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EASTER SUNDAY: PARTICIPANT 

WE ARE GOING HOME 
Isaiah 55:6–13 

THEME VERSE 

“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:12) 

INTRODUCTION 

The righteousness won by the Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53:11–12) is bestowed upon Zion’s 

repatriated children. They are the Lord’s servants (54:17c). Now in chapter 55, with His sixteen 

commands, God encourages the exiles to receive this free gift of salvation. Judeans are invited to 

trust in the finished work of the Suffering Servant. 

QUESTIONS  

Q1. We do not have to seek God so that we may find Him near. We may seek Him because 

He is near. We may seek the Lord with the assurance that He is where He promises. Where does 

He promise to be? See John 14:9–10; Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2. Seeking the Lord in His Word and Sacraments is the opposite of seeking idols. The 

former bring life. The latter bring only death. How does idolatry work in our life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bible Study: Easter Sunday  Singing with the Exiles 

© 2014 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. 2 

Q3. The word way occurs over seven hundred times in the Old Testament and nineteen times 

in Isaiah 40–55. Five of these are in 55:6–11. In the Book of Acts, Christians are referred to as 

followers of the way (e.g., Acts 9:2; 24:14). In Hebrews 10:20, the writer explains that through 

Christ’s sacrifice we have entrance into “the new and living way.” 

The word thought is frequently associated with corrupt calculations that are doomed to fail 

(e.g., Genesis 6:5; Ezekiel 38:10). This is typified by the evil Haman (e.g., Esther 8:3, 5; 9:25). 

Contrast your ways and thoughts with God’s ways and thoughts. What does this tell you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4. Isaiah 55:7 announces the Lord’s free forgiveness and gracious absolution. See what the 

postexilic leaders Nehemiah (Nehemiah 9:17) and Daniel (Daniel 9:9) say about this mercy. 

How does God’s forgiveness enable people to leave a life of idolatry and seek Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q5. God’s transcendence is accented in Isaiah 55:8–9; in verses 10–11 the Lord announces 

His immanence. His Word comes down and goes forth into the world to accomplish His gracious 

plan. In 40:6–8, nature is used to illustrate the transient quality of people and nations, while in 

55:10–11 nature is a simile comparing the power and permanence of God’s Word. This transition 

from what fades to what gives life is brought about through the Suffering Servant (49:1–6; 50:4–

9; 52:13–53:12). The promise of creation’s restoration does not cease when the efficacy of God’s 

Word is affirmed. The mountains and hills sing, and the trees clap their hands. In the places of 

thorns and thistles will be strong and sturdy trees (55:12–13). Creation shares in the restoration 

of God’s people and serves as a testimony to His grace. How does God’s Word function like rain 

and snow (v. 10) in your life? 
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Q6. Isaiah 40:1–11 hints at a return from Babylon. The Lord pleads with the exiles to leave 

the empire (48:20; 49:9; 52:11–12), even as He envisions Israel’s return (51:11) and His coming 

to Zion (52:8). Though the exiles have the promise of their homecoming, they are still outside 

the land. The Pentateuch ends in a similar manner. The Books of Moses conclude with a 

straightforward candor, “You are not in the Promised Land.” Yet it is in sight and Israel has the 

promise. Read Hebrews 11:8–16. How do these verses help you understand where you are and 

where you are going? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q7. The verb to go out (Isaiah 55:12) appears at key junctures in Isaiah 40–55. Israel is 

commanded to go out from Babylon (48:20; 52:11) because the Lord’s Word goes out from His 

mouth (55:11). What He commands happens. The exiles will leave the empire in joy. Just as 

Israel went out from Egypt with singing (Exodus 15:1–18; Psalm 105:43), exilic Israel will be 

full of joy (Isaiah 51:3), and traveling home will be a time of great rejoicing (51:11; cf. 35:10). 

Peace/shalom eludes those who remain in Babylon (48:22). Now, however, through the 

Servant’s suffering (53:5) and God’s everlasting commitment (54:10), deportees will be carried 

home in peace to travel on the Lord’s highway (35:8; 40:3–4; 49:11). The same verb, to go out, 

sometimes describes people escorted in a procession (e.g., Psalms 45:14–15; 60:9; 108:10). 

Isaiah’s employment of this verb, coupled with the depiction of praise, forms the image of a 

pilgrimage to the rebuilt Temple (Isaiah 44:28). Read Revelation 22:1–6. How does this sure and 

certain hope impact your Christian pilgrimage? 
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Q8. Creation’s renewal is an ongoing thread in chapters 40–55 (Isaiah 41:18–20; 43:19; 

44:1–5, 23; 49:13). God even goes so far as to guarantee that Zion’s waste places will be 

transformed into Eden (51:3)! Read Romans 8:19–21. What does this passage teach you 

regarding creation’s renewal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

The Lord commences with the invitation, “Come” (Isaiah 55:1), and concludes with the 

promise that “you shall go out in joy” (v. 12). It is time to leave Babylon and come home to Zion 

(see 48:20; 49:9; 52:11–12). Salvation has been accomplished by the Servant (52:13–53:12). 

Zion has been restored to her Husband (54:1–8). Jerusalem has been vindicated (54:11–17). 

“Come, for everything is now ready” (Luke 14:17; see Isaiah 25:6–9). God invites everyone to 

come to a banquet where the food and drink are free and where social standing is irrelevant. 

 

 


