimed throughout the                 
world wherever the Gospel is heard. 

At our midweek service after the First Sunday of Lent, we will look through Judas’s               
“Betraying Eyes” and learn why he did this awful deed. Yet the behind-the-scenes reality is that                
Jesus was “handed over” (another way of translating the verb for “betray”) by God the Father                
Himself, so that Jesus could die for the sin of the world. 

“Sleepy Eyes” is the theme for the second week of Lent. In Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle                
of Peter, James, and John cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for even an                   
hour, while Jesus comes to see that His Father’s will is that He drink the cup of God’s wrath                   
when He comes to the “hour” of His suffering. 

In the third week of Lent, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of Peter and the other apostles.                  
They could not see how they could ever fall away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by                  
Judas, ten of them flee, and Peter—when he is spotted by a servant girl and sees that his own                   



neck is on the line—sees fit to deny Jesus, which leads to his own eyes weeping in remorse. We                   
sinners likewise deny our Lord in many ways, but Jesus denied Himself to take up the cross for                  
our salvation. 

“Murderous Eyes” is the theme of week 4 of Lent. The chief priests and scribes saw Jesus as                  
an obstacle to be rid of by murdering Him through the Roman judicial system. Yet during the                 
Passover festival, they would unwittingly bring about the Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate             
Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we look through the “Worldly Eyes” of Pilate, the Jewish leaders,                 
and the Roman soldiers. Pilate can only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to                
placate the worldly Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to handing Jesus over for               
crucifixion. The soldiers see the opposite of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as                 
“King of the Jews” proclaims who He really is. The world looks for power and glory; God’s way                  
is suffering and the cross. 

Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the tomb knows the whole               
story of Jesus’ resurrection. When he sees the women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows                
them where Jesus’ body had formerly lain, and tells them that they can see Jesus themselves in                 
Galilee. Likewise, the “angels” or messengers of the Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s               
people where they can find Jesus and His salvation in the Means of Grace. 

Eyes on Jesus will continuously focus our eyes on Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried,               
and risen for our justification. This is a vision that will never disappoint, for by trusting in Jesus,                  
we see His promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by faith and forever in                  
heaven! 

Introduction 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for                  
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at                 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

(Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 
 

During Lent (actually, at all times), our eyes should be firmly fixed on Jesus Christ and Him                 
crucified for our salvation. Through the eyes of faith, we look behind the shame and apparent                
folly of the cross and find the central event in human history and God’s plan to save the world                   
through His Son. However, the unbelieving world misjudges “the word of the cross” as folly (1                
Corinthians 1:18), and Jesus’ own disciples fall into this same trap in the days leading up to                 
Good Friday. In spite of Jesus’ repeated predictions about His upcoming Passion, the disciples              
fail to recognize that soon He will not be with them, and they cannot see the anonymous                 
woman’s anointing of Jesus as preparation for His burial. 

 

Questions and Answers 

TRANSITION: Let’s read Mark 14:1–9. 
 
(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 
 



Q1. When Mark begins his Passion narrative by mentioning the Passover and the Feast of               
Unleavened Bread, along with the fact that the Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Jesus, what is                 
he trying to evoke in his readers’ minds? See John 1:29 and 1 Corinthians 5:6–8. 

 
A1. By mentioning these festivals, Mark focuses us on the Old Testament background of              

Jesus’ last days. In Exodus 12–13, the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were               
instituted. The people ate of the sacrificed Passover lamb and marked the doorposts and lintels of                
their doors with its blood, which preserved the Israelites when the Lord executed judgment on               
the Egyptians. Jesus is the Passover “Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John                  
1:29), “Christ, our Passover lamb” who has been sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7), who will replace              
the Passover meal with the festival of bread that is His body and wine that is His blood, given                   
and shed on the cross for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 14:22–25). 

 
1–2 TRANSITION: The plotting of the Jewish leaders sets the stage for what is to come, but                 

much needed to be accomplished before the Passover Lamb could be sacrificed. First, He needed               
to be anointed beforehand for burial. 

 
Q2. Contrast the actions of the unnamed woman who anointed Jesus with those present at the                

meal who chastised her deed. In what ways did these men misjudge what had just taken place?                 
How does Jesus correct their vision? 

 
A2. The woman’s loving action toward Jesus stands in stark contrast to the guests at the meal                 

who criticize her. These men expressed their anger to one another over her apparent wastefulness               
and then scolded the woman. Jesus’ response to them in Mark 14:6 suggests that they were even                 
intimidating her. They misjudge when they believe that the financial value of the ointment (at               
least thirty thousand dollars in contemporary currency) was a concern for Jesus and that the               
proceeds from its sale would have been better used to help the poor. Jesus corrects their vision by                  
explaining that with this beautiful deed, the woman was anointing His body beforehand for His               
burial soon to come after His upcoming death and, in fact, that what she did would be                 
remembered until He comes again in glory on the Last Day. 

 
2–3 TRANSITION: The title Christ (or Messiah) means “anointed one.” In Acts 10:38, Peter              

says that Jesus was “anointed . . . with the Holy Spirit and with power” by His Father. 
 
Q3. How does this woman’s deed highlight Jesus’ role as our great High Priest? See Exodus                

29:7–9 and Hebrews 7:23–27. In what ways is Jesus different from the priests of the Old                
Testament? 

 
A3. The Lord commanded that the priests of Israel be anointed as part of their ordination rite.                 

Jesus’ anointing by this woman reminds the reader that He has been anointed by God for the                 
purpose of sacrificing Himself to God on our behalf and making intercession for us as our great                 
High Priest forever. Unlike the priests that came before Him, Jesus is one rather than many, since                 
He will remain forever after His resurrection, which means that He can save us from death and                 
hell. Also unlike the other priests, He was not in need of forgiveness of sins because He is                  
perfect and holy and, in fact, sacrificed Himself on the cross once for all mankind. 

 
3–4 TRANSITION: Jesus Christ crucified for our sins is the heart of the Gospel. 



 
Q4. Jesus says that the woman would be remembered “wherever the gospel is proclaimed in               

the whole world.” Why is proclamation of the Gospel central to the mission of the Christian                
Church? See Mark 1:14–15. What are the effects of this proclamation, according to Romans 1:16               
and Colossians 1:3–6? 

 
A4. The term “gospel” is more prominent in Mark than in the writings of other evangelists.                

Mark starts out, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1) and                  
then presents Jesus proclaiming “the gospel of God” and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the                
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (vv. 14–15). Since the Gospel is a                   
message, it must be preached in order for it to be heard and believed. It is “the power of God for                     
salvation” to all who believe (Romans 1:16) and is “the word of the truth” (Colossians 1:5),                
which presents a hope laid up in heaven for us and bears fruit and increases wherever it is                  
proclaimed in the world (Colossians 1:3–6). 

 
4–5 TRANSITION: One of the fruits of the Gospel is good works done by disciples of Jesus,                 

including giving to the needy (cf. Matthew 6:2). 
 
Q5. Compare Deuteronomy 15:11 with Mark 14:7. Why was giving to the poor not the right                

thing for the woman to do at that particular moment? How do we reconcile Jesus saying “you                 
will not always have Me” with His promise to His Church, “I am with you always” (Matthew                 
28:20)? 

 
A5. Jesus’ praise of the woman’s deed is not intended to detract from the goodness of caring                 

for the poor; rather, she did just the right thing for this momentous occasion, so normal “doing                 
good” must give way to doing “a beautiful thing” for the Lord (Mark 14:6). When Jesus says,                 
“you will not always have Me,” He is referring to His upcoming death, for which the woman                 
anointed Him. After His resurrection and ascension, He is always with His Church until the Last                
Day (Matthew 28:20). In fact, one of the reasons we do not simply give all of the church’s                  
offerings to the poor, but devote some of the proceeds to outfitting appropriate worship spaces, is                
because we are confessing that Jesus is really with us wherever two or three have been gathered                 
in His name (cf. Matthew 18:20). 

5–6 TRANSITION: The quantity of perfumed ointment must have made Jesus’ body quite             
fragrant. 

 
Q6. According to Ephesians 4:32–5:2, what “smell” metaphor does Paul use to describe             

Jesus’ work for us? How does he describe Christians in 2 Corinthians 2:14–16? 
 
A6. The “fragrant offering and sacrifice” of Christ to God (Ephesians 5:2) pleased the Father               

and turned away His wrath against our guilt. Now, as God in Christ has forgiven us, we are to                   
share the sweet “aroma” of forgiveness with one another. In 2 Corinthians 2, Paul uses “smell”                
language to describe how Christians carry the Gospel message everywhere they go, which is a               
fragrance enjoyed by believers but rejected by unbelievers. 

 
6–7 TRANSITION: One thing unbelievers (and even some Christians!) often misjudge is the             

role of good works in the Christian life. 
 



Q7. How does Jesus warn us not to view good works in Matthew 6:1–4? What is the source                  
of our good works, according to Ephesians 2:8–10? 

 
A7. Jesus cautions us against viewing good works as opportunities to put on a show of our                 

piety and receive praise from other people. Rather, we do good works to serve our neighbor,                
confident that our Father in heaven will reward us as He sees fit. Paul also warns us not to view                    
good works as a means of being saved; rather, salvation, faith, and good works are gifts from                 
God, and we have been created in Christ Jesus “for good works, which God prepared               
beforehand” for us to walk in (Ephesians 2:10). 

Conclusion 

God had prepared the “beautiful thing” of anointing Jesus’ body “for burial” as a good work                
for one particular woman to perform, even though those around her misjudged its value and               
purpose. While no mention is made of the resurrection, the mention of burial will recall for the                 
reader of Mark’s Gospel Jesus’ previous predictions of not only dying but also rising (Mark               
8:31–32; 9:30–32; 10:32–34). As we begin the penitential season of Lent this week, we will keep                
our eyes focused on the cross, but we also will look forward to celebrating a joyful Eastertide                 
soon! 

 
{Leader Guide:} Lead the group in the closing prayer. 

Closing 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, today in contrition we enter the holy season of Lent in order to 
meditate on the sufferings and death that You endured to save us. Help us never to misjudge the 
value of Your sacrifice for us, but always to hold it as our dearest treasure and fix our eyes upon 
You, the author and perfecter of our faith. May Your willingness to deny Yourself, take up the 
cross, and suffer for us inspire in us a hatred of sin and a zeal to follow Your example for the 
sake of our neighbor; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 


