
Let’s Talk Politics, as Christians – a Christian discussion group centered on the issues of the day. 
Our plan is to come together as brothers and sisters in Christ, honoring God and others while having 
honest and healthy conversation about things that matter to us all. The hopeful outcome of these 
group discussions is not to change the minds of all so we think the same, but to learn more how to 
actually have conversations in this arena in a Christian way. How do I honor God, love others, and 
express my opinion kindly? 
 
Week One - Introductions - Outline the course - “Norms” & Confidentiality 
 
Civil Discourse - Kenneth J. Gergen describes civil discourse as "the language of dispassionate 
objectivity", and suggests that it requires respect of the other participants, such as the reader. It 
neither diminishes the other's moral worth, nor questions their good judgment; it avoids hostility, direct 
antagonism, or excessive persuasion; it requires modesty and an appreciation for the other 
participant's experiences. 
Our moderators today: Gary Busse, Joe Lohmeyer, Jana Thompson, Jason Tracy, Patrick Galligar 
 
We will tell them what the course is about… 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Example of what we are seeking to address (possible video, or text from social media) 
 
Introductions - moderators first - Name and why you are here. 
 
The Next Eight Weeks: 
 
January 7th - Introductions - Outline the course - “Norms” & Confidentiality 

1 Timothy 6:20 “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty 
chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge " 

 
January 14th - Feelings - yours, mine, & ours; The Art of Listening (begin) 

James 1:19 “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow 
to anger.” 

 
January 21st - The Art of Listening (finish) -  What are the issues? Why do they matter? (begin) 

Proverbs 19:20 “Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.” 
January 28th - What are the issues? Why do they matter? (finish) 

Matthew 24:6-13  “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for 
this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning 
of the birth pains. "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 
hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will 
be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

February 4th - Developing Relationships in Adversity 
Luke 6:32-35a "If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the 
Most High,” 



 
February 11th - Forms of Communication - why and how, when to use and when not to 

Proverbs 15:1 “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 
 
February 18th - Social Media, Email, and Other “Anonymous” forms of communication 

2 Corinthians 12:20 “For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you 
may find me not as you wish--that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, 
gossip, conceit, and disorder.” 

 
February 25th - Developing Your Presence - communicating well from the heart of God 

1 Peter 5:5-6 “Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all  
of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you,” 

 
March 5th - Maintaining the Relationships - Going Out, Making it Work, Acknowledging  

Him in all things 
Ephesians 5:18 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 

 
“Norms” - What are the Ground rules, underlying assumptions that should guide us 
throughout this course? 
 
Confidentiality - what does it mean in our context here? 
 
Reflect on Forgiveness - our need for repentance, and our desire to forgive and be forgiven. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
 

For Next Week - Begin to keep your eyes and ears open for places and situations in which “Civil 
Discourse” is NOT practiced or used. Reflect on how things might go differently if it were. 
 


