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How many niches are in the Columbarium?
The initial structure will have 336 niches, each of 
which can contain one or two suitable urns. 

How much does a niche cost?
Each niche costs $3,500. This includes opening 
and closing the niche for inurnment, a niche 
plaque with the name(s), birth year(s), and 
death year(s) of the individual(s) inurned, 
and perpetual care. The cost of cremation 
is not included in the niche purchase price. 
Licensed Funeral Directors manage all other 
arrangements, as always.

What happens if demand exceeds the number 
of niches available?

Once the initial 336 niches have been sold, there 
is adequate room to continue the Columbarium 
around the sanctuary. 

How do I arrange to purchase a niche?
A Columbarium information packet may be 
obtained by calling Scott Schumacher (his 
contact information is on the back panel). 
The packet contains an application form, 
the necessary purchase information, Niche 
Selection Guide, and a diagram showing 
available niches. This information is also at  
www.stpeterscolumbus.org/columbarium. 

After submitting your application and payment, 
you will be contacted to finalize arrangements. 
Upon acceptance, a certificate of inurnment 
ownership rights will be given to the purchaser 
of those rights.

May I select the niche that I want?
Niche assignments are allocated, to the best of 
our ability, in accord with the desires of each 
applicant, and are on a first-come, first-served 
basis. This is determined by the date that a 
completed, paid-in-full application is received in 
the church office.

If I have no family member with whom I wish 
to share a niche, would another’s cremains be 
placed in my niche without my permission?

No. Normally, only a family member’s cremains, 
which you select, will share your niche. If two 
unrelated persons who are otherwise eligible for 
inurnment so choose, they may share a niche 
and its cost should they desire.

What happens if I purchase a niche and decide 
later, for any reason, not to use it?

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will repurchase 
your niche from you at the same price that was 
paid. The niche cannot be sold, given, donated, 
or used by anyone other than those listed in the 
original purchase document.

What if I’ve made other burial arrangements?
Should you now prefer inurnment at the  
St. Peter’s Columbarium, contact the previously  
selected facility to alter those arrangements. 
Generally, there is no one set process as different 
cemeteries and mausoleums have varying 
policies and procedures in place. 

What if I have chosen to donate my remains for 
medical research?

Contact the institution where you have assigned 
your remains and determine what arrangements 
need to be made for your final resting place to be 
the Columbarium at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

Why build a Columbarium at St. Peter’s?
Awareness of a cremation option and the ability 
to stay connected with peoples’ church homes  
is increasing substantially. The Columbarium  
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will provide our 
members with a permanent, dignified, and 
serene setting for housing their cremains.

Who may be inurned in the Columbarium?
This final resting place is for present or past  
St. Peter’s members and their families. Requests 
for the inurnment of others may be considered 
upon application.

How is the Columbarium being funded?
The Columbarium is being entirely SELF-
FUNDED through the sale of niches. 
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