
ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
COLUMBARIUM MANAGEMENT

POLICY #213
Effective October 14, 2022

Purpose
The purpose of the Columbarium is to provide a sacred place on church property for the permanent repose of cremated
remains. It is designed for current and past church members, as well as their families, to have a place to inter their loved
one’s ashes following cremation. It is a place to minister to grieving family members as well as a place for worship,
celebration, prayer, and meditation.

Columbarium Committee
The management, use, and maintenance will be managed by a committee of three members, which will consist of two
church members and the Executive Director of Ministries or a designated representative of the campus management staff.
This committee will review maintenance and ongoing columbarium management such as reviewing pricing and name
plate vendors, and communicating any necessary expenditures to the Operations Board for the annual budget.

The two committee church members will be the point of contact for persons wishing to purchase a niche space and are
responsible for arranging time of service items such as opening, closing and sealing the niche.

The St. Peter’s Finance & HR Office will keep a record of all niches purchased and provide accounting records as
required by law and our Financial Control Procedures Manual.

This committee will oversee all maintenance including landscaping, memorial pavers, and any permanent bench seating.

This committee will provide all policy information to the family requesting use or plan to use the Columbarium. If at any
time policies are questioned and determined change is necessary, the Church Council will be informed, and a vote taken.

Any questions beyond what this committee does not interpret will be answered by Indiana State law or the Church
Council.

Application/Certificate
A written application must be submitted to the Columbarium Committee. Once approved and payment of certificate fees
are made, the church’s Finance & HR Specialist will issue a Certificate of Right of Inurnment in a specific niche. (the
certificate is a receipt for the purchase of the niche.  It is not a “deed” as you would receive when purchasing a cemetery
plot.) The applicant will have a choice of available niches. The Finance & HR Specialist will maintain a Columbarium
register and retain an original authoritative copy of that certificate. The register will be held by the Finance & HR
Specialist.

Eligibility
The Columbarium is for the use of current and past members of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and their families. Others
may request to purchase a niche. The decision will be made by the Columbarium Committee. All niches are 12” x 12” x
12” and are designed to hold either one or two (same family) suitable urn(s) or container(s). Only the cremains of the
persons listed on the Certificate of Right of Inurnment shall be placed in the designated niche. No other objects may be
placed in any niche.

Purchase of Niches
The Columbarium Committee will allocate niches on a first application/payment basis. No niche will be priced differently
than another due to location in the memorial garden.

The purchaser of the niche will receive the Certificate of Right of Inurnment for that niche unless stated in writing
otherwise. The purchaser should state at the time of purchase the name or names of the person’s cremated remains that
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will occupy the niche. The purchaser may appoint another person to be the owner of the certificate of the niche and must
inform the committee in writing that another person’s cremains will be placed in that niche.

Married persons are assumed to be joint owners with equal rights to the niche. Any sale or change must be agreed upon
by both owners and approved by the committee. Any additional costs incurred by any changes will be the responsibility of
the family.

The Columbarium Committee will designate the size, type and design of lettering that will be uniform for each niche. They
will also be responsible for ordering nameplates. Nameplates will be limited to name or names and years of birth and
death of the persons interred. The cost of the nameplate is included in the purchase of the niche and may be ordered at
the time of purchase with or without the death date which may be put on at a later date.

The Columbarium Committee will set the prices for the niches as purchased for single or double usage. Starting
December 1, 2022, niches must be paid in full at the time of purchase. Price increases can change at any tim enduring
the year.

A fee of $4,500.00 is required to purchase a niche regardless of single or double usage. Payment must be made in full to
receive a Certificate of Right of Inurnment and designate at that time for single or double usage. This fee includes the
niche, the nameplate, opening/closing the niche up to two times, and the maintenance of the Columbarium. Ownership
does not include any property rights in the Columbarium or any of the church property.

Payments should be sent to the church office with proper labeling and sent to the attention of the Finance & HR Specialist
to facilitate record keeping. The right to use the niche may not be transferred in any manner without prior written consent
of the Columbarium Committee. In situations of emergencies and unforeseen circumstances, the committee may modify
these terms.

Columbarium Rules and Regulations
It is the family’s responsibility to make sure that the chosen suitable urn(s) or container(s) will fit in the niche. Each niche is
12” x 12” x 12”. No other object other than the container or urn of cremated human remains may be placed in the niche.

The Columbarium Committee will require written verification that the cremains delivered to the church for placement within
the niche are those of the person on record. St. Peter’s Lutheran Church is not liable or responsible for the identification of
the cremains at the inurnment or anytime thereafter.

The nameplates designated by the committee will be the only allowed “decorations” on or in front of the niche at any time
except at the time of the funeral. Live cut (no artificial) flowers may be left on the ground in front of the niche but will be
removed after the 3 days following the funeral.

Photos, flower vases, plaques or emblems of any kind or any other decorative items will NOT be allowed to be attached to
the front of the niche. Veterans’ medallions 3” in size may be allowed but must be preapproved by the committee following
a written request.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, through the committee, shall exercise reasonable care in maintenance of the Columbarium,
but shall have no responsibility for damage to the memorial garden area, the preservation, loss or damage of the remains
interred in the Columbarium, or any other items or persons. No liability of any kind relating to the Columbarium is
assumed by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

Removal of containers or urns with cremated remains may only be removed from the niche with written and approved
consent from the Columbarium Committee and the next of kin. In the event a container or urn is removed from a niche for
inurnment or disposition elsewhere, all rights to the niche will revert to the church and no compensation shall be due to
the owner’s estate.

The right granted to the owner of the Certificate to Inter to use a niche in the Columbarium shall continue only so long as
the present church building stands and is owned by St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. In the event of sale, relocation or
demolition of the present building, the committee and the Church Council will decide the practicality of moving the
Columbarium, notifying the owners and families or disposing of the cremains in a Christian manner as they feel
appropriate. The committee will make every effort to give notice to families, but it is the family’s responsibility to keep their
contact information up to date.
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