
BENEFITS of  a  COLUMBARIUM

A Suitable Alignment with Lutheran beliefs. 
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod does 
not take a position on cremation versus burial. 
Cremation simply expedites the natural process 
of ashes to ashes and dust-to-dust. Burial does 
not enhance, just as cremation does not reduce, 
the value of a human life.

A Sacred Space For All.  
Creating a consecrated place to be an integral 
part of our church building was the primary goal 
while designing The Columbarium at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church. This sanctified site of beauty 
and dignity will further connect our earthly 
presence with our eternal home.

A Spiritual Site for Final Resting. 
The Columbarium at St. Peter’s will afford 
congregation members and their families 
the opportunity to select a final resting place 
connected to the church home that has been 
central to their lives. Loved ones can visit, 
meditate, and pray whenever they desire.

A Suitable Extension of the Church’s Role. 
Our church home has been the bedrock for most 
of our spiritual lives. We have prayed here. We 
have received God’s Word and His sacraments 
here. We participated in the rites, ceremonies, 
and traditions that enrich our spiritual journeys 
here. We have baptized, confirmed, married, and 
mourned here.

WHAT is  a  COLUMBARIUM?
Like the church building itself, Columbariums 
are considered sacred spaces. These permanent 
structures are comprised of small vaults, called 
niches, which contain the cremated remains 
(cremains) of people who have passed from this 
earthly life.

The word Columbarium is derived from a Latin 
term “Columba”, meaning “dovecote or dwelling 
place of a dove.” In Christian tradition, a dove has 
long symbolized embodiment of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus, Columbariums are places of contemplation, 
remembrance, and prayer.

It is considered a blessing 
for Christians to dwell 

in the house of the Lord 
F O R E V E R

These sacred spaces are extensions of churches 
where those who have worshipped, prayed, and 
worked together for the greater glory of God in 
life can now await the resurrection of the body. 

These final resting places carry special meaning  
for church members to whom involvement in  
the church was an important part of life on earth. 
While graveyards can be found as part of some 
older Lutheran churches, the lack of space at 
St. Peter’s eliminates that option. However, the 
columbarium concept is very similar to that of  
a church graveyard. 

For the deceased, it offers a final resting place,  
on Holy Ground, that completes the cycle from 
birth to baptism to death to heaven. For loved 
ones, it provides easy and convenient visitation 
access at any time, day or night.

The Resurrection of the Body.
Through the Apostles’ Creed, we affirm our belief 
in the “resurrection of the body.” 

Does cremation keep us from experiencing that 
triumph? No!

In Chapter 15 of First Corinthians, the Apostle 
Paul explains that “The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory… It is sown a natural 
body and it is raised a spiritual body.”

Taking the first step.
First and foremost, and in consultation with your 
family members and loved ones, make prayerful 
consideration of what you desire for the end of 
your life on earth, and what all that may entail.

Then, and only then, begin the conversation and 
planning process with the point of contact for 
The Columbarium at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
with God’s blessings on your final earthly journey.

CONTACT
Carissa Hatton
Finance & HR Specialist
(812) 372-1571 extension 2304 
chatton@stpeters-columbus.org

719 Fifth Street l Columbus, IN 47201
www.stpeterscolumbus.org/columbarium
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How many niches are in the Columbarium?
The initial structure will have 112 niches, each 
which can contain one or two suitable urns. 

How much does a niche cost?
Each niche costs $4,500. This includes opening 
and closing the niche for inurnment, a niche 
plaque with the name(s), birth year(s), and 
death year(s) of the individual(s) inurned, 
and perpetual care. The cost of cremation 
is not included in the niche purchase price. 
Licensed Funeral Directors manage all other 
arrangements, as always.

What happens if demand exceeds the number 
of niches available?

Once the initial 112 niches have been sold, there 
is adequate room to continue the Columbarium 
around the sanctuary. 

How do I arrange to purchase a niche?
A Columbarium information packet may be 
obtained by calling Carissa Hatton (her contact 
information is on the back panel). The packet 
contains an application form, the necessary 
purchase information, Niche Selection Guide, 
and a diagram showing available niches. This 
information is also at  
www.stpeterscolumbus.org/columbarium. 

After submitting your application and payment, 
you will be contacted to finalize arrangements. 
Upon acceptance, a certificate of inurnment 
ownership rights will be given to the purchaser 
of those rights.

May I select the niche that I want?
Niche assignments are allocated, to the best of 
our ability, in accord with the desires of each 
applicant, and are on a first-come, first-served 
basis. This is determined by the date that a 
completed, paid-in-full application is received in 
the church office.

If I have no family member with whom I wish 
to share a niche, would another’s cremains be 
placed in my niche without my permission?

No. Normally, only a family member’s cremains, 
which you select, will share your niche. 
However, if two unrelated persons who are 
otherwise eligible for inurnment so choose,  
they may share a niche and its cost should they 
so desire.

What happens if I purchase a niche and decide 
later, for any reason, not to use it?

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will repurchase 
your niche from you at the same price that was 
paid. The niche cannot be sold, given, donated, 
or used by anyone other than those listed in the 
original purchase document.

What if I’ve made other burial arrangements?
Should you now prefer inurnment at the  
St. Peter’s Columbarium, contact the previously  
selected facility to alter those arrangements. 
Generally, there is no one set process as different 
cemeteries and mausoleums have varying 
policies and procedures in place. 

What if I have chosen to donate my remains for 
medical research?

Contact the institution where you have assigned 
your remains and determine what arrangements 
need to be made for your final resting place to be 
the Columbarium at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

Why build a Columbarium at St. Peter’s?
Awareness of a cremation option and the ability 
to stay connected with peoples’ church homes  
is increasing substantially. The Columbarium  
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will provide our 
members with a permanent, dignified, and 
serene setting for housing their cremains.

Who may be inurned in the Columbarium?
This final resting place is for present or past  
St. Peter’s members and their families. Requests 
for the inurnment of others may be considered 
upon application.

How is the Columbarium being funded?
The Columbarium is being entirely self-funded 
through the sale of niches. 

A N  E T E R N A L  C O N N E C T I O N  W I T H 
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