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EASTER SUNDAY: LEADER 

WE ARE GOING HOME 
Isaiah 55:6–13 

THEME VERSE 

“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:12) 

INTRODUCTION 

The righteousness won by the Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53:11–12) is bestowed upon Zion’s 

repatriated children. They are the Lord’s servants (54:17c). Now in chapter 55, with His sixteen 

commands, God encourages the exiles to receive this free gift of salvation. Judeans are invited to 

trust in the finished work of the Suffering Servant. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(Note: Questions only are found in the student section.) 

 

Q1. We do not have to seek God so that we may find Him near. We may seek Him because 

He is near. We may seek the Lord with the assurance that He is where He promises. Where does 

He promise to be? See John 14:9–10; Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 11:23–26. 

A1. God is in Christ as well as in Holy Baptism and the Holy Supper. 

 

Q2. Seeking the Lord in His Word and Sacraments is the opposite of seeking idols. The 

former bring life. The latter bring only death. How does idolatry work in our life? 

A2. The word idolatry often evokes pictures of primitive people worshiping statutes. We 

think of Paul in Athens, noticing that it was a city filled with gods and goddesses (Acts 17:16). 

But idolatry was not just a problem in biblical times. It is a human problem for all times. Our 

culture is dominated by idols. Altars include office towers, spas, stadiums, studios, tanning 

salons, classrooms, and vacation destinations. Anywhere sacrifices are offered to achieve 

ultimate happiness, there is an idolatrous shrine. In antiquity, the false gods were bloodthirsty 

and impossible to appease. They still are. Counterfeit gods are more than just false lovers and 

pseudo-saviors. They are slave masters that can never be satisfied. They only kill, steal, and 

destroy (cf. John 10:10a). The heart of our predicament is that we look to false gods and believe 

in their false salvations. Often an idol is not evil in and of itself. It might be some God-given gift 

that we then use as a substitute for the real God. A false god is frequently something or someone 

of value, but we ascribe to it ultimate value. It becomes the final word on everything. Idolatry 

takes good things—vocation, money, love, ministry, health—and turns them into ultimate things. 

It takes valuable things and makes them into supreme things. Often the object of our worship 
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becomes another person—a spouse, friend, or child. Our affection for them turns into adoration. 

It is easy to deify people or things until they become the center of our existence. And once they 

occupy the innermost part of our heart, we tell ourselves that we cannot live without them. Then 

we break God’s commandments, rationalize indiscretions, destroy relationships, and do 

significant harm to ourselves, just to get what we want. At that point we have become a slave to 

our god. “You said, ‘It is hopeless, for I have loved foreigners, and after them I will go’ ” 

(Jeremiah 2:25). It is tempting to think that the pursuit of money, sex, and power will liberate us. 

But counterfeit gods always torment us, and if left unchecked, they will most certainly destroy 

us. The problem with idolatry is that we can be so blind to it for so long. Often we do not see the 

idols in our culture because our culture dictates what how we see things. We become so 

immersed in a society of people who believe a certain idolatrous attachment is normal that we 

fail to see it for what it really is. These idols often are not individual gods, but corporate and 

systemic. Our nation, government, military, or economy can become our idol and we do not even 

realize it. But the most popular counterfeit god today is Eros. Our society elevates romantic love 

to the status of eternal savior. This idol, too, is bound to disappoint. Idolatry may take many 

different forms, but at its root is the evasion of God’s definitive revelation in Jesus Christ. It is 

mistaking some fact or nation or dream or possession or ideal or person for God. Idolatry expects 

from the finite creation the gifts it can never fulfill. Unwilling to stand before the one true God, 

idolatry seeks from creation what only the Creator can bestow. The Church’s witness to all 

enmeshed in false gods is this: “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). The only 

solution to entanglement in false gods is to turn to the true God, the one revealed at Sinai and at 

the cross. This is the only God who, when He is in our lives, will fulfill us. And this is the only 

God who, when we fail Him, will completely forgive us. 

 

Q3. The word way occurs over seven hundred times in the Old Testament and nineteen times 

in Isaiah 40–55. Five of these are in 55:6–11. In the Book of Acts, Christians are referred to as 

followers of the way (e.g., Acts 9:2; 24:14). In Hebrews 10:20, the writer explains that through 

Christ’s sacrifice we have entrance into “the new and living way.” 

The word thought is frequently associated with corrupt calculations that are doomed to fail 

(e.g., Genesis 6:5; Ezekiel 38:10). This is typified by the evil Haman (e.g., Esther 8:3, 5; 9:25). 

Contrast your ways and thoughts with God’s ways and thoughts. What does this tell you? 

A3. Answers will vary. 

 

Q4. Isaiah 55:7 announces the Lord’s free forgiveness and gracious absolution. See what the 

postexilic leaders Nehemiah (Nehemiah 9:17) and Daniel (Daniel 9:9) say about this mercy. 

How does God’s forgiveness enable people to leave a life of idolatry and seek Him? 

A4. Answers will vary. 
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Q5. God’s transcendence is accented in Isaiah 55:8–9; in verses 10–11, the Lord announces 

His immanence. His Word comes down and goes forth into the world to accomplish His gracious 

plan. In 40:6–8, nature is used to illustrate the transient quality of people and nations, while in 

55:10–11 nature is a simile comparing the power and permanence of God’s Word. This transition 

from what fades to what gives life is brought about through the Suffering Servant (49:1–6; 50:4–

9; 52:13–53:12). The promise of creation’s restoration does not cease when the efficacy of God’s 

Word is affirmed. The mountains and hills sing, and the trees clap their hands. In the places of 

thorns and thistles will be strong and sturdy trees (55:12–13). Creation shares in the restoration 

of God’s people and serves as a testimony to His grace. How does God’s Word function like rain 

and snow (v. 10) in your life? 

A5. Answers may vary, but in many locales, rain is a matter of life and death. At any given 

moment, drought and famine are only a few weeks away. Just so, God’s Word is like the rain and 

the snow. It is not empty rhetoric, but everything we need to thrive spiritually. “For He spoke, 

and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm” (Psalm 33:9). Joshua’s conquest of Canaan 

was a fulfillment of God’s Word (Joshua 21:43–45; 23:14), as was the downfall of the Southern 

Kingdom (2 Kings 21:10–16; 24:2–4). The Lord’s Word is more powerful than armies, treaties, 

chariots, horses, as well as every other human might. Only His Word directs history and this 

proves that He alone is the true God. The centurion’s confession echoes this same confidence in 

God’s Word, made flesh in Jesus: “Only say the word, and my servant will be healed” (Matthew 

8:8). 

 

Q6. Isaiah 40:1–11 hints at a return from Babylon. The Lord pleads with the exiles to leave 

the empire (48:20; 49:9; 52:11–12), even as He envisions Israel’s return (51:11) and His coming 

to Zion (52:8). Though the exiles have the promise of their homecoming, they are still outside 

the land. The Pentateuch ends in a similar manner. The Books of Moses conclude with a 

straightforward candor, “You are not in the Promised Land.” Yet it is in sight and Israel has the 

promise. Read Hebrews 11:8–16. How do these verses help you understand where you are and 

where you are going? 

A6. Answers will vary, but note that the Church is in the same position as exiles in Babylon. 

We are a displaced people who have tasted the things of the coming age (Hebrews 6:5), but we 

also yearn for the full redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:23). Holding to the promise of 

homecoming, we will not settle for a permanent existence in the wilderness or in our exile. 

 

Q7. The verb to go out (Isaiah 55:12) appears at key junctures in Isaiah 40–55. Israel is 

commanded to go out from Babylon (48:20; 52:11) because the Lord’s Word goes out from His 

mouth (55:11). What He commands happens. The exiles will leave the empire in joy. Just as 

Israel went out from Egypt with singing (Exodus 15:1–18; Psalm 105:43), exilic Israel will be 

full of joy (Isaiah 51:3), and traveling home will be a time of great rejoicing (51:11; cf. 35:10). 

Peace/shalom eludes those who remain in Babylon (48:22). Now, however, through the 

Servant’s suffering (53:5) and God’s everlasting commitment (54:10), deportees will be carried 
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home in peace to travel on the Lord’s highway (35:8; 40:3–4; 49:11). The same verb, to go out, 

sometimes describes people escorted in a procession (e.g., Psalms 45:14–15; 60:9; 108:10). 

Isaiah’s employment of this verb, coupled with the depiction of praise, forms the image of a 

pilgrimage to the rebuilt Temple (Isaiah 44:28). Read Revelation 22:1–6. How does this sure and 

certain hope impact your Christian pilgrimage? 

A7. Answers will vary, but note that Pentateuchal covenant blessings promise a return from 

exile (e.g., Leviticus 26:44; Deuteronomy 4:31; 30:3; 32:36–43). The “consuming fire, a jealous 

God” of Deuteronomy 4:24 is also the “merciful God” of verse 31. Salvation will burst forth and 

there will be new life throbbing with hope. The Lord has torn, but He will heal (Hosea 6:1). He 

has killed, but He will also make alive (Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6; cf. 2 Kings 5:7). God 

has a plan for the entire created order, not just for Israel. 

 

Q8. Creation’s renewal is an ongoing thread in chapters 40–55 (Isaiah 41:18–20; 43:19; 

44:1–5, 23; 49:13). God even goes so far as to guarantee that Zion’s waste places will be 

transformed into Eden (51:3)! Read Romans 8:19–21. What does this passage teach you 

regarding creation’s renewal? 

A8. Just as creation became corruption in Adam’s fall, so in Christ it will be restored to its 

pristine beauty. A fruitful future is on the horizon! 

CONCLUSION 

The Lord commences with the invitation, “Come” (Isaiah 55:1), and concludes with the 

promise that “you shall go out in joy” (v. 12). It is time to leave Babylon and come home to Zion 

(see 48:20; 49:9; 52:11–12). Salvation has been accomplished by the Servant (52:13–53:12). 

Zion has been restored to her Husband (54:1–8). Jerusalem has been vindicated (54:11–17). 

“Come, for everything is now ready” (Luke 14:17; see Isaiah 25:6–9). God invites everyone to 

come to a banquet where the food and drink are free and where social standing is irrelevant. 

 


